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86-1: Call to Order  

 

 Moderator Dr. Cecil Matthews called the 86

th

 meeting of the Presbytery of the West to order at 10:00 am.                               

   

 

86-2: Declaration of Quorum 

 

 Stated Clerk Rev. Marc Huebl declared there was a quorum of the Presbytery in attendance, as evidenced by the 

following attendance record: 

 

MINISTERS  STATUS ELDERS 

    

Arvada Community Church    

Pulpit Open    

Bear Creek EPC    

Dr. James Coleman  Present Nick Garcia, Butch Pritchett, Ted Brandsma 

Celebration Community Church    

Rev. Steve Garcia  Present  

Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church    

Dr. Don Sweeting  Unexcused Jim Shira, Jan Bole, Ken Roberts, Mel Medema 

Rev. Bruce Finfrock  Present Chuck Collins, Jim Bacon, Al Johnson,  

Rev. Marty Martin  Excused Michael Kalkman 

Rev. Zachary Hicks  Present  

Rev. Bryan Craig  Present  

Cherry Hills Community Church    

Dr. James Dixon  Present Barb Matthews, Cecil Matthews, Dutch Franz, 

Dr. Ramona Spilman  Present Marlys DeVries, Gene Kissinger,  

Dr. Michael Anderson  Present Howie Miller, Sharon Mathis 

Rev. Brett Garretson  Present  

Rev. Todd Schmidt  Excused  

Christ Covenant Church    

Rev. Bob Everest  Present  

Christ Fellowship Church    

Rev. Ed Davis  Present  Brian Christensen, Dwayne Larson 

Christ the King Presbyterian Church    

Rev. Dan Weidman  Present Tim Weber 

Clayton Community Church    

Dr. Shawn Robinson  Excused  
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Rev. Rick Nylund  Unexcused  

Community Church of Ephrata    

Rev. Robert Hock  Present Bob Herzog 

Cornerstone Community Church    

Rev. George Carey  Present Dell Turner, Wayne Chambers, Lewis Mraz 

Rev. Robert Mossman  Present Jack Nelson 

Covenant Community Church    

Rev. Marc Huebl  Present  

Covenant Presbyterian - Omaha     

Rev. Jeremy Grant  Present Harlan Fangmeyer 

Dr. Kevin McDonald  Present  

Rev. Graham Baily  Unexcused  

Covenant Presbyterian - San Diego    

Rev. David Fenska  Excused  

Covenant Presbyterian - Vail    

Pulpit Open 

   

Faith Evangelical Church     

Rev. James Murphy  Present Chris Perciante, Kurt Winkelhake, Kent Rickard 

Dr. Dan Ackerman  Excused Bob Kuseski 

Faith Presbyterian Church     

Rev. Douglas L. Klein  Present Bobby Mays, Ned Davis, Rich Konopka,  

Rev. Fred Stifel  Present Paula Kendrick, Scott Nuffer,  

First EPC - Renton, WA     

Rev. Tommy Allen  Present Scott Griffin, Keith Hopkins, Wayne Worthen 

First Presbyterian Church - Greeley     

Rev. Doug Brown  Present Lyndon Robinson 

First Presbyterian - Levelland, TX    

Rev. John Sharpe  Present Edd Farabee, Mark Holcomb, Ken Williams 

Grace Community Church    

Rev. Cooper McWhiter  Present  

Grace Presbyterian Church    

Rev. Larry Carlson  Present Brad Hayward 

GracePoint Community Church    

Dr. Fred Lian  Present Melanie Soard, Marlon Williams 

Greenwood Community Church    

Dr. Tom Melton  Present   Rich Pilon 

Rev. Anthony Vartuli  Present  

Heritage EPC    

Rev. Dave Brogren  Present  

Highline Community Church    

Rev. Mel Conant  Unexcused  

Lookout Mountain Community Church    

Pulpit Open    

Rev. Aram Haroutunian  Present  

Rev. Adam Long  Present  

Millbrook Presbyterian Fresno, CA    

Rev. Jerry Voss  Present  

Morningside Presbyterian Church    
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Rev. David Zook  Excused  

 Northwest Presbyterian Church    

Rev. Steve Wilkinson  Excused  

Parker Evangelical Pres. Church    

Rev. Erik Ohman  Unexcused Bob Maier, David Shultz 

Sanger Community Church    

Rev. David Long  Present  

San Ramon Presbyterian Church    

Rev. Scott Downing  Present  

Thai Evangelical Presbyterian Church    

Rev. Chaluay Ruangchan  Unexcused  

The New Community Christian Church    

Dr. Louis Angone  Present Lynda Finch 

Valley Community Church    

Rev. Guy Boyer  Present  

Military Chaplains on Active Duty 

   

LTJG Brian Hill  Excused  

Major Mark Ingles  Present  

Rev. Jason Kim  Present  

Capt. Russ Ragon  Excused  

Other Chaplains 

   

Dr. James Bidderman  Excused  

Evangelists 

   

Rev. Bob Barrett  Unexcused  

Dr. Ehud Garcia  Excused  

Rev. Mike Klassen  Present  

Rev. Robin Kelley  Present  

Rev. Dave Meserve  Present  

Dr. Eugene Scott  Excused  

Rev. Windsor Stough  Excused  

Serving Outside the Boundaries 

   

Rev. David Baer  Present  

Rev. Sharon Beekmann  Present  

Dr. Bob Beltz  Present  

Dr. Bruce Demarest  Present  

Rev. David Flaig  Unexcused  

Rev. Dan Gardinier  Present  

Dr. Daniel Gilbert  Excused  

Rev. Marc Gronholz  Unexcused  

Rev. Steve Haas  Unexcused  

Rev. Duncan Howard  Present  

Dr. Andrew Jackson  Excused  

Dr. Jeff Jeremiah  Excused  

Rev. Donald Kearby  Excused  

Rev. Tom Leavitt  Present  

Rev. Henry Lederle  Unexcused  

Rev. Setan Lee  Excused  

Rev. Phil Legal  Excused  
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Dr. Calvin McKinney  Present  

Rev. Doug Neunke  Excused  

Dr. Gil Odendaal  Present  

Rev. Torry Olsen  Unexcused  

Rev. Brian Post  Unexcused  

Colonel Robert Ralston  Unexcused  

Rev. Scott Rash  Present  

Rev. James Rosenquist  Unexcused  

Rev. Richard Savidge  Present  

Rev. Bill Springston  Unexcused  

Rev. Bradley Strait  Present  

Rev. John C. Taylor  Unexcused  

Rev. Stan Van Den Berg  Excused  

Rev. Jack Van Ens  Present  

Rev. Richard Van Pelt  Excused  

EPC Missionary 

   

