Minutes of the
94th Meeting of the Presbytery of the West

October 7-8, 2011

Centerpoint Community Church

515 Sunrise Avenue
Roseville, CA  95661
916-782-3186
Friday, October 7, 2011

94-1:
Call to Order 

 Moderator Rev. David Baer called the 94th Meeting of the Presbytery of the West to order at 10:00 am.
94-2:
Declaration of Quorum


Moderator Baer declared a quorum as evidenced by the following attendance record:

	MINISTERS
	
	STATUS
	ELDERS

	
	
	

	Arvada Community Church - Arvada CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Nate Johnson
	
	Excused
	

	Bear Creek EPC - Lakewood CO
	
	
	

	Dr. James Coleman
	
	Present
	

	Canyons Community Church  - Castle Rock CO
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	Jon Greeneisen

	Celebration Community Church - Denver CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Steve Garcia
	
	Unexcused
	

	Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church - Englewood CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Bradley Strait
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Bruce Finfrock
	
	Present
	Jan Bole, Al Johnson, Ken Roberts

	Rev. Zachary Hicks
	
	Excused
	Elaine Epperson

	Rev. David Strunk
	
	Present
	

	Cherry Hills Community Church - Highlands Ranch CO
	
	
	

	Dr. James Dixon
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Ramona Spilman
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Michael Anderson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Brett Garretson
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Blake LaMunyon
	
	Unexcused
	

	Christ Covenant Church - Leoti KS
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Everest
	
	Present
	

	Christ Fellowship Church  - Fort Collins CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Brian Post
	
	Excused
	

	Cornerstone Community Church - Aurora CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Donald Kearby
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Robert Mossman
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Community Church - Aurora CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Marc Huebl
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - Omaha NE
	
	
	

	Rev. Jeremy Grant
	
	Unexcused
	Nancy Bucknell

	Dr. Kevin McDonald
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Graham Baily
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - Vail CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Tim Wilbanks
	
	Excused
	

	Faith Evangelical Church - Loveland CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Dan Ackerman
	
	Excused
	

	Faith Presbyterian Church - Aurora CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Douglas L. Klein
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Fred Stifel
	
	Excused
	

	First Presbyterian Church – Greeley, CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Doug Brown
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Greg Ehlert
	
	Excused
	

	First Presbyterian Church - Levelland TX
	
	
	

	Rev. John Sharpe
	
	Excused
	

	 Gra      Grace Community Church - Surprise, AZ                             
	
	
	

	Rev. Cooper McWhirter
	
	Present
	

	GracePoint Community Church - Littleton CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Fred Lian
	
	Present
	

	Greenwood Community Church - Englewood CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Tom Melton
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Doug Ashley
	
	Present
	

	Highline Community Church - Centennial CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Bob Beltz
	
	Excused
	

	Littleton Christian Church - Littleton CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Michael Wright
	
	Excused
	

	Lookout Mountain Community Church – Golden, CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Bill Senyard
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Adam Long
	
	Excused
	

	Morningside Presbyterian Church – Phoenix AZ
	
	
	

	Rev. David Zook
	
	Unexcused
	

	Parker Evangelical Pres. Church - Parker CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Doug Resler
	
	Present
	Bob Maier

	Springhill Presbyterian Church - Bozeman, MO
	
	
	

	Rev. Bedford Otey
	
	Excused
	

	Transitional Membership Churches

And Ministers 
	
	
	

	None at this time
	
	
	

	Commissioned Pastor 
	
	
	

	John Bueno, Latins United 
	
	Not present
	

	Dr. Brad Meuli, Denver Rescue Mission
	
	Not present
	

	Military Chaplains on Active Duty
	
	
	

	Capt. Russ Ragon
	
	Excused
	

	Other Chaplains
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Barrett
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Aaron Laenger
	
	Excused
	

	Evangelists
	
	
	

	Rev. Mike Klassen
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Dave Meserve
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Eugene Scott
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Windsor Staugh
	
	Unexcused
	

	Serving Outside the Boundaries
	
	
	

	Rev. David Baer
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Sharon Beekmann
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Bruce Demarest
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Dan Gardinier
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Matt Hartman
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Duncan Howard
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Andrew Jackson
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Tom Leavitt
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Setan Lee
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Phil Legal
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Marty Martin
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Calvin McKinney
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Jim Murphy
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Doug Neunke
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Richard Savidge
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Bill Springston
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. John C. Taylor
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Jack Van Ens
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Richard Van Pelt
	
	Excused
	

	EPC Missionary
	
	
	

	Dr. Greg Livingstone
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. David Newsham
	
	Excused
	

	Pastors Without a Call
	
	
	

	Rev. Ron Burton
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bryan Craig
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Mel Conant
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Scott Grabendike
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Aram Haroutunian
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Jon Hokama
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Mark Ingles
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Chris Istrati
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Timm Jackson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. James Martin
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Joel Olson
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Robert Ralston
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Scott Rash
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Don Sweeting
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Richard Vroon
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Dan Weidman
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Steve Wilkinson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Retired Pastors
	
	
	

	Dr. James Bidderman
	
	Present
	

	Dr. John Cedar
	
	Not Present
	

	Rev. Gerald Kelly
	
	Not Present
	

	Rev. Bob Merriman
	
	Not Present
	

	Rev. Mark Moore
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Gary Reddish
	
	Not Present
	

	Rev. Chris Smith
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Darryl Sparling
	
	Not Present
	

	Dr. Charles Wickman
	
	Not Present
	

	Rev. George Wood
	
	Excused
	

	Inactive Pastors
	
	
	

	Rev. David Boswell
	
	Unexcused
	

	Associate Members
	
	
	

	Rev. Henry Ledherle
	
	Not Present
	

	Guests/Observers/Candidates/Ministers to be Examined
	
	
	

	Nick Garner
	
	Present
	Candidate 

	Gary McCusker
	
	Present
	Candidate

	Chris Piehl
	
	Present
	Candidate

	Mark Skalberg
	
	Present
	Canyons Community Church

	Rhonda Reedy
	
	Present
	Greenwood Community Church

	Ruth Baer
	
	Present
	Families Alive

	Madeleine Huebl
	
	Present
	Presbytery Office

	

	NUMERICAL ATTENDANCE SUMMARY

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Present
	Excused
	Unexcused or not present
	Total /Parity

	Ministers (Teaching Elders)
	23
	39
	32
	94

	Ruling Elders
	 7
	
	
	

	Associate Member and Commissioned Pastors
	 0
	
	              3
	

	Transitional Members
	 0
	
	
	

	Candidates/Guests/ Observers
	 7
	
	
	

	TOTAL IN ATTENDANCE
	37
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Changes in Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Rev. Jeremy Grant
	Active, Without Call

	Candidate Mr. Nicholas Garner
	Ordained, Outside the Boundaries Call
	
	
	

	Removed from Rolls
	
	
	
	

	All churches, ministers and candidates that constituted the new Presbytery of the Pacific, EPC General Assembly Action, June of 2011.
	See Minutes Item 94-6 for the list of names and churches.
	
