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Overview 
The Ordination Preparation Commission is responsible for preparing men and women to take written and oral EPC ordination exams and to assist pastors transferring ordination from non-Reformed denominations to the EPC.  The content relates to knowledge and application of EPC Polity and the Westminster Standards (Westminster Confession of Faith—the Smaller and Larger Catechisms), and Reformed Theology tradition.  OPC exists to support the work of the Care of Candidates Committee and the Ministerial Committee.  Participants complete individual study and participate in OPC symposiums, which are facilitated by EPC pastors.
EPC Polity and Westminster Standards Symposium

This symposium is required for (1) all candidates seeking ordination, (2) pastors transforming ordination from non-Reformed denominations, and (3) those referred by CoCC and MinCom.  The symposium is designed to help candidates and pastors integrate material, share ideas, defend positions, and apply the content to ministry situations.  An EPC Teaching Elder facilitates the discussions.  

1. Preparation for the two-day symposium involves reading the Book of Order (including the Westminster Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter catechisms); writing a five page, double-spaced paper on the different theological perspectives of one Sacrament that includes a summary of the EPC’s perspective; and submitting a signed statement of having read the Book of Order, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. 

2. Participants attend a two-day symposium, scheduled Monday-Tuesday from 9-5, with an hour for lunch.  Presbytery pays the instructor fee, provides lunch, and gives each participant a certificate of completion.  Candidates pay possible travel and lodging expenses.

3. After the symposium, participants write their exceptions to the Westminster Standards (the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms) and submit a copy to the facilitator.

Reformed Theology Symposium

This symposium is required for (1) candidates seeking EPC ordination who have not taken a Reformed theology seminary course, (2) all pastors transferring ordination from non-Reformed denominations, and (3) those referred by CoCC and MinCom.  

1. Before attending the one-day symposium, participants will complete (audit) a Reformed theology course from one of the following: 

a. Denver Seminary TH 651: The Theology of Calvin and the Reformed Tradition (currently taught by Dr. Bruce Demarest).  Class content addresses Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion and Reformed tradition, including its leading confessional statements.

b. An online course at Reformed Theological Seminary at http://itunes.rts.edu/. Click to Launch RTS on iTunes U.  On the left, click on Courses in Theology; click on Introduction to Pastoral and Theological Studies and listen to the lectures.  The download is free and no RTS registration is required.
c. An accredited seminary, as approved by Care of Candidates Committee (CoCC) and Ministerial Committee (MinCom).  
2. In preparation for the symposium, participants write a five page, double-spaced paper on an aspect of the Reformed tradition, for example ordo salutus, missions, election, work of the Holy Spirit and submit it to the facilitator at the beginning of the symposium.

3. Participants submit a signed statement that they have audited or taken for credit a Reformed theology course from an accredited seminary that has been approved by CoCC and MinCom.
4. Participants attend a 9-5 Wednesday symposium.  Presbytery will pay the instructor fee and provide lunch.  Participants pay possible travel and lodging expenses.

Scheduling of Symposiums
1. The symposiums will be held consecutively and quarterly, given that three or more participants have registered.  The two day polity symposium will be held Monday-Tuesday followed by a one day Wednesday Reformed Theology symposium.  

2. Symposiums will be offered the first week in January, last week in March, second week in July, and last week in August.  This will enable candidates/pastors to meet POW requirements, take exams, and come before Presbytery in a timely manner.  

3. The first set of symposiums will be offered August 2010; this proposal will be evaluated late Summer 2012.

The Ordination Preparation Commission, OPC recommends that it remain a Commission through Summer 2012.      

1. OPC will support and work with the POW CoCC and MinCom for the purpose of supporting the work of both committees.  

2. Role and functions of OPC:
a. Provide written descriptions for the two symposiums and role of facilitator

b. Recruit facilitators
c. Obtain names of prospective attendees from EPC Teaching Elders and the chairs of the MinCom and CoCC
d. Notify perspective attendees as to the date, time, and place of future symposiums 

e. Schedule and oversee the logistics of the symposiums

f. Evaluate the effectiveness of both symposiums through feedback from the facilitators, participants, and members of POW and make changes as needed.  

Budget
The Ordination Preparation Commission requests approval for an annual budget of $4000 to cover operating costs of the symposiums for the years 2010 through 2012:

Facilitator fees ($300/day); Lunch ($10/person)

Travel/lodging expenses for facilitators; Printing costs, etc. 
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