Dr. Greg Livingstone  Excused  

Rev. David Newsham  Present  

Pastors Without a Call 

   

Rev. Ed Blake  Unexcused  

Rev. Ron Burton  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Scott Grabendike  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Ken Glasier  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Jon Hokama  Excused  

Rev. Chris Istrati  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Timm Jackson  

Unexcused 

 

Dr. James Martin  

Unexcused 

 

Dr. Joel Olson  Present  

Rev. Richard Vroon  Unexcused  

Rev. Tim Wilbanks  Present  

Chaplain M. Bradley Yorton  Unexcused  

Retired Pastors 

   

Rev. Jerry Autry  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Bruce Ferry  

Unexcused 

 

Dr. John Cedar  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Bob Merriman  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Gerald Kelly  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Frank Meyer  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. Ed Randal  Excused  

Rev. Gary Reddish  

Unexcused 

 

Dr. Charles Wickman  

Unexcused 

 

Rev. George Wood  Excused  

Dr. Paul Johnson  Excused  

Rev. Mark Moore  Present  

Rev. Chris Smith  Present  

Dr. Dean Wolf  Unexcused  

Dr. Bud Sparling  Present  

Inactive Pastors 

   



 

5 

Rev. David Boswell  Unexcused  

Guests/Observers/Candidates 

   

Todd Taylor  Present Candidate Under Care, Greenwood Community 

Wanjiru Mukunga  Present Candidate Under Care, Greenwood Community 

Mike Wright  Present Candidate Under Care, New Community 

Brad Beall  Present  Candidate Under Care, Greenwood Community 

Gary McCusker  Present Candidate Under Care, Parker Pres 

Nate Johnson  Present Candidate Under Care, Christ the King 

Blake Lamunya  Present Cherry Hills Community Church 

Lisa Weidman  Present Christ the King 

Michelle Herring  Present Christ the King 

Nancy Moore  Present Faith Presbyterian, Aurora 

Ruth Baer  Present Covenant Family Ministries 

Madeleine Huebl  Present Covenant Community Church, Aurora 

Donna Davis  Present Christ Fellowship, Ft. Collins 

Rick Whitfield  Present New Community Church 

Kelli Hayes  Present Celebration Community Church 

Mike Williams  Present Cornerstone Community Church 

John Beattie  Present First Presbyterian, Greeley 

Marilyn Beattie  Present First Presbyterian, Greeley 

Tami Snowden  Present Cherry Hills Community Church 

Wes Tucker  Present Cherry Hills Community Church 

Peter Menconi  Present Greenwood Community Church, Englewood 

Scott Urquhart  Present Faith Presbyterian, Greeley 

Carla Vieregg  Present Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch 

Ed Vieregg  Present Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch 

Rose Brandsma  Present Bear Creek EPC 

Rev. Alan Wilkerson  Present Kenton Church, Portland OR 

Chaplain Capt. Steve Cuneo  Present USAF Cadet Chapel, CO Springs 

David Stewart  Present Sunset Pres, Portland OR 

Ken Mulder  Present Sunset Pres, Portland OR 

Rev. Robert Badgley  Present Pioneer Pres Church, Winters, CA 

Lisa Newsham  Present Cornerstone Community Church 

Colleen Leming  Present Cornerstone Community Church 

Judy Fields  Present Cherry Hills Community Church 

Sean McKelvey  Present New Community 

 

NUMERICAL ATTENDANCE SUMMARY 

 

 

   

 

Present 

Excused Unexcused Total on Rolls/Parity 

Ministers (Teaching Elders) 61 27 36 123 

     

Ruling Elders 50   246 

     

Candidates/Visitors/Guests/ Others 34    

 _____   ______ 

TOTAL IN ATTENDANCE 

145   369 
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Changes in Rolls 

    

Rev. George Carey 

 

World Outreach Director, General Assembly Office 

Rev. Steve Wilkinson Pastor to Without Call 

Removed from Rolls 

    

Dr. Lou Angone Resigned Ordination as Pastor    

New to Rolls 

    

Mr. Richard Pilon Candidate under Care    

Sunset Presbyterian Church 

Kenton Presbyterian Church 

Transitional Membership Roll 

Transitional Membership Roll 

Pioneer Presbyterian Church              Transitional Membership Roll 

Rev. Robert Badgely                                     Transitional Membership Roll  

Rev.  Ron Kincaid                                         Transitional Membership Roll 

Rev. Ken Mulder                              Transitional Membership Roll 

Rev. Alan Wilkerson                Transitional Membership Roll 

   

86-3: Welcome Greeting and Devotional 

 

 Rev. Robin Kelley, Evangelist, Emmaus Road Mission Church, gave the morning devotional about having joy in 

the journey as we follow God’s will for our lives. No matter where we are, it is where God wants us to be and that He is 

taking us along according to His time and purposes. Rev. Kelley told of the journey of Emmaus Road and the direction of 

ministry God has led her involving a parent education program which includes a Dad’s Only Night at the local high school, 

and a documentary called Slipping Behind about teen pressure. Where God has led Rev. Kelley does not look like what she 

learned in “church plant school,” but Rev. Kelley has been challenged to let go of her plans and follow where God leads. 

The presbytery was left with the thought that when people look at us, what do they see and more importantly who do they 

see? Do they see us only about plans and programs; or do they see the joy in the journey, our faith, and freedom in the way 

we live our lives because of our obedience to God’s call? 

 

86-4: A Time for Prayer 

 

 Moderator Dr. Cecil Matthews talked about how good it feels when someone remembers you. “God remembered 

Noah” was the theme of the prayer time; that God doesn’t forget us and our needs. The presbytery was asked to gather in 

small groups and “remember” others, colleagues, friends and committees of the presbytery in prayer. The prayer time was 

closed with Moderator Matthews leading a group response of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

86-5: Approval of Docket 

  

 The Docket was adopted with the following changes: 

 

 P.1 Add new handout to Reception Commission Activities. 

 P.2 Omnibus Consent Motion:  add new handout Item E Clerk’s Response to the Presbytery Review 

notations. 

 P.2 Presbytery Committee/Staff Summaries: add Updated Attachment #4 for Session Review Committee. 

 P.2 Nominating Committee, Item #2, remove Jack Nelson’s name and replace with Ken Glasier; add Rev. 

Dan Gardinier to serve as replacement for Ken Glasier; add Michelle Herring as nominated for Class of 

2011 to the Women in Ministry Committee.  

 P.3 Add Item #3: Reminder of Permanent Committee needs from Chairman Rev. Steve Wilkinson; add 

new attachment of Committee Descriptions. 

 P.3 Denver Seminary Commission: Correct Sharon Beekmann Charitable Trust with Sharon Beekmann 

Ministries. 