	
	

	Rev. George Carey
	Transferred to Mid-West Presbytery, EPC
	
	
	

	Mr. Michael Burch
	Candidate for Ordination
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	New to Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Rev. Mark Skalberg
	Canyons Community Church, Castle Rock, CO
	
	
	

	Mr. Chris Piehl
	Candidate for Ordination
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


94-3:
Welcome and Devotional


Dr. James Barstow, Pastor, Centerpoint Community Church, welcomed the Presbytery and said what a blessing it has been to be part of the Presbytery of the West. He also thanked the volunteers. His morning devotional came from Mark 9 and the Mount of Transfiguration. In verses 14-18 the “disciples could not drive out the spirit.” The disciples thought they could handle it but it didn’t work. He talked about those times in ministry that we experience failure like those disciples did. Jesus reminds them that it’s not about them but about God and the importance of prayer. Today’s prayers are often an answer to tomorrow’s ministry challenges.
94-4:
A Time for Prayer


Moderator Rev. David Baer opened the prayer time out of I Kings 8:22-30; 52-53, about who will “build the temple.”  God is the builder of the new temple and Jesus Christ has changed the dwelling place of God from a place to a people. This is a momentous occasion, the hatching off of the new Presbytery of the Pacific and this is God’s work, not ours. He asked the Presbytery to gather in small groups to pray for the Presbytery and the work God is doing.
94-5:
Introduction of Guests


Moderator Baer asked the many guests at the meeting to introduce themselves and tell who they were and where they were from. These included ministers, elders, candidates and observers from Washington, California, Idaho, Oregon, and Nevada. Moderator Baer welcomed all of the guests. He also recognized the Stated Clerk of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, and General Assembly Moderator, Rev. Doug Klein. 
94-6:
Convening of the Presbytery of the Pacific






This was a time of celebrating the inaugural meeting of the Presbytery of the Pacific.  Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, Stated Clerk of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, opened with prayer and addressed the Presbytery about celebrating this historic occasion. He extended his congratulations to the Presbytery of the West for modeling many things to the rest of the denomination including the pastor’s retreat, the connectedness and cohesiveness of the Presbytery of the West and the birth of this new Presbytery of the Pacific. He also congratulated the West leadership, Dave Baer, Marc Huebl, Bob Maier, Jim Coleman as well as the Pacific leadership, Ron Bengelink, Shawn Robinson, Dave Brogren and Connie Badgley, that worked so hard since the General Assembly to create this new Presbytery.


Dr. Jeremiah said that as we commit to a connection as believers and as churches, making sure that the mission is The Mission, glorifying Jesus Christ, proclaiming his gospel and working to expand his kingdom, we will do denomination differently.


He encouraged the leaders of the new churches saying that the leadership of the EPC is here to help, serve, encourage and pray for them. He encouraged the ruling elders to get involved as the EPC does not believe we should be clergy dominated. 

Dr. Jeremiah concluded with prayer for a renewed enthusiasm and passion for the work of the Lord.


 Moderator Baer read the names of the churches, ministers and candidates which were constituted to be in the Presbytery of the Pacific by action of the EPC General Assembly this past June, 2011:

Centerpoint Community Church, Roseville, CA

Dr. James Barstow

Rev. Nancy Duff

Rev. Anthony Stiff

Clayton Community Church, Clayton, CA

Dr. Shawn Robinson

Rev. Rick Nylund

Community Church of Ephrata, WA

Rev. Robert Hock

Community Presbyterian Church, Danville, CA (Received pending Dismissal)

Dr. Scott Farmer

Rev. Catherine Burkholder

Rev. Bill Haslim

Rev. Ben Joyce

Rev. Richard Sanner

Rev. Mark Wollan

Covenant Presbyterian Church of San Diego, CA

Rev. David Fenska
Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church, Fair Oaks, CA

Rev. Kirk Bottomly

Dr. Clifford Graves

First Armenian Presbyterian Church, Fresno, CA

Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian

First Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Kent, WA

Rev. Tom Allen

First Presbyterian Church of Bakersfield, CA

Dr. Jeff Chandler

Rev. Kurt Teng

First Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA

Rev. David Abdo

Rev. Lana Roberts
First Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, OR

Rev. Richard Evans

Dr. Larry Jung

Fowler Presbyterian Church, Fowler, CA

Rev. Paul Irwin

Grace Presbyterian Church, Gig Harbor, WA

Rev. Larry Carlson

Heritage EPC, Santa Maria, CA

Rev. Dave Brogren

Hope Presbyterian Church, Rogue River, OR

Rev. Brian Boisen

Millbrook Presbyterian Church, Fresno, CA

Rev. Jerry Voss

Pioneer Presbyterian Church, Winters, CA

Rev. Robert (Bob) Badgley

San Ramon Presbyterian Church, CA

Rev. Scott Downing

Rev. Robin Kelley

Sanger Community Church, CA

Dr. Paul Bergquam
Sequim Community Church, CA

Dr. Scott Koenigsaecker

Rev. Anthony Toft

Sierra Presbyterian Church, Nevada City, CA

Dr. Linda Line

Rev. Tom Naylor

Thai Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Monrovia, CA

Rev. Chaluay Ruangchan

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Clovis, CA

Rev. Charles Shillito

Valley Community Church, San Jacinto, CA

Rev. Guy Boyer

MILITARY CHAPLAINS – Active Duty

Chaplain Lt. Brian Hill, Honolulu, Hawaii

Chaplain Capt. Jason Kim, San Diego, CA

EVANGELISTS

Dr. Ehud Garcia, Diaspora, Lewiston ID

Rev. Robin Kelley (Dual Call) Church Planter, Danville, CA
MINISTERS SERVING OUTSIDE THE BOUNDARIES

