


Requirements to Come 
Under Care of the 
Presbytery of the West, 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church
The following are normally 
required of an individual seeking 
to come under care: 

Membership of at least six months 
in an EPC church in the Presbytery 
of West.

Endorsement by the session of that 
church. 

Completion of all official paperwork 
including: 

Application to Come Under 
Care (page 121)*

Session Endorsement Form 
(page 120)*

Personal Information Form 
(page 149)*

Preliminary Questionnaire 
(page 125)*

Physical Examination - a letter 
from a physician stating the 
physical well-being of the 
individual for ministry

Background check - the CoCC 
supplies the form

Psychological Examination - 
usually an MMPI2 or similar 
test

Transcripts of college credits 
and seminary courses taken

Recommendations from the 
references submitted in the 
Personal Information Form

Conversion to Christ and 
growth in the Christian life

Motive for seeking ordination

Call to Christian ministry 

Examination by the Care of 
Candidates Committee, which may 
be done by conference call, 
covering the following three areas. 

Candidates are expected to either 
have or, be working toward, an
M.Div. degree, with proficiency in 
the original languages.

The POW offers two symposiums that 
prepare men and women to take written 
and oral EPC ordination exams or to 
transfer their ordination from 
non-Reformed denominations. The 
symposiums address EPC Polity and 
the Westminster Standards 
(Westminster Confession of Faith—the 
Smaller and Larger Catechisms), and 
the Reformed Theology tradition. The 
two-day Polity Symposium is required 
for all candidates seeking ordination 
and pastors transferring ordination from 
non-Reformed denominations. The 
one-day Reformed Theology 
Symposium is required for candidates 
seeking EPC ordination who have not 
taken a Reformed theology seminary 
course and all pastors transferring 
ordination from non-Reformed 
denominations. The Ministerial 
Committee may also refer applicants.  

More information can be found at: 
www.epcwest.org. Click on EPC West 
Important Information.

*The page numbers in this pamphlet refer to 
the Fifth Edition of the Procedure Manual for 
Ministerial Candidates and Committees. The 
manual details the requirements listed here. 
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