Minutes of the
90th Meeting of the Presbytery of the West

April 30-May 1, 2010
San Ramon Presbyterian Church

12943 Alcosta Blvd.
San Ramon, CA 94583

925-543-7772 Fax: 925-543-7777

Being Anglers

Friday, April 30, 2010
90-1:
Call to Order

Moderator Dave Baer called the 90th Presbytery of the West meeting to order at 9:50 am.
90-2:
Declaration of Quorum


A quorum was declared as evidenced by the following record of these Minutes of attendance:                   
	MINISTERS
	
	STATUS
	ELDERS

	
	
	

	Arvada Community Church - Arvada CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Nate Johnson
	
	Excused
	

	Bear Creek EPC - Lakewood CO
	
	
	

	Dr. James Coleman
	
	Present
	Ted Brandsma

	Celebration Community Church - Denver CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Steve Garcia
	
	Excused
	

	Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church - Englewood CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Don Sweeting
	
	Unexcused
	Al Johnson, Brad Meuli, Ken Roberts, 

	Rev. Bruce Finfrock
	
	Present
	Paul Neu

	Rev. Marty Martin
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Zachary Hicks
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Bryan Craig
	
	Unexcused
	

	Cherry Hills Community Church - Highlands Ranch CO
	
	
	

	Dr. James Dixon
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Ramona Spilman
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Michael Anderson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Brett Garretson
	
	Present
	

	Dr. Blake LaMunyon
	
	Unexcused
	

	Christ Covenant Church - Leoti KS
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Everest
	
	Unexcused
	

	Christ Fellowship Church  - Fort Collins CO
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open 
	
	
	Donna Davis

	Christ the King Presbyterian Church Castle Rock CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Dan Weidman
	
	Present
	

	Clayton Community Church  - Clayton CA
	
	
	

	Dr. Shawn Robinson
	
	Excused
	Bruce Millar, Ed Cleland

	Rev. Rick Nylund
	
	Present
	

	Community Church of Ephrata  - Ephrata WA
	
	
	

	Rev. Robert Hock
	
	Present
	

	Cornerstone Community Church - Aurora CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Donald Kearby
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Robert Mossman
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Community Church - Aurora CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Marc Huebl
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - Omaha NE
	
	
	

	Rev. Jeremy Grant
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Kevin McDonald
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Graham Baily
	
	Excused
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - San Diego CA
	
	
	

	Rev. David Fenska
	
	Present
	

	Covenant Presbyterian - Vail CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Tim Wilbanks
	
	Unexcused
	

	Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church - Fair Oaks, CA
	
	
	Kristine Johnson, Tim Dakin, David Tyra

	Rev. Kirk Bottomly
	
	Present
	Ron Jones, David Schottky,  

	Dr. Clifford Graves
	
	Present
	Michael Shumaker, Rich Fraley

	Faith Evangelical Church - Loveland CO
	
	
	

	Rev. James Murphy
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Dan Ackerman
	
	Unexcused
	

	Faith Presbyterian Church - Aurora CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Douglas L. Klein
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Fred Stifel
	
	Excused
	

	First EPC - Renton, WA 
	
	
	

	Rev. Tommy Allen
	
	Present
	Don Sytsma, Ron Bengelink

	Rev. Don Broadwater
	
	Excused
	

	First Presbyterian Church - Greeley CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Doug Brown
	
	Present
	Marilyn Beattie

	First Presbyterian Church - Fresno, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. David Abdo
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Greg Ehlert
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Lana Roberts
	
	Excused
	

	First Presbyterian Church - Levelland TX
	
	
	

	Rev. John Sharpe
	
	Excused
	

	First Presbyterian Church - Roseville, CA
	
	
	

	Dr. James Barstow
	
	Present
	Dottie Odell, Jennifer Harrington

	Rev. Nancy Duff
	
	Present
	Connie Baker, Robert Watt

	Rev. Anthony Stiff
	
	Present
	

	Fowler Presbyterian Church 
	
	
	

	Rev. Paul Irwin
	
	Present
	

	 Gra      Grace Community Church - Surprise, AZ                             
	
	
	

	Rev. Cooper McWhirter
	
	Excused
	

	Grace Presbyterian Church - Gig Harbor WA
	
	
	

	Rev. Larry Carlson
	
	Present
	Robin Harvey

	GracePoint Community Church - Littleton CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Fred Lian
	
	Excused
	David Shahan

	Greenwood Community Church - Englewood CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Tom Melton
	
	Unexcused
	

	Heritage EPC - Santa Maria CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Dave Brogren
	
	Present
	

	Highline Community Church - Centennial CO
	
	
	