Rev. David Flaig, Shepherd of the Hills, Simi Valley, CA

Rev. Marc Gronholz, Boulevard Park Pres. Church, Seattle, WA

Rev. Steve Haas, World Vision, Federal Way, WA

Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, Stated Clerk, General Assembly Office

Dr. Gil Odendaal, Saddleback Ministries, Global Director, HIV/AIDS Initiative

Rev. Torry Olsen, World Vision, Federal Way, WA

Rev. James Rosenquist, Calvary Community Church, Pt Townsend, WA

Rev. Stan Vandenberg, Covenant Presbyterian, Orange, CA

PASTORS WITHOUT A CALL

Rev. Ed Blake, Danville, CA

Rev. Bradley Yorton, Oak Harbor, WA
RETIRED PASTORS




Rev. Jerry Autry, San Francisco, CA









Rev. Bruce Ferry, Tehachapi, CA

Dr. Paul Johnson, Renton, WA






Rev. Ed Randal, Redmond, WA









Dr. Dean Wolf, San Diego, CA
CANDIDATES

Steve Tyra, Roseville, CA

Debra Lindoerfer, Rancho Cordova, CA

Jorge Luna, Fair Oaks, CA

Brad Hayward, Port Orchard, WA

Courtney Grager, Danville, CA


 The Presbytery of the West was asked to approve the officers and committee members for the Presbytery of the Pacific. 
 
Moderator Baer asked Dr. Jeremiah and any former Moderators to participate in the installation of these electees for the Presbytery of the Pacific. 


 Nominations for the slate of Constitutional and Corporate Officers for the Presbytery of the Pacific were as follows:

Moderator:     TE Shawn Robinson (Clayton Community Church)

Stated Clerk:  RE Ron Bengelink (First EPC, Kent, WA)

Treasurer:      RE Connie Badgley (Pioneer Presbyterian Church, Winters, CA)

Motion was sustained to approve the nominations of these candidates to serve the Presbytery of the Pacific


Moderator Baer asked the questions of installation from the Book of Government to the officers which they affirmed in the presence of the assembly.


EPC Moderator, Rev. Doug Klein spoke to the Presbytery regarding the relationships and historicity of the formation of this new Presbytery, how the denomination celebrates with them and their new adventure, looking to the future and looking forward to joining God and the increasing of His Kingdom.


Moderator Klein encouraged these new leaders to serve faithfully, courageously, to fully enter into partnership with the work of God in their presbytery and in the world, expecting God to do great things through the Presbytery of the Pacific.


Dr. Jeremiah gave the charge out of 1 Chronicles 28:20, “Be strong and courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged for the Lord God is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you until all the work for the service of the temple of the Lord is finished.”


All Moderators laid their hands on these electees and EPC Moderator Klein led in prayer for them and their new adventure which lay ahead of them. Setting aside these servants for God’s work, safe from the evil one and that they walk in unity. 

Moderator Baer declared Dr. Shawn Robinson installed as Moderator, Mr. Ron Bengelink as Stated Clerk and Mrs. Connie Badgley as Corporate Treasurer of the Presbytery of the Pacific, properly and agreeable to the word of God and the laws of this church.

After this was completed, the Presbyteries, West and Pacific, recessed for a break and reconvened in separate meeting areas at Centerpoint Community Church to take actions upon their respective Dockets for the meetings.  


The Commissioners from both presbyteries had their meals together, as well as the Friday evening worship service.  In addition, there was opportunity after the Friday evening service for folks that were visiting from other churches or ministries to meet and greet Commissioners from the Presbytery of the West and from the Presbytery of the Pacific.

94-7:
Adoption of Docket and Special Prayer Requests

Stated Clerk Rev. Marc Huebl presented the Proposed Docket and final additions and deletions to the Presbytery for approval. 
Motion was sustained to adopt the amended Docket

Rev. Huebl led in prayer on behalf of Dr. Jim Murphy’s wife and family, as Barbie’s mother passed away.


Rev. Brett Garretson prayed for World Outreach Committee Chair, Gene Kissinger, and family, as his one week old grandson, Micah, had just passed away this morning.

 

94-8:
Omnibus/Consent Motion                                  



 


These items are considered to be routine and were considered for action as one motion:

A 
That the Minutes of the 93rd Meeting be approved.   (These Minutes have been previously distributed.)

B.  That those Ministers who have requested to be excused from attending this meeting be accepted.

C.  That the Treasurer’s Update for the current year to August 31, 2011, showing contributions of $87,869.75 and disbursements of $77,438.88, be received as information.  The complete report with the Treasurer’s comments and balance sheet can be found as Attachment # 1 to the record of these minutes.
D.  That the Annual Minister of the Word report with changes for 2011 of an increase of $1275 for Rev. Paul Irwin as Pastor of Fowler Presbyterian Church and renewal of an Outside the Boundaries call for Rev. Bill Springston with Youth for Christ be approved.

E.  That the Administrative Commission to install Dr. Paul Bergquam as Pastor of Sanger Community Church, Sanger, CA, be dismissed with appreciation for their service to the Presbytery and to the minister and congregation. The commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

F.  That the Administrative Commission to install Rev. Brian Post as Pastor of Christ Fellowship Church, Ft. Collins, CO, be dismissed with appreciation for their service to the Presbytery and to the minister and congregation. The commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

G. That the Administrative Commission to install Rev. Robin Kelley as Associate Pastor of  San Ramon Presbyterian Church, San Ramon, CA, be dismissed with appreciation for their service to the Presbytery and to the minister and congregation. The commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

Motion was sustained to approve the entire Omnibus/Consent Motion

94-9:
Presbytery Committee/Staff Summaries of Activity and Updates


 Rhonda Reedy, Chair of the Presbytery’s Women in Ministry Committee, opened with prayer. She told the Presbytery about the REAL TRAINING manual updates with several new chapters, A Worldview of Ministry as well as Ministering to Families.  These chapters can be downloaded from the EPC website. She said there was still space for ministry wives at the Women in Ministry Retreat which was happening in October at the Glen Eyrie Retreat Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado. She concluded her report with the information that the women’s home Eagle’s Wings in Albania was closed due to funding and staff issues but a couple from Ashland EPC were looking at how to revamp this ministry.     