 P.4 Ministerial Committee, add Item #7: Presentation and discussion about a Presbytery Sabbatical 

Policy. 

 P.4 Add Ministerial Committee carry over work and discussion of full time Stated Clerk. 

 P.5 Add Cornerstone Gospel Band after the Budget Presentation on Saturday morning. 

 P.6 Care of Candidates Committee, Remove Item #1, Rev. Wilkinson is still intending to be Mr. 

Hayward’s advisor. 

 P.6 Add new handout to Joint Committee Report on Exceptions. 
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 P.6 New Business: Change February 2 to February 6; add Act to establish a temporary form of 

government for Neighborhood Church; add Discussion on the new Commissioned Pastor ministry 

position. 

 

86-6: Clerk’s Comments and Recognition of Service 

 

 Interim Stated Clerk Huebl  reminded the Presbyters to sign the attendance register both days, and to be sure and 

update the presbytery office with any email address changes since email is the primary mode of communication from the Clerk’s office 

regarding information about upcoming meetings. 

   Mr. Ted Brandsma was honored and recognized for his service as Director of Presbytery Outreach and Development with a 

plaque of appreciation that was presented by Interim Clerk Huebl. Mr. Brandsma expressed it was  a privilege to serve over the years in 

this capacity and offered to be a resource for the Presbytery. 

 

86-7: Introduction of Guests 

 

 Moderator Matthews introduced the following guests: 

 

 Rev. Ken Mulder; Mr. James Stewart, Elder, from Sunset Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon 

 Rev. Alan Wilkerson from Kenton Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon 

 Rev. Bob Badgely, Pioneer Presbyterian Church, Winters, California 

 Rev. Capt. Steve Cuneo, Chaplain, Air Force Academy, was introduced by Rev. Bud Sparling who told the 

Presbytery of his interest in becoming EPC. 

  

 Rev. Bob Badgely, Rev. Ken Mulder, and Rev. Wilkerson, were given th privilege of the floor and they told the 

Presbytery about their journey of faith and process of moving from the PCUSA to the EPC and their reception as 

transitional members in the Presbytery of the West.  The Presbytery welcomed them warmly and prayed for their ministries. 

 

86-8: Reception Commission’s Activities      

 Interim Clerk Huebl gave the report on the Reception Commission’s activities regarding Sunset Presbyterian 

Church, Kenton Presbyterian Church, and Pioneer Presbyterian Church, Sacramento, California. The paperwork is 

complete and these churches have been received as Transitional Members into the Presbytery of the West.  The Reception 

Commission Report can be found as Attachment #1 to the record of these minutes. 

  

86-7: Omnibus/Consent Motion                                       

 

 These items are considered to be routine and will be considered for action as one motion.  However, any item may be removed 

and acted upon separately if so moved by the Presbytery.  The items being considered are: 

 

A. Minutes of 85

th

 Meeting be approved as read.   (These Minutes have been previously distributed.) 

 

B. Excuse those ministers with valid reasons for not attending the Presbytery meeting. 

 

C.  That the following Administrative Commissions be dismissed with great appreciation from the Presbytery for the work 

they have done on behalf of the Presbytery: 

 Ordination and Installation Commission for Rev. Graham Baily, Associate Pastor, Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

Omaha, Nebraska,  

 and,  

 Ordination and Installation Commission for Rev. Zachary Hicks, Assistant Pastor, Cherry Creek Presbyterian 

Church, Englewood, Colorado, 

 and , 

 Ordination and Installation Commission for Rev. Bryan Craig, Assistant Pastor, Cherry Creek Presbyterian 

Church, Englewood, Colorado, 

 and,  

 Installation Commission for Rev. Scott Downing, Pastor, San Ramon Presbyterian Church, San Ramon, 

California,  

 and, 

 Installation Commission for Rev. Jerry Voss, Pastor, Millbrook Presbyterian Church, Fresno, California, and for 

the commission’s additional service to examine and receive Millbrook Presbyterian Church as a particular church of the 

EPC and the Presbytery of the West, 
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 and, 

 Reception commission for Rev. Mark Shaver and Harvest Valley Church as Rev. Shaver and Harvest Valley have 

communicated that they are not ready to continue to pursue being received at the present time.  A copy of Moderator 

Matthews’ communication with Rev. Shaver can be found as Attachment # 2 to the record of these Minutes.; 

 

noting that  the Commission Minutes from the preceding commissions  have been received and are on file with the Stated 

Clerk. 

 

D.  That the Financial Report be received and can be found as Attachment # 3 to the record of these Minutes.. 

 

E.  Clerk’s response to the Presbytery Review Committee’s notations that require a response.  The response can be found as 

Attachment #4 to the record of these minutes. 

 

Motion was sustained to approve the entire Omnibus/Consent Motion 

 

86-8: Presbytery Committee/Staff Summaries of Activity and Updates 

 This item is for our permanent committees that do want to give a summary of activities or information to the 

Presbytery which have determined that a floor presentation is not necessary. For this meeting, this includes: 

 

 Presbytery Ambassadors’ Update can be found as Attachment #5 to the record of these Minutes.. 

 

 The Session Review Committee would like to communicate that a copy of the minutes of each Session 

Meeting and any Congregational Meetings for 2008 was to be sent to the assigned reviewer throughout 

the year.  Most of the churches have done this faithfully by mail or as an email attachment. Thank you 

very much.  However, several churches have not yet sent in any of their minutes for 2008. The Review 

Committee needs these by March 1, 2009, for any churches which have not already sent their minutes 

in order to complete our 2008 Session Review Committee Year-End Report for Presbytery.    

   Last year, you were informed of your church’s assigned Session Review Committee as  

  either Bev Havens or Jack Nelson. (Note: those churches who were previously assigned to  

  reviewer Ken Glasier were to send their session minutes to Jack when Ken moved back east in  

  June to pastor a church.)  Thank you for your assistance.  Bev’s email: HavensB@aol.com; Jack’s 

  email: jknelson1968@msn.com. A listing of churches and reviewers can be found as 

 Attachment #6 to the record of these Minutes.   

 

 The following Nominating Committee communication. The needs are: 

  1.  A Teaching Elder for the Nominating Committee. 

2.  A replacement for Rev. Ken Glasier on the Session Review Committee; 

     Rev. Dan Gardinier agreed to serve for Class of 2011 

3.  Three Women for the Women in Ministry Committee; 

      Michelle Herring was nominated for Class of 2011                         

                                                                                        

  Also, please note the profiles that Mrs. Ruth Baer and Women in Ministry are looking for: 

   1.  Team Member -- searching for a webpage designer. Using results from Ministry By  

   Women questionnaire, this woman would design our WIM webpage of epcwest.org to  

   help POW women contacts connect with one another, highlighting resources, retreat  

   speakers, effective Bible studies (churches willing to share), women in EPC churches that 

   have ministries not necessarily supported by the EPC (financially), "what worked and  

   what didn't," etc.; May also include ability to blog.  

