Minutes of the
87th Meeting 
of the Presbytery of the West

May 1-2, 2009
Faith Presbyterian Church
11373 E. Alameda Avenue
Aurora, CO 80012
303-364-7271    Fax: 303-361-6725
Who is My Neighbor?
87-1:
Call to Order /Welcome
Moderator Dr. Cecil Matthews called the 87th meeting of the Presbytery of the West to order at 10:00 am.                               
Senior Pastor, Rev. Doug Klein, Faith Presbyterian Church, welcomed the Presbytery.

87-2:
Declaration of Quorum

Stated Clerk Rev. Marc Huebl declared there was a quorum of the Presbytery in attendance, as evidenced by the following attendance record:

	MINISTERS
	
	STATUS
	ELDERS

	
	
	
	

	Arvada Community Church
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	John Ziska

	Bear Creek EPC
	
	
	

	Dr. James Coleman
	
	Present
	Ted Brandsma

	Celebration Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Steve Garcia
	
	Unexcused
	

	Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Dr. Don Sweeting
	
	Present
	Tom Bissell, Jan Bole, Paul Neu

	Rev. Bruce Finfrock
	
	Present
	Chuck Collins, Alan Johnson, Ken Roberts

	Rev. Marty Martin
	
	Present
	Jim Shira, Judy Galazorik

	Rev. Zachary Hicks
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Bryan Craig
	
	Present
	

	Cherry Hills Community Church
	
	
	

	Dr. James Dixon
	
	Excused
	Barb Matthews, Cecil Matthews, Dutch Franz,

	Dr. Ramona Spilman
	
	Present
	Marlys DeVries, Gene Kissinger, 

	Dr. Michael Anderson
	
	Present
	Gary Fields, Sam Searcy

	Rev. Brett Garretson
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Todd Schmidt
	
	Present
	

	Christ Covenant Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Everest
	
	Present
	

	Christ Fellowship Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Ed Davis
	
	Present
	Brian Christensen, Donna Davis

	Christ the King Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Dan Weidman
	
	Present
	Tim Weber, Tim Herring, David Runyan

	Clayton Community Church
	
	
	

	Dr. Shawn Robinson
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Rick Nylund
	
	Unexcused
	

	Community Church of Ephrata
	
	
	

	Rev. Robert Hock
	
	Present
	

	Cornerstone Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Robert Mossman
	
	Present
	Jack Nelson

	Covenant Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Marc Huebl
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - Omaha 
	
	
	

	Rev. Jeremy Grant
	
	Excused
	Jaci Goldhorn, Justin Anderson

	Dr. Kevin McDonald
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Graham Baily
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - San Diego
	
	
	

	Rev. David Fenska
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - Vail
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	

	Faith Evangelical Church - Loveland
	
	
	

	Rev. James Murphy
	
	Excused
	Bob Kuseski,

	Dr. Dan Ackerman
	
	Excused
	

	Faith Presbyterian Church - Aurora
	
	
	

	Rev. Douglas L. Klein
	
	Present
	Paula Kendrick, Ned Davis, Karen Phelps

	Rev. Fred Stifel
	
	Present
	Bobbie Mays, Richard Konopka, Paul Erdmann

	First EPC - Renton, WA 
	
	
	

	Rev. Tommy Allen
	
	Present
	Doug Fletcher, Ron Bengelink

	First Presbyterian Church - Greeley 
	
	
	

	Rev. Doug Brown
	
	Present
	Marilyn Beattie, N. Scott Urquhart

	First Presbyterian - Levelland, TX
	
	
	

	Rev. John Sharpe
	
	Present
	

	Grace Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Cooper McWhiter
	
	Present
	

	Grace Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Larry Carlson
	
	Present
	

	GracePoint Community Church
	
	
	

	Dr. Fred Lian
	
	Present
	David Shahan, Merlon E Williams

	Greenwood Community Church
	
	
	

	Dr. Tom Melton
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Anthony Vartuli
	
	Unexcused
	

	Heritage EPC
	
	
	

	Rev. Dave Brogren
	
	Present
	

	Highline Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Mel Conant
	
	Present
	Ken Geoffrion

	Lookout Mountain Community Church
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	

	Rev. Aram Haroutunian
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Adam Long
	
	Present
	

	Millbrook Presbyterian Fresno, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Jerry Voss
	
	Excused
	

	Morningside Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Rev. David Zook
	
	Present
	

	 Northwest Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	

	Parker Evangelical Pres. Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Erik Ohman
	
	Unexcused
	Bob Maier, David Shultz

	Sanger Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. David Long
	
	Present
	

	San Ramon Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Scott Downing
	
	Unexcused
	

	Thai Evangelical Presbyterian Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Chaluay Ruangchan
	
	Unexcused
	

	The New Community Christian Church
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	

	Valley Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Guy Boyer
	
	Present
	

	Transitional Membership Churches
And Ministers -  Non - Voting
	
	
	

	Kenton Presbyterian Church, Portland
	
	
	

	Rev. Alan Wilkerson
	
	Excused
	

	Pioneer Presbyterian Church, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Badgely
	
	Excused
	

	Sunset Presbyterian Church, Portland
	
	
	

	Rev. Ron Kincaid
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Ken Mulder
	
	Excused
	

	Military Chaplains on Active Duty
	
	
	

	LTJG Brian Hill
	
	Excused
	

	Major Mark Ingles
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Jason Kim
	
	Present
	

	Capt. Russ Ragon
	
	Excused
	

	Other Chaplains
	
	
	

	Dr. James Bidderman
	
	Present
	

	Evangelists
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Barrett
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Ehud Garcia
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Mike Klassen
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Robin Kelley
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Dave Meserve
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Eugene Scott
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Windsor Stough
	
	Present
	

	Serving Outside the Boundaries
	
	
	

	Rev. David Baer
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Sharon Beekmann
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Bob Beltz
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. George Carey
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Bruce Demarest
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. David Flaig
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Dan Gardinier
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Daniel Gilbert
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Marc Gronholz
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Steve Haas
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Duncan Howard
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Andrew Jackson
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Jeff Jeremiah
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Donald Kearby
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Tom Leavitt
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Henry Lederle
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Setan Lee
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Phil Legal
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Calvin McKinney
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Doug Neunke
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Gil Odendaal
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Torry Olsen
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Brian Post
	
	Unexcused
	

	Colonel Robert Ralston
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Scott Rash
	
	Present
	

	Rev. James Rosenquist
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Richard Savidge
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Bill Springston
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bradley Strait
	
	Present
	

	Rev. John C. Taylor
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Stan Van Den Berg
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Jack Van Ens
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Richard Van Pelt
	
	Unexcused
	

	EPC Missionary
	
	
	

	Dr. Greg Livingstone
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. David Newsham
	
	Present
	

	Pastors Without a Call
	
	
	

	Rev. Ed Blake
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Ron Burton
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Scott Grabendike
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Ken Glasier
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Jon Hokama
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Chris Istrati
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Timm Jackson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. James Martin
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Joel Olson
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Richard Vroon
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Tim Wilbanks
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Steve Wilkinson
	
	Excused
	

	Chaplain M. Bradley Yorton
	
	Unexcused
	

	Retired Pastors
	
	
	