Moderator Baer said that a new agency had opened up close by the home and some of the girls were moving to that facility.
94-10:
Prayer Network for Missionaries 

Rev. Don Kearby reported that World Outreach has started a prayer network for our missionaries on a secure website where intercessors can be praying on a daily basis for our missionaries. They are asking every church in the Presbytery of the West to give Rev. Kearby (donkearby@cornertoneaurora.org) names of those you would recommend for this prayer ministry and they will be sent information to access the site. Teaching and ruling elders are also welcome to participate.
94-11:
Looking to the Future


Stated Clerk Huebl presented some thoughts about the future for the Presbytery of the West.

The General Council has been looking at how to do business better without undoing or amending anything that our constitution already has in place. One idea is the establishment of agencies. The General Assembly office has agencies in place and constitutionally, any court can create an agency. An agency is different than a committee but not as substitutionary as a commission. They could also be called a Task Force. The Presbytery could assign a Task Force with a task to get done, instead of just gathering information as per a committee, giving authority to the task force to initiate and accomplish the tasks given.


These ideas are for information and will be presented again for future consideration.
94-12:
Presentation of the Proposed Budget for 2012

Treasurer, Mr. Bob Maier, opened with prayer and presented the first reading of the 2012 Budget. The budget is considerably smaller than the previous budget due to the separation of the Presbyteries. The mission’s budget portion from Church Development was reduced since there are not a lot of projects needing funding currently. As of the end of September, 2011, the Church Development mission fund reserve was at $183,700 with an additional $22,000 from this year’s budget that has not yet been utilized. They have $89,000 previously committed to expenditures leaving $116,000 available even without the 2012 budget allocations. For this reason they felt they were safe in reducing this line item. The budget will be voted on at the February meeting. This Proposed Budget for 2012 is a total of $104,400.00, and details as follows:
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Treasurer had additional comments on the 2012 Proposed Budget that can be found as Attachment #2 to the record of these minutes.
94-13:
Ordination Preparation Commission 


Rev. Sharon Beekmann, Chair, presented a proposal to the Presbytery which will ask the Presbytery to approve the Commission’s dissolution and in its place, establish the same work under a Directorship instead of an Administrative Commission. The Ordination Preparation Commission has a three year life span which will come to conclusion in the spring of 2012. A copy of this proposal can be found as Attachment #3 to the record of these minutes. This is the first reading of this proposed change.

Rev. Beekmann also gave an overview of the Discovery workshops that have been held for inquiring churches, candidates, ruling elders and ministers. There were 35 people at the last workshop held in August in Fresno, California. 


There will be another workshop November 7-9, 2011, for the Presbytery of the Pacific and a workshop in January for Presbytery of the West. These workshops are for people coming into the EPC and preparing for exams. The purpose is also to support Ministerial and Care of Candidate’s Committees and to be a first step and filter in the reception process. The workshops are required for non-reformed ministers that are transferring, candidates seeking EPC ordination, and those referred by Committee.

Rev. Beekmann opened the floor for questions and response to suggestions from the Presbytery. The discussion included the possibility of requiring all churches coming in to the EPC to take the Discovery workshops. 

94-14:
Church Development Committee


Dr. Eugene Scott, Chair, began with prayer. He presented an idea for the Presbytery of the West to be part of a church planting network with the PCA. Church planting is the most effective way of reaching people for Christ.


The Western Church Planting Network, Denver, Colorado, has planted 8 churches in the last two years. The CDC voted to put a committee task force together to look at this possibility of relationship with this Network to see how best to work together with them. They will bring a proposal to the February 2012 meeting, and then anticipate a vote at the May 2012 meeting.

94-15:
 Session Review Report 

Rev. Jim Bidderman, Session Review Committee member, began with prayer. He told how Session Review is about accountability and connectionism with our churches and our Presbytery. Rev. Bidderman has been encouraged from the minutes he has read and what is happening in our churches. The review process also helps local session’s double check procedure with the Book of Government. 

Rev. Bidderman would like to receive minutes on a regular basis and asked that churches not wait until last minute to send in for review. 

The Session Review Progress Report can be found as Attachment #4 to the record of these minutes. Clerk Huebl talked about a restructuring of the committee due to the forming of the Presbytery of the Pacific. New information about where to send minutes will be forthcoming. 

94-16:
Presbytery Committee Presentations

              The following are items that the Permanent Committees presented to the Presbytery which required action of the Presbytery.  These items had been acted upon at the Committee level before being presented at this Presbytery meeting.  


Nominating Committee


Rev. Bob Everest began with prayer. He presented the slate of permanent committee nominees for 2012. This slate of nominations was distributed at the meeting and can be found as Attachment #5 to the record of these minutes

Rev. Everest also communicated the need to have ruling elders serve on these committees. He encouraged the Presbytery to give feedback to the nominating committee regarding names for these positions as well as contact information.

There were also questions and discussion regarding the reorganization of the Church Development Committee. The Committee has not had a quorum and therefore has been non-functioning for the past year. This has prompted the reorganization efforts by Chair Eugene Scott and the General Council. Any changes to the committee structure will be presented as a first reading at the next Presbytery meeting in February, 2012. 
Motion was sustained to approve the Slate of Nominations as of January 1, 2012.

Ministerial Committee















Dr. Jim Coleman, Chair


A.  General Actions Considered


1.  Rev. George Carey


The Presbytery was asked to approve the dismissal of Rev. George Carey to the Mid West Presbytery, EPC, as they have taken action and received him pending dismissal from the Presbytery of the West.  Rev. Carey is serving as the General Assembly’s World Outreach Director and resides in the Detroit area.


Rev. Carey was received into the Mid West Presbytery, EPC, at its July 21, 2011, Called Meeting.