	Dr. Bob Beltz
	
	Excused
	

	Littleton Christian Church - Littleton CO 

Formerly New Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Michael Wright
	
	Present
	Bethany Forberg

	Lookout Mountain Community Church - CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Bill Senyard
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Adam Long
	
	Present
	

	Millbrook Presbyterian Church - Fresno, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Jerry Voss
	
	Excused
	

	Morningside Presbyterian Church - Phoenix AZ
	
	
	

	Rev. David Zook
	
	Unexcused
	

	Parker Evangelical Pres. Church - Parker CO
	
	
	

	Rev. Doug Resler
	
	Present
	Linda Brown

	Pioneer Presbyterian Church - Winter, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Bob Badgley
	
	Present
	Teresa Pisani, Connie Badgely

	Sanger Community Church -  Sanger CA
	
	
	

	Pulpit Open
	
	
	Marty Carpenter

	San Ramon Presbyterian Church - San Ramon CA
	
	
	Denny Smith, Dick Vesperman

	Rev. Scott Downing
	
	Present
	Doug Fry, Pam Anderson

	Thai Evangelical Presbyterian Church - Monrovia CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Chaluay Ruangchan
	
	Unexcused
	

	Trinity Presbyterian Church - Clovis, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Chuck Shillito
	
	Unexcused
	

	Valley Community Church - San Jacinto CA
	
	
	

	Rev. Guy Boyer
	
	Excused
	

	Transitional Membership Churches

And Ministers 
	
	
	

	Springhill Presbyterian Church - Bozeman, MO 
	
	
	

	Rev. Bedford Otey
	
	Excused
	

	Commissioned Pastor 
	
	
	

	John Bueno, Latins United 
	
	Not present
	

	Military Chaplains on Active Duty
	
	
	

	LTJG Brian Hill
	
	Unexcused
	

	Major Mark Ingles
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Jason Kim
	
	Excused
	

	Capt. Russ Ragon
	
	Unexcused
	

	Other Chaplains
	
	
	

	Dr. James Bidderman
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Bob Barrett
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Scott Rash
	
	Excused
	

	Evangelists
	
	
	

	Dr. Ehud Garcia
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Mike Klassen
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Robin Kelley
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Dave Meserve
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Eugene Scott
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Windsor Staugh
	
	Unexcused
	

	
	
	
	

	Serving Outside the Boundaries
	
	
	

	Rev. David Baer
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Sharon Beekmann
	
	Present
	

	Rev. George Carey
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Bruce Demarest
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. David Flaig
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Dan Gardinier
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Daniel Gilbert
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Marc Gronholz
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Steve Haas
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Duncan Howard
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Andrew Jackson
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Jeff Jeremiah
	
	Present
	

	Rev. Tom Leavitt
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Setan Lee
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Phil Legal
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Calvin McKinney
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Doug Neunke
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Gil Odendaal
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Torry Olsen
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Brian Post
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. James Rosenquist
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Richard Savidge
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bill Springston
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bradley Strait
	
	Present
	

	Rev. John C. Taylor
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Stan Van Den Berg
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Jack Van Ens
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Richard Van Pelt
	
	Excused
	

	EPC Missionary
	
	
	

	Dr. Greg Livingstone
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. David Newsham
	
	Excused
	

	Pastors Without a Call
	
	
	

	Rev. Ed Blake
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Ron Burton
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Mel Conant
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Scott Grabendike
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Aram Haroutunian
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Jon Hokama
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Chris Istrati
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Timm Jackson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. James Martin
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Erik Ohman
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Joel Olson
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Robert Ralston
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Todd Schmidt
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Anthony Vartuli
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Richard Vroon
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Steve Wilkinson
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. M. Bradley Yorton
	
	Unexcused
	

	Retired Pastors
	
	
	

	Rev. Jerry Autry
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Bruce Ferry
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. John Cedar
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Bob Merriman
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Gerald Kelly
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Ed Randal
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. Gary Reddish
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Charles Wickman
	
	Unexcused
	

	Rev. George Wood
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Paul Johnson
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Mark Moore
	
	Excused
	

	Rev. Chris Smith
	
	Excused
	

	Dr. Dean Wolf
	
	Unexcused
	

	Dr. Bud Sparling
	
	Unexcused
	

	Inactive Pastors
	
	
	

	Rev. David Boswell
	
	Unexcused
	

	Associate Members
	
	
	

	Rev. Henry Ledherle
	
	Excused
	

	Guests/Observers/Candidates/Ministers to be Examined
	
	
	

	Ken Priddy
	
	Present
	Presbytery of the Mid Atlantic

	Regan Archer
	
	Present
	Folsom CA

	Mike Mann
	
	Present
	San Ramon CA

	Cathy Burkholder
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Craig Farrill
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Jorge Luna
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Alicia Luna
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Steven Tyra
	