	Rev. Jerry Autry
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bruce Ferry
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. John Cedar
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bob Merriman
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Gerald Kelly
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Frank Meyer
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Ed Randal
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Gary Reddish
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Charles Wickman
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. George Wood
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Paul Johnson
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Mark Moore
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Chris Smith
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Dean Wolf
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Bud Sparling
	
	Excused
	

	Inactive Pastors
	
	
	

	Rev. David Boswell
	
	Unexcused
	

	Guests/Observers/Candidates
	
	
	

	Nate Johnson
	
	Present
	Candidate Under Care, Christ the King

	Gary McCusker
	
	Present
	Candidate Under Care, Parker Pres

	Larry Jung
	
	Present
	1st Presbyterian, Jacksonville, OR

	Mark Portrait
	
	Present
	1st Presbyterian, Jacksonville, OR`

	Steven Kim
	
	Present
	Denver Korean Church

	Bob Christopher
	
	Present
	Trinity Presbyterian, Fresno, CA

	Scott Beckman
	
	Present
	Trinity Presbyterian, Fresno, CA

	Tiffany Zook
	
	Present
	Morningside EPC

	Jim Kelley
	
	Present
	Emmaus Road 

	Lisa Weidman
	
	Present
	Christ the King

	Michelle Herring
	
	Present
	Christ the King

	Nancy Moore
	
	Present
	Faith Presbyterian, Aurora

	Ruth Baer
	
	Present
	Covenant Family Ministries

	Madeleine Huebl
	
	Present
	Covenant Community Church, Aurora

	Jason Fisher
	
	Present
	Cornerstone 

	Barb Roberts
	
	Present
	Cherry Creek Presbyterian

	Pam Harvey
	
	Present
	GCC

	Keri Christiansen
	
	Present
	Christ Fellowship Church

	John Beattie
	
	Present
	First Presbyterian, Greeley

	Deborah McKinney
	
	Present
	Morning Glory Church

	Laura Mossman
	
	Present
	Cornerstone Community Church

	Dick Mulhern
	
	Present
	Food for the Hungry

	Liz Mulhern
	
	Present
	Food for the Hungry

	Rhonda Reedy
	
	Present
	Greenwood Community Church

	Carla Vieregg
	
	Present
	Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch

	Ed Vieregg
	
	Present
	Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch

	Rose Brandsma
	
	Present
	Bear Creek EPC

	Cheryl Jaeger
	
	Present
	Christ Covenant

	Lynn Brogran
	
	Present
	Heritage  EPC

	Sean McKelvey
	
	Present
	New Community

	

	NUMERICAL ATTENDANCE SUMMARY

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Present
	Excused
	Unexcused
	Total on Rolls/Parity

	Ministers (Teaching Elders)
	52
	26
	45
	123

	Transitional Members
	0
	4
	
	

	Ruling Elders
	41
	
	
	246

	Candidates/Visitors/Guests/ Others
	30
	
	
	

	TOTAL IN ATTENDANCE
	123
	
	
	369

	
	
	
	
	

	Changes in Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Mr. Nate Johnson
	From Candidates’ Roll to Ministers’ Roll

	Rev. Eric Ohman
	Moved to Without Call Roll

	Rev. Robert Ralston
	Moved to Without Call Roll

	Rev. Mel Conant
	Moved to Without Call Roll

	Removed from Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Transitional Member Rev. Ron Kincaid
	Dismissed to New Wineskins Presbytery
	
	
	

	Transitional Member Rev. Ken Mulder
	Dismissed to New Wineskins Presbytery
	
	
	

	Transitional Member Rev. Alan Wilkerson
	Dismissed to New Wineskins Presbytery
	
	
	

	Candidate Mrs. Heran Yoo
	Relocated to Seoul Korea and Ordained by Korean church
	
	
	

	Candidate Mr. Brian Kleager
	No longer pursuing EPC Ordination
	
	
	

	New to Rolls 
	None
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


87-3:
Homily/Sermon

Candidate for Ordination, Mr. Nathan Johnson, presented a homily from Luke 1:77-78 as part of his ordination examination requirements. Mr. Johnson spoke about what a strange place this is; we have been entrusted with the message of grace and it by and large falls on deaf ears. This message of grace has seemingly become boring. The pulpit is failing in different areas including only preaching God’s grace and goodness and excluding suffering. People do not understand God’s purposes for allowing suffering in their lives, or hardship or unfulfilled dreams. We need more discipleship and spiritual discipline but without leaving the message of grace and forgiveness. 
87-4:
Moderator’s Time for Prayer


Presbytery Moderator Dr. Cecil Matthews led the Presbytery in a time of prayer along the theme of the Presbytery meeting, “Who is my neighbor?” The Presbytery broke into small groups to pray for each other, the day’s business decisions, officers of the Presbytery, the Docket, and a special prayer for Moderator Elect Rev. David Baer as he was currently undergoing surgery. The prayer time concluded with praying the Lord’s Prayer together. 
87-5:
Approval of Docket
The Docket was approved and adopted with the following amendments:
· P.3 Add Item #3a; dissolution of call for Rev. Mel Conant.

· P.3 Add Item #5; update on Lookout Mountain Community Church search process.

· P.5 Add Item #4; act to assign a new advisor for Candidate Brad Hayward.
· P.5 New Business; add Cherry Creek Ascending Overture.

87-6:
Introduction of Guests


Moderator Matthews introduced Rev. Stephen Kim, who is interested in planting a Korean church and transferring his ordination to the EPC. 
87-7:
Omnibus/Consent Motion                                  



Moderator Matthews

These items are considered to be routine and will be considered for action as one motion.  However, any item may be removed and acted upon separately if so moved by the Presbytery.  The items considered were:

A. Minutes of 86th Meeting are approved as read.   (These Minutes have been previously distributed.)

B. Excused those ministers with valid reasons for not attending the Presbytery meeting.

C.  That the Financial Report be received and can be found as Attachment # 1 to the record of these minutes.
Motion was sustained to approve the entire Omnibus/Consent Motion

87-8:
Presbytery Committee/Staff Summaries of Activity and Updates


This item is for our permanent committees that do want to give a summary of activities or information to the Presbytery which have determined that a floor presentation is not necessary. For this meeting, this included:
· The Presbytery Ambassadors’ Report which can be found as Attachment #2 to the record of these minutes;

· The Care of Candidates Committee Report which can be found as Attachment # 3 to the record of these minutes;
· The Church Development Committee Report which can be found as Attachment # 4 to the record of these minutes;

· The Nominating Committee Report and active committee and Presbytery officer membership can be found as Attachment # 5 to the record of these minutes.
Motion was sustained to approve the Nominating Committee’s recommendation for Rhonda Reedy to Women in Ministries Committee, class of 2011. 
· The Session Review Committee Report which can be found as Attachment # 6 to the record of these minutes.
87-9:
Descending Overtures for 2009

The Presbytery voted on the General Assembly’s Descending Overtures for 2009. These Descending Overtures had been previously distributed the previous two Presbytery meetings.
 The numeric vote was as follows:
Descending Overture 08A:
      82 yes            0 No
Descending Overture 08B:      82 yes            0 No
Descending Overture 08C:      82 yes            0 No

87-10:
Presbytery Committee Presentations

              The following are items that the Permanent Committees presented to the Presbytery which require action of the Presbytery.  These items had been acted upon at the Committee level before being presented at this Presbytery meeting:


87-10A: Church Development Committee


Rev. Dan Weidman, Chair, wanted to clarify that “CDC” is for Church Development Committee and not the Center for Disease Control given the “swine flu” concerns! Rev. Weidman then opened with prayer.