Motion was sustained to dismiss Rev. George Carey to the Mid West Presbytery, EPC


2.   Arvada Community Church


The Presbytery was asked to act to dissolve Arvada Community Church, Arvada, Colorado, as the congregation determined that they were no longer viable due to numbers of members and loss of revenues.


The congregation and its session did have conversations and meetings about making this decision, as well as conversation with the Stated Clerk and the Ministerial Committee.  After these conversations, the Stated Clerk and the Ministerial Committee agreed with the congregation and minister that the church was no longer viable and not of means or desire to continue.


The session did provide letters for members who have previously left to join other churches, or are in the process of finding another church.


There were no real assets nor property from the church to be given to the Presbytery due to dissolution.


Motion was sustained to dissolve Arvada Community Church, Arvada, Colorado.

Motion was sustained to place Rev. Nathan Johnson, pastor of Arvada Community Church, onto the Active, Without Call roll.



3.  Rev. Jeremy Grant


The  Ministerial Committee, as per Book of Government 16-27 A.12, concurred with the dissolution of the relationship between Rev. Jeremy Grant and Covenant Presbyterian Church, Omaha, Nebraska.  The minister and the congregation were in agreement with this decision and were unanimously supported by congregational vote at a duly called congregational meeting to take action on this matter.


Motion was sustained to place Rev. Jeremy Grant on the Active, Without Call roll.


The Ministerial Committee has also been in communication with Covenant Presbyterian Church regarding an Interim Minister. 

Motion was sustained to approve the Ministerial Committee to act as an Administrative Commission on behalf of the Presbytery regarding helping Covenant Presbyterian Church to secure an Interim Minister.


Rev. Doug Brown prayed for Covenant Omaha and the Grant family.

Moderator Baer led the Presbytery in prayer for Rev. Nate Johnson and Arvada Community Church.


4.  Rev. Tim Philobosian


The Presbytery was asked to take action regarding an Interim Minister for Faith Evangelical Church in Loveland, Colorado.  The church requested that the Presbytery approve Rev. Tim Philobosian to be an interim pastor for Faith Evangelical Church as the church continues to search for a Pastor.  


Rev. Philobosian was a member of the Presbytery of the West until he was dropped from the Rolls Without Censure due to time limitations on the Inactive Roll.


The Ministerial Committee had interviewed Rev. Philobosian and was in support of him being approved as Interim Pastor for Faith Evangelical Church.


Motion was sustained to approve Rev. Tim Philobosian as Interim Pastor for Faith Evangelical Church, Loveland, Colorado.



5.  Procedures of the Ministerial Committee in Processing Ministers

Chair Coleman presented a summary of the process that the Ministerial Committee undertakes with ministers coming in to the Presbytery of the West.  A list of the overview of this process can be found as Attachment #6 to the record of these minutes.

B.  Ministerial Examination for Rev. Mark Skalberg

The Presbytery conducted an examination for Rev. Mark Skalberg who was being called as Pastor by Canyons Community Church.  Canyons Community Church, formerly known as Christ the King Presbyterian Church, in Castle Rock, Colorado, extended a call to Rev. Skalberg who is ordained with the American Baptist Conference.

Rev. Skalberg has successfully completed the EPC written ordination examinations, as well as participated in the Presbytery’s Ordination Preparation Commission’s symposiums.  He has been interviewed by the Ministerial Committee, which is recommending him to the Presbytery for examination and acceptance.


Rev. Skalberg began with prayer. He gave a homily from Ephesians 2:8-9 exegeting this passage and talking about the amazing grace of God and how one single act of mercy can change us forever. We are to let others see the “colors” of his grace in our lives.

Rev. Skalberg answered prepared questions provided by the Ministerial Committee, as well as questions from the floor regarding faith in Christ, theology, sacraments and his call to ministry, polity, the Reformed Tradition, the Bible, his service, ordination, spiritual journey and his exceptions to the Westminster Standards.


The Terms of Call for Rev. Skalberg consisting of adequate salary, housing allowance, pension, health insurance, four weeks vacation, and two weeks study leave as per the constitutional requirements.  These terms of call have been reviewed by the Stated Clerk and the Ministerial Committee and determined to be in order.

Motion was sustained to suspend the examination.

Ruling Elder, Mr. Jon Greeneisen, Canyons Community Church, advocated this call to Rev. Skalberg as well as Rev. Brad Strait, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church.

The following motions were acted upon by the Presbytery regarding Rev. Skalberg:


Motion was sustained to allow Rev. Skalberg’s exceptions to the Westminster Standards.

Motion was sustained to approve the examination of Rev. Mark Skalberg.

Motion was sustained to approve the Terms of Call for Rev. Mark Skalberg and to authorize the Ministerial Committee to respond to a point of question regarding medical insurance premium payments.

Motion was sustained to receive Rev. Mark Skalberg as a minister into the Presbytery of the West.

Motion was sustained to appoint an Administrative Commission to install Rev. Mark Skalberg as Pastor of Canyons Community Church, Castle Rock, Colorado, with the following members: TE Brad Strait, RE Ken Roberts, RE Jan Bole, RE Al Johnson, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church; RE Tim Weber and alternate RE Jon Greeneisen, Canyons Community Church; TE Doug Resler, Parker Evangelical Presbyterian Church, on October 16th, 2011, at the morning worship service.

The Presbytery welcomed Rev. Skalberg into the Presbytery of the West. The entire assembly came forward to lay hands on him and Rev. Brad Strait, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, led in prayer.

Rev. Skalberg’s signed Ministerial Obligation Form is on file with the Stated Clerk.

Care of Candidates Committee



Dr. Bob Mossman, Chair, began with prayer.






1.  Mr. Michael Burch


 Candidate Michael Burch has communicated to the Care of Candidates Committee that he has decided to withdraw from the candidates program and not continue to pursue EPC ordination at this time.


The Stated Clerk has received the appropriate Termination of Candidacy form from the Chair.

Motion was sustained to approve removing Candidate Michael Burch from the Candidates’ Roll

Prayer was offered for Mike and his family for God to continue to guide his way into ministry.


2.  Mr. Chris Piehl


The Presbytery interviewed Mr. Chris Piehl who is seeking to Come Under Care of the Presbytery of the West.