   2.  Team Member -- to develop support structure for "Women in Ministry," such as our  

   women pastors, those who have ministries outside the church (an example is a woman  

   who has started a ministry to widows and orphans by creating a non-profit organization), 

   and those ministries other churches may have, such as Josna Azim's literacy/skills  

   program for Pakistani women.  

   3.   Team Member -- to help with overall planning and any events that are held 

 

Motion was sustained to approve Rev. Dan Gardinier to serve on the Session Review Committee and 

Michelle Herring to serve on the Women in Ministry Committee. 

 

 The General Assembly Permanent Committees need for new members was communicated from 

Chairman Rev. Steve Wilkinson to the Clerk’s office. Handouts of the Committee Descriptions were 
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made available at the registration table. Those who are interested in serving on a national committee or 

want additional information are advised to contact the General Assembly Office.      

 

86-9: Descending Overtures for 2009 

 

 The General Assembly Descending Overtures are found as Attachment #7 to the record of these Minutes. These 

were presented at this meeting, but no action will be taken on them until the May 1-2, 2009 meeting.  They are for the 

commissioners to take back to their sessions to discuss and interact with.  Session comments and concerns will be 

addressed at the May 1-2, 2009, meeting prior to voting on the Descending Overtures. 

 

86-10: Denver Seminary Commission       

 These members of the Denver Seminary Commission were presented to the Presbytery of the West for approval: 

  RE Mr. Jack Nelson, Cornerstone Community Church 

  RE Mr. Sam Searcy, Cherry Hills Community Church 

  RE Dr. Cecil Matthews, Cherry Hills Community Church 

  TE Dr. Fred Lian, GracePoint Community Church, and 

  TE Mrs. Sharon Beekmann, Outside the Boundaries with Sharon Beekmann Ministries with Interim 

Stated Clerk Huebl serving as a Presbytery resource to the commission. 

 The terms are to be divided into a three year rotation, the Commission deciding who will serve a one year term, a 

two year term, and a three year term.  Extensions of terms will be allowed by the Book of Order’s regulations. 

 

Motion was sustained to approve the membership of the Denver Seminary Commission 

 

The terms of relationship and commission responsibilities can be found as Attachment #8 to the record of these Minutes. 

 

86-11: Presbytery Committee Presentations 

      

              The following are items that the Permanent Committees are presenting to the Presbytery which require action of 

the Presbytery.  These items have been acted upon at the Committee level before being presented at this Presbytery 

meeting: 

 

 Ministerial Committee -Part 1 

 

  Rev. Ed Davis, Chair, began the report with prayer. 

   

  86-11A:  Acted to dissolve the relationship between Rev. George Carey and Cornerstone Community 

Church and to approve the outside the boundaries call by the General Assembly for Rev. Carey as Director of World 

Outreach. Motion was sustained to approve the dissolution of the relationship between Rev. George Carey and 

Cornerstone Community Church. Motion was sustained to approve the Outside of the Boundaries Call to the 

General Assembly as Director of World Outreach and the Terms of Call. The terms of call consisting of salary, 

housing, standard pension, health insurance and additional benefits were read aloud to the Presbytery and are on file at the 

Clerk’s office. 

   

  86-11B.1:  Acted to dissolve the relationship between Rev. Steve Wilkinson and Northwest Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church, Woodinville, Washington, the congregation having previously voted to approve the dissolution of this 

relationship. Chair Davis updated the Presbytery about the background to this decision between Rev. Wilkinson and 

Northwest EPC.  Both parties mutually and amicably realized that their goals and visions for the church and ministry were 

not in agreement and came to this decision to dissolve their relationship. 

                            Rev. Wilkinson is looking for a new call. Motion was sustained to approve the dissolution of the 

relationship between Rev. Steve Wilkinson and Northwest EPC, Woodinville WA.   Subsequently, Rev. Wilkinson has 

been moved to the Without Call Roll. 

 

  86-11B.2: Acted to appoint Rev. Larry Carlson, Grace Presbyterian Church, Gig Harbor, Washington, as 

Moderator of the session. Motion was sustained to appoint Rev. Larry Carlson as the Temporary Moderator of the 

session of Northwest EPC, Woodinville WA.  Rev. Carlson spoke about the church and the changes and needs of the 

congregation. Dr. Darryl Sparling prayed for the church, Rev. Wilkinson, and Rev. Carlson as he moderates the session. 

 

  86-11C.1:  Acted to dissolve the relationship between Rev. Dr. Lou Angone and the New Community 

Christian Church, Littleton, Colorado, the congregation having previously voted to approve the dissolution of this 

relationship.  Dr. Angone spoke to the Presbytery about how the Lord has been moving him and his wife, Ginger, to do 
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other things than pastor a congregation. He is becoming involved in the community outside the church and is now working 

with Solomon Group Holdings, a business ministry that seeks to help other ministries to do God’s work. Motion was 

sustained to dissolve the relationship between Dr. Lou Angone and New Community Christian Church. 

 

  86-11C.2: Acted on Dr. Angone’s request to resign his ordination with the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church and the Presbytery of the West.  A copy of Dr. Angone’s communication can be found as Attachment #7 to the 

record of these Minutes. Dr. Angone was asked why he was resigning his ordination. He told the Presbytery that he needed 

to be aligned with others who could help him with this new ministry which the EPC is not as well equipped to do, as well as 

his travel will cause him to not be present that often, and, it is the time to end this phase of his ministry and start something 

new. Motion was sustained to receive Dr. Lou Angone’s request to resign his ordination with the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church and the Presbytery of the West.   Rev. Scott Downing prayed for Dr. Angone and this new 

adventure for him and his wife, Ginger, and what God has for them to do, and time was spent ministering to him by Dr. 

Darryl Sparling.  Subsequently, Dr. Angone’s name has been removed from the Rolls of the Presbytery of the West. 

   

  86-11C.3: Acted to authorize the Ministerial Committee to appoint an Interim Moderator for New 

Community Church.  Presbytery discussed the background and status of New Community Christian Church and one of our 

candidates, Mr. Michael Wright, who is a member at New Community Christian Church and seeking to be ordained. 

Motion was sustained to authorize the Ministerial Committee to appoint an Interim Moderator to New Community 

Christian Church, Littleton, Colorado.   The Ministerial Committee was to consider possible ministers for this interim 

need at their next committee meeting. 