The committee presented to the Presbytery as information and action the following items:



87-10A.1:  Acted regarding the term of appointment as Evangelist for Rev. Robert Barrett, Eagles’ Wings Church Plant. Rev. Barrett concurred with the committee to not renew his appointment as Evangelist to Eagles’ Wings. Motion was sustained to concur with the recommendation of the committee to not renew the appointment of Rev. Bob Barrett as Evangelist for Eagles’ Wings Church Plant, Phoenix, AZ. Rev. Barrett will continue with his Outside the Bounds Call of ministry at the Hospice of the Valley, Phoenix, AZ.
87-10A.2:  Acted regarding the term of appointment as Evangelist for Rev. Robin Kelley.
Motion was sustained to approve the bi-vocational appointment for two years for Rev. Robin Kelley, Evangelist/Church Planter, to plant an EPC church in the Tri-Valley area of California. The Tri-Valley area is located around Danville, California. The assigned conditions of Rev. Kelley’s appointment are on file with the Stated Clerk and the Church Development Committee.


87-10A.3:   Rev. Eugene Scott, Evangelist, Neighborhood Church, told about their inaugural worship service April 5, 2009. They are excited about the results, they had 90 people with many visitors and are averaging about 55-60 weekly since then. They want to be a mini-church and remain small to maximize relationships. They have a vision to plant 20 mini neighborhood churches over the next 10 years. They focus on three things including worship gatherings, small group communities, and outreach to their neighbors which encompasses being in relationship with their neighbors. They have participated in extreme community makeovers,   block parties, prayer walks, and friendships with people in the community, coffee shop ministry, and a free seminar. A new website is being developed at www.myneighborhoodchurch.org for more information. Invitations were extended to Presbytery to come and visit and partner with the Neighborhood Church. Prayer was offered for the ministry by Mr. Ted Brandsma, Church Development Committee.

87-10B:  Ministerial Committee  

Rev. Ed Davis, Chair, began the report with prayer.

The committee had items of information and the following matters of business for the Presbytery to consider and take action on:


87-10B.1: Motion was sustained to approve the changes in the Terms of Calls and Outside the Boundaries Calls for those ministers whose annual reports have been received and reviewed and found to be in good order.
Motion was sustained to have the Ministerial Committee and the Stated Clerk continue with their efforts to communicate with those ministers whose annual reports are still outstanding.
The Ministerial Committee has been fulfilling the annual requirement to contact all of the ministers in the Presbytery to find out how their ministries are doing as well as making sure the required annual report forms have been completed and returned to the Stated Clerk.

Please refer to an informational spreadsheet for this report which can be found as Attachment # 7 to the record of these minutes.



87-10B.2:  Update on the Presbytery Review Committee’s Remanded Calls notation and progress on what the Ministerial Committee has made regarding the PRC’s ruling. Chair Davis told the Presbytery about making contact with the churches regarding these calls to two of our ministers and will bring to Presbytery the committee’s finding and subsequent Presbytery response.



87-10B.3a:  Motion was sustained to approve the Dissolution of Call and the relationship between Rev. Erik Ohman and Parker Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  Rev. Ohman submitted a letter of resignation to the congregation, which the congregation received at a called meeting on March 22, 2009.  Both the minister and the congregation concurred with the dissolution. Subsequently, Rev. Ohman has been moved to the Without Call roll.


87-10B.3b:  Motion was stained to approve the Dissolution of Call and the relationship between Mel Conant and Highline Community Church.  Rev. Conant submitted a letter of resignation to the congregation, which the congregation received at a called meeting on April 19, 2009.  Both the minister and the congregation concurred with the dissolution.  Subsequently, Rev. Conant has been moved to the Without Call roll.

Prayer was given for these ministers by Rev. Dick Savidge, asking God to watch over them and uniquely bless them and the churches they served, that lives are transformed and Christ be glorified.


87-10B.4a:  Motion was sustained to approve the Outside the Boundaries Call for Dr. Andrew Jackson serving with the Antioch Network and the International Turkey Network.

Dr. Andy Jackson has been asked by the Antioch Network to become a member of their staff and they are asking him to focus his ministry as an Associate of the International Turkey Network.  His task will be to function as a key leader in strategic development of ITN and its ongoing mission work in the nation of Turkey and with churches around the world who share in this calling.  Please see Attachment #8 for more information regarding this outside the boundaries call.


87-10B.4b: Motion was sustained to approve a Change in Status for Rev. Robert Ralston from Outside the Boundaries to Without Call.  Rev. Robert Ralston has finished his outside the boundaries interim position at a PCUSA church in Ohio and is currently without call and has relocated back to Aurora, Colorado.


87-10B.5:  Update on Lookout Mountain’s search process. Rev. Adam Long, Lookout Mountain Community Church, told the Presbytery about their candidate Rev. Bill Synard, a PCA minister who is looking to transfer his ordination into the EPC. The congregation voted 158 yes, 2 no, and one abstained. They are looking forward to his arrival in July 2009, and will begin the work of transfer into the EPC and Presbytery of the West.

These items were considered as information only:

Chair Davis and Rev. Fred Lian told the Presbytery about the EPC’s new Small Church Network, Z 4:10, and how 60% of the denomination is made up of churches under 100. This network is designed to help small church ministers and congregations to be effective in their ministries. The intention in the future is to have a seminar next year in the Denver area. Reportedly, the first conference went well and some topics covered and issues discussed were resources, lay leadership, and ability to pull off programs, assessment of worth and value, and close relationships becoming inward.
Chair Davis reminded the Presbyters to continue looking at a sabbatical leave policy for their churches. 

Chair Davis also announced that on July 12-18, 2009, there will be a trek with Rev. Dan Gardinier, along the Colorado Trail, as a time for spiritual rest and renewal. Presbyters were invited to participate. The cost is $125 which includes meals, gas, and group gear. Please contact Rev. Gardinier for more information.
Moderator Matthews also mentioned that the World Outreach Committee is working on connecting small church’s for mission trips.

Mr. John Ziska, Elder, Arvada Community Church, offered prayer for lunch.

Lunch Break
Faith Presbyterian Church, host church, provided a wonderful lunch buffet and gracious hospitality to the Presbyters, allowing time to greet and eat together!
87-11:
Reconvene/Introduction of Guests/Announcements

Moderator Matthews reconvened the meeting at 1:10 pm and introduced guests Rev. Larry Jung and Elder Mark Portrait, from 1st Presbyterian, Jacksonville, Oregon. Also, Mr. Jason Fisher, Denver Seminary student, whom Moderator Matthews had invited to attend.