Mr. Piehl is endorsed by the session of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, Englewood, Colorado, where he is a member and has been interviewed by the Care of Candidates Committee. The Stated Clerk has received all of the forms and documents from Mr. Piehl and from the session of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church.   
               Mr. Piehl addressed the Presbytery about his conversion to Christ and growth in his Christian life, his motivation for seeking ordination, and his sense of call to Christian ministry.


Rev. Bruce Finfrock, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, spoke on behalf of Mr. Piehl highly recommending him to the Presbytery as a Candidate for Ordination. Elder Ken Roberts also spoke on his behalf.

Motion was unanimously sustained to receive Mr. Chris Piehl as Candidate for Ordination under care of the Presbytery of the West.

The Moderator asked Mr. Piehl the Candidate’s Questions from the Book of Order, which he affirmed before the Presbytery. 


Rev. Brad Strait gave a charge to Mr. Piehl from Romans 12:3.


Rev. Finfrock led the prayer with the assembly as he knelt, receiving and confirming the call.


Moderator Baer declared Mr. Chris Piehl a Candidate Under Care of the Presbytery of the West. 


Rev. Doug Ashley, Greenwood Community Church, Englewood, CO was appointed to be Mr. Piehl’s advisor.
Dinner

Hosting church, Centerpoint Community, provided a wonderful buffet for all the Presbyters to enjoy.
Evening Worship Service










Centerpoint Community Church led the Presbytery in the evening worship and communion.  Rev. Pat McElroy, 1st Presbyterian, Wenatchee, WA, shared the message out of Romans 1:16-17.


The Presbytery received the Pastors’ Benevolence Offering in the amount of  $1,328.00

Following the service there was opportunity to meet with those folks who were interested in finding out more about the Presbytery of the Pacific and the Presbytery of the West and the EPC in general.

Saturday, Oct 8, 2011

94-17:
Meeting reconvenes


Moderator Baer reconvened the meeting at 8:15 a.m.
94-18:    Morning Devotional
              Mr. Nicholas Garner, Candidate for Ordination, began with prayer. He gave the homily from Habakkuk 3:16-19, about how faith is greatest in the middle of hardships and that God’s people can rejoice in God in spite of difficult circumstances because they know the outcome of what God’s intentions will be. We need to trust in God in spite of the circumstances, praising and rejoicing regardless of what happens, and not forget all that God has done for us.
94-19:
Moderator’s Morning Prayer

Rev. Bob Everest and Rev. Cooper McWhirter led the Presbytery in prayer.

94-20:
Presbytery Committee Presentations  

Care of Candidates Committee


Dr. Bob Mossman, Chair, opened with prayer.  









   



Ordination Examination for Candidate Nicholas Garner


 Candidate Nicholas Garner was presented to the Presbytery for examination for ordination.  

Mr. Garner is being called by San Jacinto Christian School in Amarillo, Texas, as their Chaplain.  He teaches Bible, leads chapel services, and administers the sacraments.  Mr. Garner is also being asked to preach at a local church several times per month.


Mr. Garner has successfully completed the Candidates Committee requirements and successfully passed the written denominational ordination exams. He holds a Masters of Divinity from Denver Seminary and he has also participated in the Ordination Preparation symposiums and has had the EPC Polity course at seminary.


The Presbytery examined Mr. Garner regarding theology, sacraments, his faith in Christ, his calling to ministry and the nature of the office of a Minister of the Word, polity, the Reformed Tradition, the Bible, his service, ordination, spiritual journey and his exceptions to the Westminster Standards, which he answered.

Motion to suspend the examination was sustained.

Mr. Garner was excused from the meeting area and Dr. Fred Lian, GracePoint Community Church, advocated for Mr. Garner to be ordained by the Presbytery and to serve in this Outside the Boundaries call. The Superintendant of San Jacinto Christian School also wrote a letter on his behalf which was read to the Presbytery.


The Presbytery acted on the following motions for Candidate Garner:


Motion was sustained to allow Mr. Nicholas Garner’s exceptions to the Westminster Standards.

Motion was sustained to approve the examination of Mr. Nicholas Garner.


Motion was sustained to approve the Outside the Boundaries call to serve as Chaplain and Teacher with San Jacinto Christian School, Amarillo, Texas.   


Since Mr. Garner is serving Outside the Boundaries, the Presbytery ordained him at the meeting.

Moderator Baer asked Mr. Garner the ordination questions from Book of Order, Book of Government 14, which Mr. Garner affirmed in the presence of the Presbytery.  


Dr. Fred Lian gave the charge out of Jeremiah 31 about setting up sign posts along the journey and remembering what God has done for him.

The Presbytery gathered to lay hands on Mr. Garner and Dr. Lian led the prayer.


Moderator Baer read the declaration of ordination from the Book of Order, Book of Government 14A, and Rev. Garner was welcomed by the Presbytery.





Rev. Garner’s signed Ministerial Obligation Form is on file with the Stated Clerk.
94-21:
New Business


Engage 2025 Update


Rev. Don Kearby announced a short term mission trip is being planned to South Sumatra in the summer of 2012. Please contact him at donkearby@cornerstoneaurora.org  if you are interested in going or want more information.

 The group of churches from Presbytery of the West partnering with this project currently is 1st Presbyterian Greeley, 1st Presbyterian Levelland, TX, Cherry Creek Presbyterian, Cherry Hills Community, Littleton Christian, Cornerstone Community, and Faith EPC in Loveland. If your church would like to partner with this project go to www.engage2025.org for more information or contact Rev. Kearby or Kelly Downs from Cherry Hills.

A video presentation was shown from Mr. Sean McKelvey, our first team member, who is currently in South Sumatra doing research on where to locate teams and possible businesses to start.

 The Presbytery of the West is the first Presbytery to send out a team in this 2025 project of the EPC. More teams and partners are needed as well as prayer for this endeavor.

Rev. Kearby led in prayer for the McKelvey’s and their ministry to this people group.