 

86-11D:  Acted to appoint a Moderator for the session of Parker Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Parker, 

Colorado, as Rev. Ohman is on sabbatical to finish his doctoral thesis and complete his doctorate program. Motion was 

sustained to appoint Rev. Dave Baer, to Parker Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Parker, Colorado, as Interim 

Moderator.  

 

  86-11E:  Acted to authorized the Ministerial Committee to appoint a Moderator for the session of 

Highline Community Church, Centennial, Colorado, during Rev. Conant is on sabbatical if so requested by the session.. 

Motion was sustained to authorize the Ministerial Committee to appoint an Interim Moderator to Highline 

Community Church if requested by the Session of Highline Community Church. 

   

   

 

 Rev. Dave Newsham praised God for working through the Presbytery and prayed and asked God’s blessing over 

the lunch and asked that there would be deep, meaningful fellowship time as well.  

 

 

Lunch break 

 

A buffet lunch of assorted sandwich wraps was offered by hosting church Highline Community Church which provided a 

great time of food and fellowship among the Presbyters! 

 

86-12: Reconvene 

            

 Moderator Matthews called the meeting back to order after lunch at 1:10 p.m. 

 

86-13:   Small Church Conference and Announcement 

  

 Rev. Fred Lian gave an announcement about the EPC Small Church Network’s Conference this coming March 16-

18, 2009 in Forrest Lake, North Carolina, $50 for registration to attend. This is for churches under 200 in membership.  

 Rev. Lian also told that GracePoint Community Church is hosting an Adoption Forum on March 20, 2009 at their 

church and invited anyone interested in the Forum to attend. Rev. Lian has more information about the conference and 

forum for those interested. 

 

86-14:  Moderator’s Prayer 

  

 Moderator Matthews had the Presbytery join in prayer around the Parable of the Sower and the seed from Matthew 

13:3-23. In conclusion, the Presbytery joined together to sing the Doxology. 
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86-15: Special Presentations        

 

Moderator Matthews introduced Dr. Jim Dixon, Senior Pastor, Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands 

Ranch, Colorado, who preached to the Presbytery from the text Matt. 16:18 on the theme of The Church is Meant to Grow! 

Dr. Dixon asked the question about what does God anoint. God anoints his church. God has chosen His vessel, the 

church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. God loves to grow His people. He told of Abraham, that He would 

multiply His people and that this is in the plan of God. “Of His Kingdom and of His increase there shall be no end.” Daniel 

2 tells of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream that represents the kingdoms of the world and how “the stone made without hands” 

crashes into this statue and grows to fill the earth. Again, this concept shows God’s kingdom grows. 

In the New Testament, the concept continues about the Kingdom growing with the parable of the mustard seed. 

The church belongs to Jesus, “I will build my church.” The church is meant to grow in many ways; church plants, growing 

both qualitatively and quantitatively, by spiritual formation, sending missionaries both locally and overseas, the concept 

including every size church. Dr. Dixon encouraged the Presbytery to not buy into the anti-large church or anti-building 

concepts that are being written about today. What impresses Jesus in the church is that people are learning to love Him and 

each other and share the gospel with the world. It doesn’t matter whether the church is large or small, but the issue is 

faithfulness and that we long to see His kingdom grow.  

Seek to grow the cause of Christ and the Kingdom of heaven. We want to grow lots of things, but there’s nothing 

we should want to grow more than God’s Kingdom. “He who plants is nothing; he who waters is nothing, but only God 

who brings the increase.”  We still need to plant and water but we need to keep in mind Dr. Dean Wolf’s words, 

“Remember, the harvest is the Lord’s.” We need to continue to do what God has called us to do; preach the gospel, bring 

the harvest into churches and appoint pastors to serve. We are all part of the apostolic missionary “call” to fulfill this 

mission, and to help continue this cycle by being involved both in our community and outside of it. Growing heaven on 

earth is the call of Christ.  

  

86-16: Workshop         

         

 The Presbytery World Outreach Committee hosted the workshop with Mr. Gene Kissinger as Master of 

Ceremonies.  It is the committee’s intent to stimulate us to catch a vision for churches to understand and appreciate the 

ethnic makeup of the neighborhoods around them and to consider this diversity as they reach out to their communities.   

 Rev. Steve Garcia, Mrs. Kelley Hayes, Dr. Pete Menconi were the panelists, along with Mr. Wes Tucker, Mr. Sean 

McKelvey who told us about three different “tools” our churches can use to encourage, challenge and equip our 

congregations.   

 The panel had a free ranging dialogue about what being “incarnational verses attractional” church models looked 

like and how it has changed the ministry focus of Celebration Community Church.  They told how being willing to just 

follow the ideas and opportunities that God brings opens doors to peoples hearts and lives.  They also discussed very real 

ways that ministry can get outside of the church building and out into neighborhoods by helping people with their needs; be 

it learning English, learning how to get around on the busses, medical care and where to find it, painting an elderly person’s 

house.  These simple acts of service are what God uses to open doors for the message of the Gospel of Christ.  The panelists 

along with Mr. Tucker and Mr. McKelvey reminded the Presbytery that our communities around us also include 

internationals from many corners of the world and to find ways to include them and reach out to them as well.  They said 

that we no longer have to go outside of our country to start a missional journey for Christ. 

 The World Outreach Committee distributed a resource page which the Stated Clerk will have posted on the 

Presbytery website.   

  

86-17:  World Outreach Director Rev. George Carey 

 

 Rev. George Carey told the Presbytery about his journey to this new ministry as Director of World Outreach at the 

General Assembly and that he is now operating fully out of his new office in Livonia, Michigan. 

 Rev. Carey previously had worked in missions at the US Center of World Missions at William Carey International 

University and with Frontiers for six years. He said we were looking at a “frustrated missionary” and then he told of his 

desire in the past to be a missionary overseas, and that God had never opened the opportunities for him, but now the Lord 

has allowed him to rub elbows with and serve with missionaries, which are his hero’s. 

 The EPC has 44 missionary families working in 22 countries which grew under the previous director, Jeff 

Chadwick. There are currently five people working in the World Outreach office which is a big job and still growing. Jeff 

Chadwick will be helping Rev. Carey with the transition which he was thankful about. 

 Rev. Fred Lian, GracePoint Community Church, led the Presbytery in prayer for Rev. Carey, asking God to use 

Rev. Carey in this new ministry and to give him a wealth of wisdom and favor for this work. 
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86-18: Presbytery Committee Presentations continued: 

 

  Ministerial Committee - Part 2 

 

 

86-18A:  Ministry of the Word Report  

 

  Rev. Ed Davis, Chair, told the Presbytery that the Ministerial Committee has begun to contact all 

ministers in the Presbytery of the West, to ask them about their ministry and to pray for them. He also mentioned that 

getting the Ministry of the Word Report is an important part of this work for the Ministerial Committee and that all 

ministers in the Presbytery of the West should have received the Minister of the Word reporting forms from the Stated 

Clerk’s office and to be sure to fill them out and return them. 