Moderator Matthews also mentioned that Karen Vogler has gone home from the hospital. Additionally, Rev. Dave Brogran told the Presbytery that the building they are meeting in, which they were going to buy, was just sold to another church. They just found this out while being on vacation during the past week.
87-12:
Prayer









Moderator Matthews encouraged the Presbyters to read and pray through Psalm 139 together in small groups, remembering Rev. Brogran and Heritage EPC, Bill Vogler’s wife and family as well. The time of prayer was closed with the singing of the doxology.
87-13:
Special Presentations

“Who Is My Neighbor?




Mr. Gene Kissinger, Chair of the Presbytery 
World Outreach Committee, talked about how the Presbytery wants to address the need of how we can become missional and what that looks like. One of the ways is to challenge our Presbytery to reach outside the walls of our own churches. Mr. Kissinger told how God has led some of our members of Presbytery into different ministries while answering this question of who is my neighbor. He then introduced the presenters as they shared their stories of God’s leading them to become missional.

The presentations included Rev. Marty Martin, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, who addressed the Presbytery while showing a slide show, and talked about what the Lord taught him through his two years of service with Food for the Hungry in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Quinn Anderson, Cherry Hills Community Church, spoke about how God directed her to start the Babies of Juarez diapers and formula ministry, and Pam Harvey, Greenwood Community Church, told of how God led her to sell her business and become involved in bringing help and awareness to the human trafficking and global slavery crisis.

Mr. Kissinger concluded with the thought that God is telling us who are neighbor is through the parable of the Good Samaritan. Which one was the neighbor to the person that was in need? What Jesus is asking is who will be the neighbor to them? The challenge was given of how we can play a proactive role in helping people to become transformed into the neighbors that God wants us to be. How, in my church, are we implementing this? 

Mr. Kissinger also mentioned that EPC missionaries Dave and Lisa Newsham are endeavoring to return to China soon and still need $500 monthly support before they are permitted to leave. Mr. Kissinger encouraged the Presbytery to consider taking them on for monthly support.


Sean McKelvey also invited the Presbytery to attend a Crossing Cultures Workshop at Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, June 13, 2009, 8-5pm. This is for leaders to learn how to expose and challenge our churches to the needs of ethnic communities close to home, as well as to equip short - term mission teams with cultural sensitivity and a learner’s attitude. Contact Sean at seanmckelvey@calebresouces.org for more info.
87-14:
Presbytery Committee Presentations continued 

Care of Candidates Committee 

Rev. Robert Mossman, Chair, began with prayer and introduced the Candidate for Ordination, Mr. Nathan Johnson who is being called by Arvada Community Church as Pastor.  Mr. Johnson has completed the committee’s requirements, holds a Masters of Divinity from Denver Seminary, and has passed the EPC written denominational ordination exams.  His part time call is for $15,000 annually plus additional benefits. Mr. Johnson was examined with questions from the following categories: theology, Sacraments, the Bible, the Book of Order, the Reformed tradition, and the nature of the office of a Minister of the word.  Questions were also asked regarding his call, terms of call, and vision for ministry. Candidate Johnson received and answered the questions that were directed to him.

Mr. Johnson’s exceptions to the Westminster Confession of Faith can be found as Attachment # 9 to the record of these minutes.


Mr. Johnson was dismissed from the room.

Mr. John Ziska, Clerk of Session, Arvada Community Church, advocated the call to Mr. Johnson, telling the Presbytery about the exceptional teacher Mr. Johnson is and greatly encouraged the Presbytery to approve Mr. Johnson’s ordination.


After discussion on the floor of Presbytery,

Motion was sustained to approve the oral ordination examination for Mr. Nathan Johnson.   


Motion was sustained to accept Mr. Johnson’s exceptions to the Westminster Confession of Faith. 

Motion was sustained to approve the call to Mr. Nathan Johnson as Pastor to Arvada Community Church and the terms of call.


Motion was sustained to appoint an Administrative Commission to ordain and install Mr. Nathan Johnson as Pastor to Arvada Community Church, on June 7, 2009, at 1:00 pm, with the following members: RE and Chair Cecil Matthews, RE Barb Matthews, Cherry Hills Community Church; RE Dave Runyan, RE Tim Herring, Rev. Dan Weidman, Christ the King; Rev Aram Haroutunian, Lookout Mountain Community Church; Rev. Marty Martin, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church; RE John Ziska, Arvada Community Church.

Prayer was led for Mr. Johnson by Rev. Ed Davis, Christ Fellowship Church, and members of the Presbytery, by the laying on of hands.


87-15:
Meet the Right Reverend Jonathan Edwards!








Dr. Jack Van Ens, in a theatrical presentation, enacted Jonathan Edwards remembering John Calvin. This year marks the 500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birthday, and Jonathan Edwards had some poignant and stimulating thoughts to share! Dr. Van Ens started this drama ministry in 1976 and is a member of this Presbytery.
Rev. Cooper McWhirter prayed over the day’s meeting and the meal. 
Dinner Break
A delicious barbecued beef dinner buffet was provided by host church, Faith Presbyterian; great fellowship ensued!
Evening Worship and Prayer service                                  



 


After a time of worship and praise, Rev. Doug Klein, Pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church, presented the evening message from Gal.6:1-10, about bearing the pastoral burden and how it can be lonely sometimes. He said that we can help bear that burden by encouraging pastors and caring for each other. Jesus’ command was to love one another. As Shepherds of God’s people, we need to show that love to one another. If pastors don’t like each other, how can we expect the flock to love each other? Rev. Klein encouraged the Presbytery to “bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  The service concluded with the celebration of communion and the Pastors’ Benevolence Offering.
Saturday, February 7, 2009
A Continental breakfast provided by the hosting church was enjoyed by all and registration proceeded at 7:15 am.
87-16:
Meeting reconvenes                                                        
  
 



Moderator Matthews reconvened the meeting at 8:00 am.

87-17:
Morning Worship and Devotional

Rev. Marc Huebl, Madeleine Huebl, and Allison Wilson, from Covenant Community Church, led the Presbytery in singing. Dr. Eugene Scott, Evangelist, Neighborhood Church, led the devotional and said that 80% of those who call themselves Christians do not attend church. He asked the question about what kind of church do we need to be? Books abound with stories about how God has given a system, word, or idea about how Christ has formed them. The heart of each of their stories is about how they went back to their first love. Seek first Christ’s kingdom. Our love for Christ is how we will be known and that’s the kind of church we need to be; a church that first and foremost loves Christ! The time was concluded with singing Be Thou My Vision.
87-18:
Moderator’s Prayer time


Moderator Matthews led the Presbytery in a time of prayer. Presbyters prayed silently for the requests that were read by Moderator Matthews. 
87-19:
Presbytery Committee Presentations 



Care of Candidates Committee continued:


Rev. Bob Mossman, Chair, opened with prayer and presented to the Presbytery the following matters requiring Presbytery action:



87-19A:  Motion was sustained to end the candidacy for Mrs. Heran Yoo who has been ordained by her church in Korea and is now living in Korea where she is serving in her church.