94-22:   Important Dates for 2011



October 27-30

Women in Ministry


Women in Ministry Retreat









Glen Eyrie, Colorado Springs

February 3-4, 2012
Stated Meeting



Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church









Englewood, CO

May 4-5, 2012

Stated Meeting



Host Church requested

June 20-23, 2012

General Assembly


1st Presbyterian Church









Baton Rouge, Louisiana

October 3-5, 2012
Pastors’ Retreat Meeting


Pastors’ Retreat









Location to be determined depending on 








October’s Host Church

October 5-6, 2012
Stated Meeting



Host church requested

99-23:
Appreciations 



Moderator Baer expressed appreciation to host church, Centerpoint Community Church, the staff and all the volunteers who did a wonderful job welcoming both Presbyteries and hosting the meetings.
99-24:
Closing prayer and adjournment








Moderator Baer prayed for healing and comfort for the families in our Presbytery that are hurting from loss and illness.  He stated, “In our difficulties God is faithful and will comfort his people.”

The Presbytery was adjourned at 9:35 a.m.
_______________________________________


_______________________________________

Moderator






Stated Clerk
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Presbytery of the West October 2011

Notes from Treasurer regarding finances through August 2011


Contributions dropped again in August, as expected, due to formation of the Presbytery of the Pacific. Income is 89.8% of budget. However, expenses are also below budget at 79.8%. The result of this is a year-to-date profit of $11,980.

I have estimated the income and expenses to the end of this year. If my projections are correct we should end this year with income about 85% of budget. However, I project that expenses will also be under budget at about 78% of budget. This would yield a profit of about $10,000 at the end of the year.

Currently our Administration expenses are over budget by 9.3%, but I believe they will be close to budget by the end of this year. Missions spending, on the other hand, will probably be way under budget by year end. It is the under-budget Missions spending that I believe will give us the $10,000 of profit during 2011. If there is a profit at yearend, it will be given to the Church Development Committee as we have done in the past.

If you have questions or would like additional information, please contact me.

Robert (Bob) Maier, Treasurer Presbytery of the West

9286 Piney Creek Road

Parker, CO 80138

bob@tactile.com 

(303) 246-7131 cell

(303) 841-0498 home

(303) 841-0499 office

(303) 841-2319 fax
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Presbytery of the West

Proposed Budget for 2012 Comments from the Treasurer

This Proposed Budget for 2012 has been reviewed and approved by the General Council. It is now being presented to the Presbytery of the West for your consideration. It will be presented to you again at our February 2012 meeting for your final approval. Please review this budget and let me know if you have questions or suggested changes.

This budget is a balanced budget, which means the projected expenses will be matched with an equal amount of contributions. Therefore we do not plan to dip into the Presbytery’s savings. The one possible exception would be for the Church Development Committee. Their Missions Budget is being reduced considerably from prior years. In spite of this we believe the amount projected for 2012 reflects their current level of activity, but we are prepared to use savings, if needed, for this important function of church planting.

In preparing this budget we gave careful consideration to the changes resulting from the formation of the Presbytery of the Pacific. Both contributions and expense have been reduced by this change.

Other key points in this proposed budget 

· There will not be a Moderator Elect in 2012.

· Church Development Committee allocations for Assessment, Training and Mentoring have been reduced to reflect the reduction in activity.

· Ministerial Committee’s budget has been increased. This is in anticipation of travel expense for
several commissions expected during 2012 for churches joining the Presbytery of the West.

· Clerk’s expense has been increased to cover an increase in travel costs.

· Treasures expense has been increased to cover an increase in payroll taxes and some travel expenses.

If you have questions or would like additional detail, please contact me by any of the ways listed below.

Robert (Bob) Maier, Treasurer

Presbytery of the West 9286 Piney Creek Road Parker, CO 80138 bob@tactile.com 

(303) 246-7131 cell (303) 841-0498 home (303) 841-0499 office (303) 841-2319 fax

Attachment 2 

Ordination Preparation Commission Proposal

Chair: TE Sharon Beekmann

The POW Ordination Preparation Commission proposes that the Commission become a Director position. The Directorship will have a three-year renewable term. The position, called Director of Discovery, will function as a Presbytery staff position under the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of the West (POW) and will serve on the POW General Council. The Director and a team of Elders will organize and conduct Discovery Workshops.  

Discovery Workshops

Discovery Workshops introduce and prepare inquiring church officers, ministers transferring ordination, and ordinates to the beliefs, expectations, government, and ethos of the EPC. The workshops are the formalized “first step” and filter in the reception process and will support the work of and provide feedback to the Ministerial Committee and Care of Candidates Committee. 

Workshops are required for (a) candidates seeking EPC ordination, (b) all pastors transferring ordination from non-Reformed denominations, and (c) those referred by Care of Candidates Committee (CoCC) and Ministerial Committee (MinCom). Ruling Elders (RE) are encouraged to attend in order to become acquainted with EPC beliefs, government, and ethos of the EPC. 

Candidates attend free of charge, except for possible travel and lodging expenses. Participants receive a certificate of completion. RE submit a signed statement that they have completed the requirements. Ministers submit a signed statement that they have met the requirements and have completed the assignments. 

Duties of the Director and Team:

The Director and Elders will design, administrate, implement, and evaluate Discovery Workshops described below. Workshops will be conducted on an as-needed basis and timely manner for the POW. The Director and Elders will orient and train a team of facilitators from the Presbytery and be available to assist in the establishment of workshops in other EPC presbyteries.

Discovery Workshop: Polity

The purpose of the one-day Polity Discovery Workshop is to help participants evaluate, understand, and apply the biblical, theological, and historical background and content of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church system of government.  The facilitator encourages dialogue and debate concerning (a) EPC form of church government, (b) its support in the Bible, and (c) its application in individual congregations.  

REs prepare by reading the Book of Order. 

Ministers prepare by reading the Book of Order and writing a five page, double-spaced paper on the different theological perspectives of one of the Sacraments and include a summary of the EPC’s perspective.

Discovery Workshop: Westminster Standards  
The purpose of the one-day Westminster Standards Discovery Workshop is to discuss the system of

theological thought and conviction that are expressed in the Westminster Standards (Westminster 

Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter Catechisms) with regard to their function and expression in the life of the evangelical Christian community and EPC churches. 

REs prepare by reading the Westminster Standards.

Ministers prepare by reading the Westminster Standards and writing their exceptions to the Westminster Standards. 