	Present 
	EPC Roseville

	Rhea Serpan
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Dick Hopkins
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Rita Valign
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Dick Sanner
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Ben Joyce
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Kathy Jones
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Teri Friesen
	
	Present
	San Ramon CA

	John Beattie
	
	Present
	1st Pres Greeley CO

	Jeanne Campbell
	
	Present
	CPC

	Chris Larsen
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Debbie Lindoerfer
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Jeff Lindoerfer
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Darrell Warner
	
	Present 
	CPC

	Kathy Higgins
	
	Present
	CPC

	Karen Sandy
	
	Present
	SRPC San Ramon CA

	Ann Harvey
	
	Present
	Grace EPC WA

	Karen Bolte
	
	Present
	First Pres Roseville CA

	David Strunk
	
	Present
	Cherry Creek Pres CO

	Paul Bergquam
	
	Present
	Trinity Pres Clovis CA

	Aaron Laenger
	
	Present
	Grace Point CO

	Misty Laenger
	
	Present
	Grace Point CO

	Barb Miller
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Paulette Lambertson
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Ron  Owens
	
	Present
	Easton Pres Fresno CA

	Lee Camp
	
	Present
	CPC

	Carl Kuhn
	
	Present
	Fair Oaks CA

	Jennifer Gilbertson
	
	Present
	San Ramon CA

	Ruth Baer
	
	Present
	Families Alive

	Steven Pramme
	
	Present
	San Ramon CA

	Greg Roth
	
	Present
	Centerville Pres 

	Martha Roth
	
	Present
	Fremont CA

	Jim Conners
	
	Present
	First Pres Bakersfield CA

	Scott Farmer
	
	Present
	CPC Danville

	Madeleine Huebl
	
	Present
	Presbytery Office

	Mardich Melkonian
	
	Present
	First Armenian Fresno CA

	Michael Redemer
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	Janet Downing
	
	Present
	San Ramon CA

	Eric Bartel
	
	Present
	Christ the King 

	Robert Flood
	
	Present
	Cherry Hills Community CO

	Rod Burkholder
	
	Present
	CPC Danville CA

	

	NUMERICAL ATTENDANCE SUMMARY

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Present
	Excused
	Unexcused
	Total /Parity

	Ministers (Teaching Elders)
	35
	48
	52
	135

	Ruling Elders
	33
	
	
	

	Candidates/Guests/ Observers  (Non-Voting)
	48
	
	
	

	TOTAL IN ATTENDANCE
	116
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Changes in Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Rev. Donald Broadwater
	Moved to Without Call From 1st EPC, Renton, WA

	Rev. Greg Ehlert
	Change in Status - 1st Presbyterian, Fresno to 1st Presbyterian, Greeley CO

	Dr. Brad Meuli
	Commissioned Pastor Status - Sponsored by Cherry Creek Presbyterian
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Transitional Members (Non - Voting)
	
	
	
	

	Sequim Community Church
	Sequim, WA
	
	
	

	Dr. Scott Koenigsaecker
	Sequim Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Anthony Toft
	Sequim Community Church
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Removed from Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Rev. Ed Davis, Deceased, February 5, 2010 
	Christ Fellowship Church, Ft. Collins, CO
	
	
	

	Rev. James Evans, Deceased, February 25, 2010 
	First Presbyterian Church, Fresno, CA
	
	
	

	Rev. David Long
	Renunciation of Jurisdiction April 15, 2010
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	New to Rolls
	
	
	
	

	Rev. Aaron Laenger
	Ordained, Military Chaplain
	
	
	

	Mr. Steven Tyra
	Candidate Under Care
	
	
	

	Mr. David Strunk
	Candidate Under Care
	
	
	

	Mrs. Debbie Lindoerfer
	Candidate Under Care
	
	
	

	Dr. Paul Bergquam
	Candidate Under Care
	
	
	

	Mr. Robert Flood
	Candidate Under Care
	
	
	


90-3:
Welcome and Devotional


Rev. Scott Downing welcomed the Presbytery and spoke about King Amaziah from 2 Kings 14. He said that we need to learn to seek God and not man’s help and that God will do something greater as we learn to totally lean on Him, allowing the spirit to mold and shape us in His purposes. 
90-4:
Time for Prayer


Moderator Baer asked the Presbytery to form small groups and read Psalm 34 and allow the words to inspire prayer and response, while also remembering 1st Presbyterian Fresno and Christ Fellowship in the recent loss of their pastors and Rev. Greg Ehlert’s 5 yr old son in the hospital.
90-5:
Clerk’s Comments and Items


Stated Clerk Marc Huebl asked those present to sign the Attendance Register and to be sure to update the Presbytery Office regarding changes in contact information.