87-19B:  Motion was sustained  to end the candidacy for Mr. Brian Kleager who has requested this because he has made the decision that the Evangelical Presbyterian Church is not where he believes he is called to serve.



87-19C:  Motion was sustained to appoint Rev. Darryl Bud Sparling as the new advisor to Candidate Monty Brecheen.


87-19D:  Motion was sustained to appoint Rev. Gordon Thompson Allen as the new advisor to Candidate Brad Hayward.

Rev. Bob Mossman mentioned the difficulties of candidacy and read the list of our Candidates under Care; Terry Adams, Doug Ashley, Brad Beall, Mike Bonser, Monty Brecheen, Mike Burch, Brian Christiansen, Alison Fall, Nicholas Garner, Courtney Grager, Brad Hayward, Susan Kiely, Brian Kleager, Gary McCusker, Wanjiru  Mukunga, Rich Pilon, Pat Russell, Todd Taylor, PJ Werner, and Michael Wright.

Rev. Mossman reminded the Presbytery to pray for these candidates and to support and encourage them. He then asked Rev. Adam Long to pray over all the candidates as they prepare for ministry in the EPC.
87-20:
What’s Happening in Your Church?


Rev. Scott Rash told about his ministry through the Denver Hospice. He has been a chaplain for 15 years and with the Denver Hospice for three years. He feels he has a ministry of “private listening.”  He read an excerpt from Taylor Caldwell’s book, “The Listener.”  He told how important listening is in this ministry and emphasized the need for listening in all ministries. He told a story of how God is touching a client during this crisis time of his life. He said he loves his job because he gets to be with people in the most critical time of their lives, but the hardest part is that he knows the relationship will end with the person dying. He said that after they die, he is also involved with the families in the “messiness of grief” and helps minister to them through it.

Air force Chaplain Mark Ingles also spoke to the Presbytery of the support given him during the recent deaths in his family and expressed appreciation for hospice care. Chaplain Ingles has been a chaplain for 18 years and will be retiring from the Air Force in November, 2010, and looking to what new things God has in store for him. He has had many challenges during his time of deployment and stateside, knowing that some personnel he would not see again. The war has made it difficult for military families and he ministers Christ’s love to these families. He is currently stationed at Peterson Air Force Base and invited Presbyters to the base for a tour.

Moderator Matthews mentioned the other chaplains who are in the Presbytery; Brian Hill, Jason Kim, Russ Ragon, Jim Bidderman, Bob Barrett, while remembering them in their service.


Rev. Eugene Scott prayed over the chaplains and their ministries.
87-21:
Women in Ministry








Chair, Mrs. Ruth Baer, brought greetings from her husband, Moderator Elect Rev. Dave Baer, who is doing well after surgery, but reported the problem was not found. She asked for continued prayer to discover the problem, and also praised God for the potential healing. Mrs. Baer began her presentation with prayer, expressing appreciation for God’s answers to prayers.


Chair Baer introduced the Women in Ministry’s committee members present at the meeting; Donna Davis, Kim Hock, Michelle Herring, and the latest member, Rhonda Reedy. She also thanked the Presbytery for stepping up to help send Linda Brown on the Faith Focus Project to Albania. 
87-22:
Denver Seminary Commission







Rev. Sharon Beekmann, Chair, began her presentation with prayer. She told the Presbytery about the recent efforts to increase the Presbytery’s relationship with the Seminary.  One way this will be accomplished is through materials about the EPC ordination process and reform theology on a new blog site at presbyteryofthewestqa.org. There are articles written by Presbytery of the West ministers and elders on the site. These articles include doctrine, polity, ministry and personal experiences, church planting, and what the Presbytery is about. The blog site will be posted in the Seminary newsletter as new articles become available.

 Rev. Beekmann also said that Randy McFarland, Dean, Denver Seminary, wants to establish an association with the EPC, which the commission is beginning to work toward. Jack Nelson, Cecil Matthews, Rev. Fred Lian, Sam Searcy are members of the commission with Reverends Marc Huebl and Bob Mossman as resources. She also said the seminary is open to the EPC’s reform theology. Dr. Sweeting said that many EPC ministers are teaching at Denver Seminary. It is the opinion of the commission that the seminary would really like more EPC presence on campus as well. She told of a need for the students to attend a Session meeting as part of the polity class taught at the seminary, and letters are going out to ask church sessions to accommodate the students.
87-23:
Transitional Membership Churches and Ministers

87-23A:  Motion was sustained to dismiss the Reverends Ken Mulder and Ron Kincaid, the officers and members of Sunset Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon, to the New Wineskins Transitional Presbytery.  Communication of this request can be found as Attachment # 10 to the record of these minutes.


87-23B:  Motion was sustained to dismiss the Reverend Alan Wilkerson, the officers and members of Kenton Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon, to the New Wineskins Transitional Presbytery.  Communication of this request can be found as Attachment #11 to the record of these minutes.

87-24:
New Business


The session of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, Englewood, Colorado, presented an Ascending Overture to the Presbytery for consideration.  A copy of this can be found with its approved amendment as Attachment #12 to the record of these minutes.  The Ascending Overture was discussed on the floor of the Presbytery.

 A motion was sustained to amend the Overture from being added to Book of Government 13.1 to Book of Government 13.2. 


The motion to support the Ascending Overture was defeated after discussion and the voicing of concern by members of the Presbytery that this overture was an attempt to avoid a denominational discussion about the “elephant in the room,” which is the willingness of the EPC Presbyteries to receive and/or ordain women into the EPC. The vote was 25 for the Overture and 26 against and declared defeated by the Moderator. 
87-25: 86-29:   Announcements, Appreciations and Adjournment


Moderator Matthews asked for evaluations to be returned to the Clerk’s office. Appreciations were extended to Rev. Doug Kline, and Faith Presbyterian Church staff and volunteers. Rev. Dave Fenska closed the Presbytery meeting with prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
_____________________________________                         _____________________________________

Moderator
Stated Clerk

Important Dates for 2009-2010



June 24-29, 2009







General Assembly










Cornerstone Presbyterian Church










Brighton, Michigan

September 29-October 1, 2009





Pastors’ Retreat










Omaha, Nebraska

October 2-3, 2009






Presbytery Meeting

Covenant Presbyterian Church










Omaha, Nebraska
February 5-6, 2010






Presbytery Meeting

Cherry Hills Community Church










Highlands Ranch, Colorado
April 30-May 1, 2010






Presbytery Meeting










San Ramon, California
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Presbytery of the West

March 2009 Financial Reports 

Bob Maier, Treasurer 

4/10/09

Comments

Contributions jumped sharply in March; currently at 98% of budget.  A big contributor was gifts from Faith Evangelical, Loveland to the Church Development Fund.

A line item has been added for the Denver Seminary Commission.  There is no budget for this item since we have not previously had any expense from that ministry.  However, we had some setup expense this past month for a blog:  www.presbyteryofthewestqa.org.  

Most every expense item is under budget except the Insurance item under the Treasurer’s expenses.  Wouldn’t you know it would be me that was the first to over-run the budget!!!  The increase was caused by adding Workers’ Comp insurance which we had not previously covered.