Discovery Workshop: Reformed Theology 

The purpose of the one-day workshop is to help ministers take written and/or oral examinations and to inform RE on Reformed doctrine. Topics covered are the history of the Reformed movement; doctrines of the Reformed tradition; and TULIP.
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REs prepare by reading the EPC Leadership Training Guide. If they desire more information on Reformed Theology, they are encouraged to listen to the RTS lectures on iTunes (see directions below).

Ministers are required to take Reformed theology seminary course (credit or audit) from one of the following: 

1. An online course at Reformed Theological Seminary at http://itunes.rts.edu/. Click to Launch RTS on iTunes U. On the right, scroll down to RTS Virtual Courses and click on Systematic Theology. Then click on Introduction to Pastoral and Theological Studies and listen to the lectures by Dr. Derek Thomas. The download is free and no RTS registration is required. 

2. An accredited seminary, as approved by CoCC and MinCom.

Ministers and Ordinates who have taken a Reformed class are required to read the EPC Leadership Training Guide. Those who need a refresher in particular areas should listen to those lectures.

After listening to the RTS lectures or completing one of the other options please write a one-page summary of each of the following seven topics and include scriptural support.

1. Identify the central issues in the debate between the Arminians and Calvinists.

2. Give an overview of the distinctives of the Reformed faith.  

3. Discuss the Doctrine of Total Depravity as it pertains to the human condition and the bondage of the will.  

4. Discuss the doctrine of Unconditional Election and differentiate Arminian foreknowledge from Calvinists’ foreknowing and predestination.  

5. Discuss the doctrine of Limited Atonement wherein Christ is a substitute for the elect and suffers their punishment on the cross.  

6. Discuss the doctrine of Irresistible Grace as it relates to regeneration and effectual call.  

7. Relate this doctrine to union with Christ and the doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints?  

Role of Facilitator

The facilitator serves as a shepherd-leader, who is grounded, nurtured and protected by the Good Shepherd.  The facilitator leads the flock:   

1. By creating a climate and structure as one leading among equals in the love of Jesus Christ 

       with an attitude of humility, gentleness, and patience.    

2. By encouraging participants to talk about themselves; to ask questions; to share information, opinions, and concerns; and to apply the content to ministry situations.   

3. By encouraging participants to discuss their papers.  

4. By promoting a collegial environment in which to discuss doctrinal issues.  

5. By establishing boundaries for what is and is not discussed, clarifying issues, and sharing information as appropriate.

Budget: Current budget is $4000. The Directorship is a non-paid position.
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Attachment # 4

Up to Date (to/through summer) and In Compliance with BOG:

Bear Creek Presbyterian Church, Lakewood, CO
Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch, CO
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, Jacksonville, OR
Sequim Community Church, Sequim, WA

Some Minutes Received and/or Some Issue(s) with BOG Compliance:

Greenwood Community Church, Englewood, CO.
Minutes submitted for January-March, 2011, nothing since March.  
There are some BOG compliance issues with Checklist items. About these I have been in contact with GCC.

No Minutes Received from the Following:

Arvada Community Church, Arvada, CO
Celebration Community Church, Denver, CO
First Presbyterian Church of Bakersfield, Bakersfield, CA
GracePoint Community Church, Littleton, CO
Grace Presbyterian Church, Gig Harbor, WA
Hope Presbyterian Church, Rogue River, OR
Littleton Christian Church, Littleton, CO
Millbrook Presbyterian Church, Fresno, CA
Sanger Community Church, Sanger, CA
Thai EPC, Cerritos, CA (Monrovia, CA)
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CHECKLIST FOR PROCESSING MINISTERS PRIOR TO AND AT PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

Prior to Coming before the Ministerial Committee

· A church forms a search committee and selects a candidate for their open pastoral role. They take due diligence to vet the person and assure that they have discerned the will of God in their selection. This information is communicated to the Ministerial Committee.

· The candidate submits a communication of desire to transfer ordination to the POTW, EPC.

· The church submits Terms of Call/proof of current call. Such calls need to be valid calls per EPC constitution and IRS regulations.

· The candidate submits to the MinCom a signed Ministerial Obligation Form.

· The candidate submits to the MinCom credentials of education.

· The candidate submits to the MinCom credentials of prior ordination. 

· The candidate submits to the MinCom a Personal Information Form (EPC specific)

· The candidate submits a Personal Statement of Faith (Part 1 and Part 2 from the EPC website)

· The candidate submits written exceptions to the Westminster Standards. 

· The Ministerial Committee examines and interviews the candidate (sometimes by phone).

· Using all the prior information the Ministerial Committee conducts an examination of the knowledge and views for candidates from a non-reformed background, and of views for candidates from a reformed background.

· The examination will generally follow the course of focusing on (1) issues of fundamental importance such as view of scripture (and other Essentials issues), (2) issues raised by the written materials (PIF, Statement of Faith, and Exceptions to the Westminster Standards), or (3) items of specific interest to committee members.

· If there are concerns that arise a second meeting or further work may be required of the candidate.

· The committee on vote approves the candidate for recommendation to Presbytery, to approve their exceptions to the Westminster Standards, and to approve their call and terms of call.

· Participation in the POTW’s Ordination Preparation Commission Discovery workshops is required for non-EPC/Reformed ministers, and can be required for EPC/Reformed ministers as the Ministerial Committee determines.

· If the candidate possesses a non-Reformed ordination, written EPC ordination exams are required. 
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At the Presbytery Meeting

· The candidate is required to present a devotional or sermon (from a text assigned) as part of the floor examination at Presbytery. 

· Advance written questions from MinCom chair are given to the candidate to initiate the floor examination at Presbytery. 

· A floor examination is conducted by the Presbytery.

· An advocate for the Call is presented at the meeting (this can be in the form of a letter read aloud).

· After discussion (outside the hearing of the candidate) there is a floor vote to allow or disallow the minister’s exceptions to the Westminster Standards (if disallowed, the process is ended and minister will not be received), another vote to approve the Terms of Call, and another to receive the pastor as an member of the POW. 

· Assuming the approval by Presbytery, the Presbytery elects Installation Commissioners and a time and date of an installation service, (3-5 members from at least 2 different EPC/POTW churches with as close to a 2:1 parity of elders to ministers as possible).
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