   

86-18B:  Sabbatical Policy 

 

  Chair Davis introduced the Ministerial Committee’s Recommendation to the Presbytery that each church 

work to adopt or develop a specific sabbatical leave policy. He said the benefit of a sabbatical cannot be understated. It 

helps when you take time away to find out what God’s priorities are for you and your ministry. He also mentioned it’s 

cheaper for a church to pay for a sabbatical than the expense of finding a new pastor because a pastor has “burned out.” He 

then read an example of a typical sabbatical leave and rules that accompany it and suggested a line item in church budgets 

to plan for it. 

  Chair Davis asked Rev. Dan Gardinier, Wellington Community Church, to tell the Presbytery how he and 

his church worked through a sabbatical proposal that the church approved. He said the intent of his sabbatical was for 

renewal and refreshment, family, study, and time for travel. He said that the sabbatical was “ministry saving” for him and 

his role as a pastor. He told of his long distance back packing trip to Durango to spend time with God and how he expected 

God to take him through some difficult and painful things. During this time he had planned to memorize, sing, pray and 

read, and that he expected that God would do “surgery on his soul.” However, as he went along, he had this consistent 

profound experience of God’s unfailing loving kindness and God showed him how much he loved him. God had done 

something far deeper than he had anticipated and healed his heart about his relationship with his heavenly father. God also 

helped him to have a new perspective on his pastoral ministry. 

  Rev. Gardinier encouraged the commissioners that if they didn’t have a sabbatical policy, to work on 

getting one, and if they’re burned out, to consider taking a sabbatical to be refreshed and renewed in their vision. He said 

that God intends for us to know Him and to serve Him out of that relationship. He also said that God had worked in the 

church’s midst while he was gone and the congregation shared that they had come to see that the church belongs to Jesus 

Christ and that he loves His church. The church even grew while he was gone! 

   

86-19: Full time Stated Clerk’s Position Discussion 

 

   Rev. Ed Davis addressed the Presbytery about the realization that the Presbytery should seriously 

consider making the position of the Stated Clerk a full time salaried position. 

  Rev. Davis presented some ideas about possible additional duties that a full time Stated Clerk would do 

which includes: 

 Committee training beginning in August through the fall season 

 Training of Committee Chairs  

 Additional Denominational interaction/liaison work 

 Additional work generated by new churches coming into the Presbytery 

 Meetings in Livonia to bring back accurate information 

 Meetings with Chairpersons 

 Fundraising by working with church sessions in the Presbytery to support the Presbytery financially with 

their contributions; help churches to understand what it is their contributions actually do for and through 

the work of the Presbytery, which will help generate income to offset the expense of a full time Stated 

Clerk. 

 Training of the clerk and committees in “hatch off” or new presbyteries 

 

Moderator Matthews also suggested including these additional duties: 

 

 Visiting Presbytery of the West churches 

 Attend  Presbytery Committee meetings 

 Prayer Request newsletter 
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 Serve as a resource for Pastors, i.e. a “pastor’s pastor” through visitations and attendance 

 Obtain featured speakers for Presbytery meetings 

   

 Moderator Matthews mentioned that the drawback is that there is not enough money coming into the Presbytery 

and that eleven of our churches do not support the Presbytery financially. We have the most churches and the largest 

congregations but we are fourth out of eight Presbyteries in giving to the Presbytery. He asked the Presbytery to consider 

ways to be able to fund a full time Clerk. Treasurer Bob Maier said the Presbytery would need an additional $50,000 to 

$60,000 per year to be able to support a salaried full time Clerk.  

 

 The discussion was for information only. 

 

 

Interim Stated Clerk Rev. Marc Huebl asked the Presbytery for a matter of privilege to let the Presbytery know that our 

EPC missionary Rev. Dave Newsham has 80% of his funding but is still in need of approximately $1,600 per month in 

order to be released to return to the mission field in China. Clerk Huebl requested that commissioners go back to their 

church mission committees and consider taking them on as missionaries.  

 

 Elder Jack Nelson, Cornerstone Community Church, asked God’s blessing on the fellowship and food.  

 

Dinner Break 

Highline Community Church provided a wonderful dinner buffet for the Presbyters. The efforts of the hosting church were 

enjoyed and appreciated by all who partook of the dinner and fellowship time! 

 

Evening Worship and Prayer service                                      7:00pm     

  

 After a time of worship and praise by the Highline Community Church music team, Rev. George Carey presented 

the evening message, Blessings!  The bible is a book of blessings! The service also included the celebration of communion 

and the Pastors’ Benevolence Offering. 

 

Dessert Bar          

 

Saturday, February 7, 2009 

 

 A delicious buffet breakfast was provided by hosting church, Highline Community Church, and registration ensued at 7:15 

a.m. 

 

86-20: Meeting reconvenes                                                                   

  

 Moderator Matthews called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m. with a word of prayer 

 

86-21: Morning Devotional 

 

 Rev. Guy Boyer, Valley Community Church, San Jacinto CA, opened with prayer and gave the morning 

devotional from Luke 18:31-34. The disciples didn’t understand God’s plan. What seemed like failure from man’s 

standpoint was from God’s standpoint fulfilling His purpose. It seems to be God’s plan to put His people into situations that 

don’t make sense. The test of faith is to trust that God knows what He is doing. God is working out His purpose, even when 

it doesn’t appear to make sense to us. 

 

86-22: Moderator’s Prayer time 

 

 Moderator Matthews led the Presbytery in a time of prayer. Presbyters were instructed to follow the prayer request 

list that was on the screen and to pray individually out loud at the same time. The time was concluded with singing O How I 

Love Jesus. 

 

86-23: Presentation and discussion of the Proposed 2009 Budget 

 

 Treasurer Bob Maier began the presentation with prayer. The Proposed Budget was presented at the October 3-4, 

2008 meeting of the Presbytery of the West.  Since then, the General Council amended what was originally presented in 

October, 2008, due to the economic issues facing our churches.  Motion was sustained to approve the amended 
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Proposed Budget for 2009.  A copy of the amended Proposed Budget and Treasurer’s Comments can be found as 

Attachment #9 to the record of these Minutes. 

 

86-24:    Cornerstone Gospel Band 

 

 Rev. George Carey and the Cornerstone Gospel Band provided morning entertainment with a Bluegrass Country 

gospel sound. Banjo, harmonica, piano, bass and guitar were all apart of the band with Rev. Carey leading the vocals while 

playing guitar. Hymns, old favorites, and several songs written by Rev. Carey were performed and the Presbytery was 

asked to sing along. The band received a warm reception from the Presbytery. 