Church Development Committee has extended their support of the Neighborhood Church for an additional year.  The additional $24,000 allocation is reflected on the Balance Sheet.

Please contact me if you have questions or would like additional detail.

Bob Maier, Treasurer
Presbytery of the West
9286 Piney Creek Road
Parker, CO 80138

bob@tactile.com
(303) 246-7131 cell

(303) 841-0499 office
(303) 841-0498 home

(303) 841-2319 fax
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Cecil and Barbara Matthews 

4677 Springmeadow Lane, Castle Rock, CO 80109 


Phone: 720-529-5950 
Fax: 720-529-5951 

E-mail: cecmatthew@aol.com 

April 30. 2009 

Ambassadors' Report for Presbytery of the West, EPC 

The following is a report of the activities of the Presbytery of the West Ambassadors, Cecil and Barb Matthews, from February-April, 2009. The goals and responsibilities of the Ambassadors are as follows: 

1. To visit Presbytery of the West churches, pastors and members of the congregations. 

2. To communicate information and prayer requests to the members and friends of 

the Presbytery of the West. 

3. To encourage church members and pastors in their ministries 

4. To pray with and for the pastors and their families as well as for their ministry. 5. To communicate to the General Council and Presbytery the needs as addressed by 

the churches and pastors visited and how the Presbytery may assist or encourage. 

Churches Visited: 

1. Greenwood Community Church, Greenwood Village, CO 

2. Neighborhood Church Plant, Lakewood, CO 

3. Christ Covenant EPC, Leoti, Kansas. 

4. Sterling College, Sterling, Kansas 

". 

Pastors and leaders contacted 

1. Rev. Mark Ingles, Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado Springs, CO 

2. Rev. Brett Garretson, Cherry Hills Community, Highlands Ranch, CO 

3. Rev. Bob Everest, Christ Covenant EPC, Leoti, Kansas 

4. Rev. Guy Boyer, Valley Community Church, San Jacinto/Hemet, CA 

5. Rev. Anthony Vartuli, Greenwood Community Church, Greenwood Village, CO 6 RE Bob Astone, Sanger Community Church, Sanger, CA 


7 
Rev. Cooper McWhirter, Grace Community Church, Surprise, AZ 

8. Rev. Russ Ragon, Chaplain in Germany 

9. Rev. Andy Jackson, Without a Call, Mesa, AZ 

10. Rev. Eugene Scott, Neighborhood Church Plant, Jefferson County, CO 

11. Rev. Mike Klassen, Neighborhood Church Plant, Jefferson County, CO 

12. Rev. Sharon Beekmann, Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch, CO 13. Mr. Michael Wright, Candidate Under Care, New Community Christian Church, 

Littleton, CO 

14. Rev. Jack Van Ens, Creative Growth Ministries, Arvada, CO 


15 
Rev.' Ron Burton, Without a call, Georgia 

16. Rev. Henry Lederle, Sterling College, Sterling, Kansas 

17. Rev. Phil Legal, Missionary, Bogota, Columbia 18. Rev. Bill Springston, YFC, Colorado Springs, CO 

18. Rev. Calvin McKinney, Morning Glory Church, Colorado Springs, CO 

19. Rev. Larry Carlson, Grace Presbyterian Church, Gig Harbor, W A 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cecil and Barbara Matthews                                                                                            Attachment # 2
Presbytery of the West Care of Candidates Committee

April, 2009

After receiving all of Nathan Johnson’s required paperwork In late 2008, the Committee, solicited and received comments from Dr. Bruce Demarest, Rev. Cooper McWhirter, Rev. Jim Murphy and Rev. Brad Strait on how Mr. Johnson’s Westminster Confession Exceptions align with the acceptable theological range of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  The Committee met with Nate Johnson the morning of Saturday, February 7th to consider the commentary choose the next step.  The Committee voted to approve Mr. Johnson for an Ordination Examination at the May Presbytery of the West Meeting.  Rev Brad Strait graciously agreed to meet with Nate and assist him in preparing for his oral Ordination Examination.  Mr. Johnson met with The Committee March 13th to finalize the attached two handouts for the Presbytery Meeting Docket.

At the April 9th Meeting, the Committee met with Mr. Matthew Hartman for an interview.  Mr. Hartman is the Senior High Pastor of Liquid Student Ministries at Cherry Hills Community Church.  He has submitted the documents required for coming under Care of the Presbytery.  The Committee approved Mr. Hartman for presentation at the May Presbytery meeting as a Candidate to come under Care of Presbytery.

Mrs. Herran Yoo has requested to be dismissed for Care of the Presbytery of the West.  Mrs. Yoo was ordained in Korea.

The Committee requests that Rev. Darryl “Bud” Sparling be appointed Ministerial Advisor for Mr. Monte Brecheen.  Rev. Ken Glasier who initially served as Mr. Brecheen’s Ministerial Advisor is now pastoring a church in Massachusetts.

Mr. Brian Kleager has requested to be dismissed for Care of the Presbytery of the West.  Mr. Kleager is now serving as Director of The Graf House in Eschenbach, Germany, a ministry of Cadence International which supports military personnel.  Mr. Kleager has indicated that he continues to have theological reservations about key Evangelical Presbyterian Church positions.

Attachment # 3
Church Development Committee Report

May 1-2, 2009

The Church Development team includes Ted Brandsma (vice-chair), Scott Griffin, Al Johnston, Eugene Scott, Ken Roberts, Doug Brown, Daniel Gilbert and Dan Weidman (chair).

Briefly, and as our name suggests, our committee is concerned with church development of many types and stages of church development – from new evangelistic and church planting efforts to strengthening and revitalizing existing churches.  

The Church Development Committee met one time since the February Presbytery meeting. The following are highlights of our most recent work as a CDC team.
· Support Morningside Church’s vision to strengthen Morningside and launch a new ministry called Visio Dei Community in unchurched regions of Phoenix, Arizona.

· Continue support for another year of The Neighborhood Church vision in Littleton, CO. We will be celebrating their public launch at our Presbytery meeting.
· CDC is recommending to Presbytery call to Robin Kelley as an evangelist to a bi-vocational call to plant an Evangelical Presbyterian Church in the Tri-Valley area of California for another 2 years.

· Upon the request of Bob Barrett, with agreement of the committee, we will not be asking for a renewal of his call as a church planter of Eagle’s Wings Church in AZ. He is currently being used well as a Hospice Chaplain.

· Vision for Church Planting was drafted by 5 successful EPC planters and adopted by the National Outreach Committee. Ted Brandsma has contacted key Presbytery leaders/influencers to begin a grass roots campaign to adopt the Vision.
· As a committee we have made a division of responsibility for our planters and evangelists so that we would have regular communication and better support for them.
· We had several requests regarding church planting and have followed-up on those requests.
Additionally, we continue to support the Faith Presbyterian Church work in Aurora and the Denver Mosaic church plant into Denver.
Please continue to pray for our work as it grows and expands. And continue to pray about your part in church planting and revitalization within our Presbytery. 

Respectfully submitted,

Dan Weidman
Attachment # 4
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Session Review Committee

Annual Report for 2008

Presbytery of the West Meeting 

May 1 - 2, 2009   

The Session Review Committee wishes to express a sincere “Thank You” to each church Clerk of Session and to the pastors of the churches in the Presbytery of the West who reinforced the importance of submitting copies of the minutes of Session meetings in a timely manner to your respective Review Committee person for our review throughout 2008. Some churches send meeting minutes monthly, others send several sets of minutes on a quarterly basis for review. Some sent them as e-mail attachments to their assigned reviewer for convenience.

Attached is a chart summarizing our review of Session minutes that were submitted to us by each church using the 4 categories reflected in the EPC Session Minutes Checklist, which outlines the requirements, set forth in the EPC Book of Government (BOG).  Each church Clerk of Session may be given written feedback with comments regarding the completeness of minutes in each of these 4 areas by the Session Review Committee member who is assigned to review their minutes. We hope this is helpful. 

Monthly Items:  In general, individual churches did very well incorporating the various items in this category from the checklist. The different outline formats with headings used by churches, make it easy read and to locate key items such as: attendees/ absent noted, minutes approved, committee reports summarized, budget planning and approval, personnel items, etc. Session minutes reflect that meetings were always opened & closed with prayer, often with a devotional time or brief teaching included.  Both the Moderator & Clerk of Session are signing the minutes.  Thanks for these quality minutes!

Additional Observations from the 2008 Session Minutes, which were submitted:

There are a few items listed below which should also be reported in the minutes as they occur for your church. We ask each Pastor and Clerk of Session to remember to incorporate these items in you 2009 Session minutes as appropriate so your future reports will be more complete. Thanks!

Presbytery Items:

Most churches are now remembering to include the names of the representatives elected (commissioners) attending the Presbytery meetings.   However, many churches do not included any mention of the reporting back of the Presbytery or General Assembly meetings highlights.  (Book of Government 16-10 O)

Items of Record:

· More churches are noting installation of new Elders & Deacons (BOG 16-10 J)

· Few churches, however, include any record of the new members noting whether by profession of faith, transfer membership or re-affirmation of faith or noting annual membership data on active rolls. (16-10 D)

· Few churches note any data or record of deaths, baptisms or marriages. (BOG 16-13)

Annual Items:

· Annual review of church membership roll indicating # of active members, inactive members, etc.

· Most churches remember to also send Minutes of Congregational Meetings  (BOG 8-1F)

The Session Review Committee members who currently review the minutes submitted from the churches to which they are assigned are Bev Havens, Jack Nelson and  Dan Gardinier (new for 2009).

Respectfully Submitted,

Jack Nelson

Chairman, Session Review Committee
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attachment:  Summary Chart of 2008 Session Minutes (by Church)    

Session Review Committee

Annual Report for 2008

Presbytery of the West
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Summary of  2008  Session Minutes
	Name of Church
	# of Meeting Minutes  Received
	Comments

	         Jack Nelson – reviewer
	
	

	Christ Covenant EPC  -- Leoti, KS
	11  - all meetings
	Included Congregational Mtg.  minutes

	Christ the King Presbyterian  --  Castle Rock, CO
	10 – all meetings
	Included Congregational Mtg.  minutes

	Community Church of Ephrata  -- Ephrata, WA
	14 – all mtgs.
	Included  Cong. & Special Mtgs.

	Covenant Presbyterian Church of Vail  --  Vail, CO
	0
	

	Faith Evangelical Church  --  Loveland, CO
	12 – all meetings
	 Included Congregational Mtg. Minutes

	Lookout Mountain Community Church  --  Golden, CO
	16  - all mtgs.
	Included Congregational Mtgs.

	Morningside Presbyterian Church  --  Phoenix, AZ
	10 – all meetings
	Included Congregational Mtg.

	Northwest Presbyterian Church --  Woodinville, WA
	17  - all months
	Included Congregational  Mtg. minutes

	Santa Maria Community Church  -- Santa Maria, CA
	0
	

	San Ramon Presbyterian Church --  San Ramon, CA
	18  - all mtgs.
	Included Session & Congreg.Mtgs

	Valley Community Church  --  San Jacinto, CA
	 9 – all meetings
	 No Congregational Mtg. minutes

	Covenant Presbyterian Church  -- Omaha, NE
	 12 – all  mtgs.
	Included Session & Congreg.Mtgs

	First United Presbyterian Church – Greeley, CO
	7 – New to EPC 6/08
	 No Congregational Mtg. Minutes

	         Bev Havens  - reviewer 
	
	

	Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church  -- Englewood, CO
	11 – all months
	No Congregational Mtg. Minutes

	Christ Fellowship Church  --  Ft. Collins, CO
	11 – all months
	No Congregational Mtg. Minutes

	Clayton Community Church  --  Clayton, CA
	10 – all meetings
	No Congregational Mtg. Minutes

	Cornerstone Community Church  --  Aurora, CO
	16 – all meetings
	Included Congregational Mtgs.

	Covenant Community Church  -- Aurora, CO
	10 – all meetings
	No Congregational Mtg. Minutes

	Covenant Presbyterian Church  --  San Diego, CA
	0
	

	Faith Presbyterian Church  --  Aurora, CO
	11 – all meetings
	Included Session & Congreg. Mtgs.

	First EPC  ---  Renton, WA
	17 – all meetings
	Included Session & Congreg. Mtgs.

	Grace Community Church  --  Surprise, AZ
	12 – all meetings
	Included Session & Congreg. Mtgs.

	Highline Community Church  -- Englewood, CO
	0
	

	Parker EPC  -- Parker, CO
	1 – Jan 15th
	Only 1 Session Mtgs.Minutes

	First Presbyterian of Levelland,--    Levelland, TX
	18 – all meetings
	Included Session & Congreg. Mtgs.

	          Previous reviewer – Ken Glasier.   
	new reviewer for ‘09
	is Dan Gardinier

	Arvada Community Church  -- Arvada, CO
	 0
	

	Bear Creek Presbyterian Church  --  Lakewood, CO
	 13 – Jan – Oct.
	Included Cong.  Meetings

	Celebration Community Church  --  Denver, CO
	 0
	

	Cherry Hills Community Church –Highlands Ranch, CO
	 11 – all meetings
	No  Congregational Mtg. Meeting

	Greenwood Community Church  -- Englewood, CO
	 0
	

	Grace Presbyterian Church  --  Port Orchard, WA
	 0
	

	GracePoint Community Church  -- Littleton, CO
	 10 – all meetings
	Included Cong. Meeting

	Sanger Community Church  -- Sanger, CA
	 0
	

	Thai EPC  --  Cerritos, CA
	 0
	

	New Community Christian Church – Littleton, CO
	 0
	

	Millbrook  Presbyterian Church --  Fresno, CA
	 - 
	New to EPC 10/08
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Attachment #8

 Nate Johnson’s Exceptions to the Westminster Confession

My Exceptions
Chapter 2, Section 1  “Who is infinite in being and perfection, a completely pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or emotions…He is completely loving, gracious, merciful, and long-suffering.”