 

86-25: What’s happening in Your Church? 

 

 This meeting we heard from Rev. Jon Sharpe, pastor, 1

st

 Presbyterian Church, Levelland, Texas, and Rev. Rob 

Hock, pastor, Community Church of Ephrata, Ephrata, Washington. 

 Rev. Sharpe mentioned they were celebrating being in the EPC for one year. Levelland produces oil, cotton and 

hosts a college. The church was founded in 1925 as PCUSA. It is a church of 125. He told about their ministry, Children’s 

Hope, to abused families and children, and their connections with Levelland Christian School. He also told of their 

involvement in a food program in the community, Disciples in Action.  The church is looking to expand their vision in 

becoming more involved in a larger Christian worldview perspective of ministry. 

 

 Rev. Hock told about Ephrata WA, and that its town population is about 10,000. It’s where the county seat is and 

has a lot of agricultural influences which affects the culture. It is not a transient town and you may have a neighbor for 40 

years! The social dynamics affect how the church functions; the history shades relationships.  

The church came out of the PCUSA about five years ago and is considered new in town. The last two and a half 

years has seen tremendous growth in the church. Rev. Hock spoke about developing and training leadership. They are 

growing fast and learning how to implement their new strategies and programs.   

 

 Rev. Brad Strait led in prayer for these two churches and Rev. Sharpe and Rev. Hock, asking God to give them 

more of what their hearts desire for effective ministry. 

 

86-26: Presbytery Committee Presentations 

 

 86-26A:   Women in Ministry         

        

 Mrs. Ruth Baer, Chair, opened with prayer and introduced Michelle Herring, the newest team member. Michelle 

will help with designing the web page. Donna Davis had previously told about the intercessory team need of more 

intercessors and Mrs. Baer reminded Presbyters to contact her at donnalee53@hotmail.com.   Mrs. Baer talked about the 

theme of the Presbytery; how God uses you and me in the process of growing His church. She presented a video about the 

2008-2010 Faith Focus Project, Eagles’ Wings, a home for adolescent girls who are forced, due to their age, to leave state-

run orphanages. This year, the Faith Focus Project is sending a vision team of women to Albania. She asked the Presbyters 

to consider helping support a Presbytery of the West woman, Linda Brown, who would like to go and participate in this 

project and needs additional funding. Chair Baer asked to take this need to the Women’s Ministry committees at your 

church. Checks can be made out to the Presbytery of the West with the memo, “Eagles’ Wings.”  The report can be found 

as Attachment #10 to the record of these Minutes. 

 

 86-26B:  Care of Candidates Committee  

 

 Rev. Bob Mossman, Chair  began the report with prayer and introduced Mr. Rich Pilon. 

       

 86-26B1:  Acted to bring under the care of the Presbytery of the West, Mr. Richard Pilon.  Mr. Pilon is an Elder 

who has been serving at Greenwood Community Church and is seeking to be ordained in the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church.  Mr. Pilon is endorsed by the session of Greenwood Community Church, has completed all his paperwork, his 

request to be received as a candidate and the session endorsement form are on file with the Stated Clerk, and is 

unanimously recommended by the Care of Candidates Committee to the Presbytery. 

Mr. Pilon told the Presbytery of his time at Greenwood Community Church for the last 16 years, and about his 

journey of faith in Christ, his sense of motivation for ministry, and about his call to ministry. The Presbytery asked 

questions of Mr. Pilon in these areas and why he is seeking ordination in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church which Mr. 

Pilon answered was the high regard Presbyterians have for the Sovereignty of God and his own experience of seeing God 

working in his life over the years.  
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He was asked about his current ministry with the Men’s Ministry at Greenwood Community Church. Mr. Pilon 

believes that he has been called to that specific area of ministry. Mr. Pilon has also been active in Presbytery as an Elder on 

the Ministerial Committee. 

Dr. Tom Melton, Greenwood Community Church, spoke to the Presbytery about Mr. Pilon’s service and ministry 

and friendship, highly recommending him to the Presbyter to be received as a candidate for ordination under the care of the 

Presbytery of the West. 

 

Motion was sustained to approve Mr. Richard Pilon as a Candidate for Ordination under the care of the 

Presbytery of the West. 

  

 Moderator Matthews asked Mr. Pilon the candidate vows from the Book of Government 12-2C, which Mr. Pilon 

answered in the affirmative. Moderator Matthews declared Mr. Richard Pilon to be placed on the Roll of Candidates of the 

Presbytery of the West.  Rev. Anthony Vartuli, Greenwood Community Church, prayed for Mr. Pilon.  Dr. Tom Melton, 

Greenwood Community Church, gave a charge to Mr. Pilon, telling him to “Charge!” ahead into ministry.  Rev. Brad Strait 

was appointed as his advisor. 

 

86-27: Joint Committee Report on Exceptions  

 

 The report is in response to a motion from the floor of Presbytery at the October meeting regarding what 

guidelines to use for the examination process in regards to exceptions to the Westminster Confession of Faith. The report 

can be found as Attachment #11 to the record of these Minutes. Clerk Huebl mentioned that the intent of the committees is 

to not take away the right of the Presbytery in questioning the candidate’s by having a “checklist” of standard exceptions, 

but to provide guidelines of the examination questions at the committee level. Rev. Ed Davis, Chair of the Ministerial 

Committee, also commented that the committees are open to input regarding listing standard questions regarding the 

Westminster Confession in the examination process so the Presbytery has confidence in the preparation of the candidates. 

 The floor of the Presbytery was open for discussion and several ministers responded with what they would like to 

see happening at the committee level including: examinations on a standard list of exceptions; probing deeper if “no 

exceptions” are stated; distribution of the candidate’s exceptions distributed previous to the floor examination; reassurance 

on the depth of the candidate’s examination process.  Also, it was stated that a candidate should not be “suspect” if they 

would state they have no exceptions to the Westminster Confession of Faith. 

 Moderator Matthews also responded that the committees do a good job in examining the candidates as he has been 

attending these committee meetings for the last eight years.  Rev. Ed Davis mentioned that the committees need to have the 

trust of the Presbytery and that they are open to any questions from the Presbyters about what they do at the committee 

level. He said it’s the committee’s job to prepare the candidate for the floor. Chair Bob Mossman said the care of candidates 

committee always asks for written exceptions and provides the Presbytery with them prior to the floor.  

 

86-28: New Business/Carry over Business 

     

             86-28A: Acted to establish a temporary form of government for Neighborhood Church, according to BOG 5-2A.3, 

until the church would become a particular church. 