Minimally, it seems some would like to say that God does not have bodily feelings or sensations.  I would agree, but if this needs to be said about feelings, then we should also include other anthropomorphic expressions like ‘willing’ and ‘thinking’ which also rely on synaptical, bodily realities.  My point here is that we must speak of God within creational and creaturely expressions; that’s all we have.  If we allow for the expressions of ‘planning’, ‘thinking’, and/or ‘willing’ (and I think we should), then we should also allow for the pathos of God’s inner being, fully understanding that it is an expression which has definite limitations.  Without embracing some kind of emotional correspondence within God, I doubt whether we can have an adequate understanding of love, grace, mercy, and long suffering.  

Chapter 4, Section 1  “He made everything…in the space of six days” 
I do not object to this viewpoint, but I do object to its apparent limitation.  This reading of six days precludes other legitimate positions, and any confession would do better to leave this issue open as other obvious interchanges of science and faith clearly demonstrate, e.g., Copernicus.

Chapter 21, Section 7 “all men in every age to keep one day in seven holy unto Him as a Sabbath,” 
I believe Christ brought an end to the law; and he did so by way of fulfillment.  I embrace Christ as my Sabbath, and all, everywhere, are obligated to embrace God’s Sabbath rest, i.e., Christ.  I lean toward the position that would view the tradition of Sunday worship, as distinguished by the name given by John - ‘The Lord’s Day’.  I am uncertain as to its ‘obligation’, but my leanings would suggest that Sunday is a new covenant day, and we are at least wise to have Sunday as the day of worship for God’s people, but I do not see it, in a strict sense, as the continuance of the Sabbath.
Chapter 29, Section 4 “Practices contrary to the nature of this sacrament…are…receiving the sacrament alone from a priest or anyone else,” 
This denies an individual reception of the bread and wine apart from corporate worship.  The above position fails on a hermeneutical level, that of not properly distinguishing ‘descriptive’ and ‘prescriptive’ events.  I readily admit the difficulty of such an enterprise, but here I think they got it wrong.  While the sacrament’s greatest meaning and expression is most certainly found within our corporate gathering, what is clearest and best in meaning, is not necessarily the only legitimate expression.   

Chapter 29, Section 7 “The body and blood of Christ are not then bodily or physically in, with, or under the bread and wine…”  
I see little or no importance in excluding our Lutheran brothers with the denial of the “in, with, or under” phraseology.  This example reveals my sense that our confession is sometimes too narrow.  In my opinion the Lutheran expression entails no substantive denial of the free Grace of God, or of Christ’s all-sufficient and objective finished work, and therefore it should be treated with greater charity. 
Attachment # 9   pg 1 of 2
Nate Johnson’s view of the atonement

March 5, 2009

The Care of Candidates Committee members reflect a range of theological views which have been approved by the Presbytery.  The committee members differ as to whether or not Nathan Johnson’s view, as listed below, is an exception to the Westminster Confession of Faith.
ARGUMENT FROM SCRIPTURE

I believe that Jesus died on the cross for the entire world.  I believe that he bore the sins of the whole world.  I believe that in bearing the punishment, he truly made atonement for the whole world.  I believe that faith is the one necessary instrument for receiving the benefits of the atonement, i.e., the forgiveness of sins.  I believe Scripture affirms both of these truths.  This is why Paul can say God reconciled the world (accomplished without anyone’s faith) and he can also entreat all to be reconciled (enjoyment of the benefits).  Scripture affirms both dimensions– reconciliation without faith, and reconciliation with faith.  Before, I used the terminology, objective for the former and subjective for the latter.  I still think this is helpful terminology.

ARGUMENT FROM THE CONFESSION

I believe that chapter 35, section 1, of the WCF allows for my view of the atonement above.  Allow, is not to imply it specifically states it as such, but that the phraseology of the WCF simply ‘allows for’ it.  The confession does say that the work of Christ is, “sufficient for and adapted to the whole lost race of man.”  This affirms a universality of sorts.  The confession, however, does not state specifically what the parameters are to sufficiency or adaptation.

ARGUMENT FROM THE COMMITTEE WHO WROTE THE CONFESSION  

The committee which gave us chapter 35 did not, as far as I know, establish its parameters by way of discussion of the chapter.  Therefore, I conclude that the framers of chapter 35 viewed it somewhat elastically; it could incorporate a number of viewpoints.  The ONLY in-built restriction that I have come across as to their intent is that chapter 35 section 1, compliments the doctrine of election.  I affirm unconditional election, and therefore I am in agreement with the WCF. 
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Sunset’s request
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Attachment # 10
Wilkerson’s request

Request for dismissal to New Wineskins Presbytery‏

	From:
	Alan Wilkerson (alanwilkerson@gmail.com) 

	Sent:
	Wed 4/08/09 2:39 PM

	To: 
	revmh@q.com


I am formally requesting the Presbytery of the West of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church to dismiss me to the New Wineskins Presbytery of the EPC at their May meeting. If there are other forms or items of business I need to produce please let me know.

Sincerely 

Rev. Alan Wilkerson
Pastor
Kenton Church [EPC]
Portland, OR.

an endorsing congregation of the NWAC

Session letter‏

	From:
	Alan Wilkerson (alanwilkerson@gmail.com) 

	Sent:
	Wed 4/08/09 2:57 PM

	To: 
	Marc Huebl (revmh@q.com)


April 8, 2009

Rev. Marc Huebl 

Interim Stated Clerk

PRESBYTERY OF THE WEST 

1250 S. Buckley Rd., Suite, I, #146 

Aurora, CO 80017

Rev. Huebl,

 Please place on your May docket the dismissal of Kenton Church from the Presbytery of the West of the EPC to the New Wineskins Presbytery. This has been our desire since our discussion began. Our Session looks forward to cooperative ministry in our time together.

Thank you and if there is any other information you need please feel free to let us know

 Rev. Alan Wilkerson

Moderator 


Rev. Alan Wilkerson
Pastor
Kenton Church [EPC]
Portland, OR.

an endorsing congregation of the NWAC

Attachment # 11
Ascending Overture:
 

BOG 13.1  BOG 13.2 (amendment was sustained) Add the following sentence at the end of the existing paragraph:  No person shall be prohibited from being examined solely on the basis of that person's race, national origin or gender.
 

Rationale:  
 

1.) The proposed Ascending Overture in no way infringes on the constitutional right of a presbytery to determine its membership and it in no way infringes on the right of a presbyter to vote his or her conscience with respect to any candidate.  
 

2.) The proposed Ascending Overture affirms the constitutional right of the local church to call its own pastors and gives the Session of an EPC church that has sensed the leading of God's Spirit in calling a candidate for the office of TE, regardless of race, national origin or gender, the privilege of standing before their fellow presbyters and explaining why they believe that God has led them so to do, even if the presbytery subsequently decides not to approve the candidate.  
 

3.)  The proposed Ascending Overture gives a candidate, regardless of race, national origin or gender, who has sensed God's call in his or her life, prepared for ministry and been endorsed and put forward by the Session of an EPC church the opportunity to put his or her future ministry in the hands of God through the carefully considered decision of godly elders meeting as a presbytery.  
 

Attachment # 12  












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Note: Dan Gardinier is a new reviewer for 2009 for churches in the last section of the chart above.
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