 

                Motion was sustained to approve an Administrative Commission to act as a temporary session for 

Neighborhood Church with the following members: Rev. Marc Huebl, Covenant Community Church; Rev. Adam 

Long, Lookout Mountain Community Church; Rev. Dave Meserve, Urban Skye Ministries; Ruling Elders Eric 

Ebeling, Todd Lowther, Lookout Mountain Community Church; Ruling Elders Curt Brower, Rich Pilon, Chris 

Binkley, Greenwood Community Church; Ruling Elder Ted Brandsma, Bear Creek EPC. 

 

              86-28B:  Discussion on the new commissioned pastor ministry position 

 Rev. Ed Davis, Chair, Ministerial Committee, told about the committee’s decision to not approve a request for 

“commissioned pastor status” for a candidate based on the interpretation of the Book of Government 10-6 Paragraph E by 

the General Assembly office that said the positions envisioned were to be solo positions that were difficult to fill with a 

teaching elder. The candidate did not meet the criteria since the candidate was in a multiple staff position on a church staff. 

The intent from the General Assembly was also that the commissioned pastor position is to be for a temporary situation in a 

specialized ministry. The discussion will be ongoing as the committee comes to understand what qualifies a candidate for 

the new commissioned pastor ministry position. 
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 Moderator Matthews took a matter of personal privilege to apologize to Rev. Tommy Allen regarding a previous 

incident regarding not letting him speak at a Presbytery meeting. Moderator Matthews explained the procedures from 

Robert’s Rules of Order which is what he based his decision to not allow Rev. Allen to speak a second time by allowing 

everyone else to speak first. Moderator Matthews wanted to clarify any misunderstanding. 

 

86-29:   Announcements, Appreciations and Adjournment 

 Moderator Matthews asked for evaluations to be returned to the Clerk’s office. Appreciations were extended to 

Rev. Mel Conant, and Highline Community Church staff and volunteers. Elder Ken Roberts closed the Presbytery meeting 

with prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

 

 

_____________________________________                         _____________________________________ 

Moderator Stated Clerk 

 

Important Dates for 2008-2009    

 

  

May 1-2, 2009        Faith Presbyterian Church 

         Aurora, Colorado 

 

June 24-29, 2009        General Assembly 

         Cornerstone Presbyterian Church 

         Brighton, Michigan 

 

Sept 29-Oct 1, 2009       Pastor’s Retreat 

         Omaha, Nebraska 

 

October 2-3, 2009       Covenant Presbyterian Church 

         Omaha, Nebraska 

 

February 5-6, 2010       Cherry Hills Community Church 

         Highlands Ranch, Colorado 

 

June 2010                                                                                                                 General Assembly 

         Cherry Creek Presbyterian  

         Church   Englewood, CO 

 

  

 

 

Attachments following: 

 

1.  Reception Commission Report  1 page 

2.  Communication regarding Rev. Shaver    1 page 

3.  2008 financial report   5 pages 

4.  Ambassadors’ Report                                2 pages 

5.  Session Review    1 page 

6.  2009 Descending Overtures  6 pages 

7.  Denver Seminary Agreement  2 pages 

8.  Dr. Angone’s resignation  1 page 

9.  2009 Proposed Budget and comments      3 pages 

10. Women in Ministry Report  1 page 

11. Joint Committee Report  2 pages
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Reception Commission Summary Report 

February 2, 2009 

 

 

 

 The Reception Commission did meet December 12, 2008, to act upon the requests from Sunset 

Presbyterian Church and Kenton Presbyterian Church both from Portland, Oregon, which are seeking 

dismissal from the Cascades Presbytery, PCUSA.  These particular churches and their ministers, Rev. 

Ken Mulder, Rev. Ron Kincaid, serving Sunset Presbyterian Church, and Rev. Alan Wilkerson serving 

Kenton Presbyterian Church, are requesting to be received as Transitional Members in the geographic 

Presbytery of the West, EPC. 

 

 The Commission found their application and paperwork in order, all ministers and officers to 

be in agreement with the terms and conditions of reception according to the actions of the General 

Assembly of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and acted on behalf of the Presbytery of the West to 

receive them and declare them to be Transitional Members of the Presbytery of the West. 

 

 The Commission also took action to authorize Rev. Dr. Shawn Robinson, Rev. Robin Kelley, 

and Rev. Scott Downing to meet with Pioneer Presbyterian Church in Winter, California, its officers 

and its minister, Rev. Robert Badgely.  Pioneer Presbyterian Church and Rev. Badgely have petitioned 

to come in to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church through the EPC National Transitional Presbytery 

which took action to receive them.  The church and the minister will eventually become a particular 

church in the Presbytery of the West.  Ministers Robinson, Kelley, and Downing, will be assisting the 

Presbytery of the West’s Reception Commission with Pioneer Presbyterian Church and Rev. Badgely 

in the reception process. 

 

 

Sincerely submitted on behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

 

Rev. Marc Huebl 
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18 

 

To: The Presbytery of the West, EPC  

From: The Commission for Harvest Valley Christian Church and Mark Shaver Date: 

February 6, 2009  

On October 6, 2006, at the 79

th

 meeting of the Presbytery of the West, an Administrative 

Commission was constituted of the following members; TE Jim Murphy, Faith Evangelical Church, 

Loveland, CO; TE Ed Davis, Christ Fellowship Church, Fort Collins, CO; RE Cecil Matthews, Christ 

the King Presbyterian Church, Castle Rock, CO; RE Ted Brandsma, Bear Creek EPC, Lakewood, 

CO; and RE Steve Dunn, Parker EPC, Parker, CO.  

The charge was to examine and receive Harvest Valley Church, Weldona, CO, and pastor Rev. Ma rk 

Shaver into the Presbytery of the West according to the Book of Government 5 -4 and 16-26-B.2.a.b 

at the times and dates determined by the Commission, Rev. Shaver and Harvest Valley Church.  

The commission has been in contact and worked with Harvest Vall ey, and Rev. Mark Shaver 

over the more than two years since being appointed by the Presbytery of the West.  

It was determined by Pastor Mark Shaver and the members of the Commission that Harvest Valley 

Church was not a viable church at this time. In a letter written December 22, 2008, Rev. Mark Shaver 

suspended his work as a pastor evangelist with the church and his movement toward joining the 

Presbytery of the West and the EPC. He has stated that if things change with his ministry and it is in 

a conducive setting, he will certainly re-apply and move toward ordination.  

Therefore, it is recommended that the Commission assigned to Harvest Valley Church, Weldona, 

CO, and Rev. Mark Shaver, be dismissed, with appreciation, as their work is completed at this 

time.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cecil Matthews, Chair  
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