 Al Johnson announced a Pastor Search beginning for Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church as Dr. Don Sweeting has taken another call to be the president of Reformed Seminary in Orlando, Florida.

 It was also announced that the October Presbytery meeting’s hotel list was available and to book reservations early due to several major events taking place in Greeley on the same weekend.
90-6:
Adoption of Docket


 Motion was sustained to approve and adopt the Docket with the following amendments:


For Friday, April 30

 Under Ministerial Committee 


Remove:


Page 4
Rev. Scott Dickson’s examination as he is starting on a sabbatical and would like to postpone his examination to come before the Presbytery to a subsequent future meeting.


Rev. Dickson’s Exceptions to the Westminster Standards found as Attachment # 7.


Dr. Linda Line’s examination to be received by the Presbytery.  Dr. Line has communicated her intention to postpone her coming before the Presbytery to a future meeting.


Dr. Line’s Exceptions to the Westminster Standards found as Attachment # 8.


Page 5
Rev. Tom Naylor’s examination to be received by the Presbytery as last minute ministry needs at Sierra Presbyterian Church require him to not be able to travel to this Presbytery meeting.  Rev. Naylor is planning to come before the Presbytery at a subsequent future meeting.


Rev. Naylor’s Exceptions to the Westminster Standards found as Attachment # 9.


Add to Friday’s business:


Page 4
Update of the Interim Committee’s Report regarding the Ordination of Women 


This was requested by Jeff Jeremiah to all the EPC Presbytery Clerks to allow an Interim Committee Update to be given to each Presbytery.


Under Care of Candidates Committee


Page 7
Interview Mr. Dave Strunk who is requesting to become a Candidate for Ordination Under the Care of the Presbytery of the West.


Page 8
Ordination Preparation Commission Proposal from Saturday’s business to Friday’s business.


For Saturday’s Business


Add:  


Ministerial Committee



Act on Change in Status of Call for Rev. Greg Ehlert.

Rev. Ehlert has been serving 1st Presbyterian Church of Fresno and has received a call from 1st Presbyterian Church of Greeley, Greeley, Colorado, as Associate Pastor.  1st Presbyterian Church of Greeley’s congregational vote on this call is scheduled for May 16, 2010, so approved actions will need to be qualified as “pending a favorable vote by the congregation on May 16th.

The terms of this call are favorable salary and housing, and all the standard EPC requirements extended to Rev. Ehlert for an indefinite period of time to be reviewed annually by 1st Presbyterian Church of Greeley.  The terms of call have been reviewed by the Ministerial Committee and the Stated Clerk and found to be in order.


Under New Business:


Page 9
Act to receive Sequim Community Church, Sequin, WA, and its ministers, Dr. Scott Koenigsaecher and Rev. Anthony Toft as Transitional Members.  The Stated Clerk has received all of the required application documents and found to be in order as per the 27th General Assembly’s requirements for Transitional Membership. 


This item of business is to be brought to the floor at the Presbytery’s preference or Moderator’s decision.


Move:


Page 7
Interview with Mr. Dave Strunk to Friday’s business.

Page 8
Ordination Preparation Commission Proposal to Friday’s business.


Addendums/New Handouts:

· Women In Ministry Report to be inserted as Attachment # 4.

· Candidate Aaron Laenger’s exceptions to the Westminster Standards to be inserted as Attachment # 10.

· Interim Committee on the Ordination of Women as a new handout.  This was also emailed to the Presbytery as an addendum to the Docket on Tuesday, April 28, 2010.

90-7:
Introduction of Guests










Rev. Paul Fowler introduced Rev. Melkonian from Armenian PC. Guests from Community Presbyterian Church Danville CA, Easton Pres Fresno CA, Centerville Pres Fremont CA and First Pres Bakersfield CA were also welcomed to the Presbytery of the West meeting by Moderator Baer.
90-8:
Omnibus/Consent Motion                                  






These items are considered to be routine and were considered for action as one motion.  However, any item may be removed and acted upon separately if so moved by the Presbytery.  The items considered were:

A. That the Minutes of 89th Meeting be approved with corrections to amend the errant name of Christ’s Body Fellowship to Christ Fellowship Church on page 14.   (These Minutes have been previously distributed.)

B. That those Ministers who have requested to be excused from attending this meeting be accepted.
C.   That the Presbytery receive the Treasurer’s financial information report.  This can be found as Attachment # 1 to the record of these Minutes.

D.  That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Rev. Tim Wilbanks be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

E.  That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Rev. Don Kearby be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

F.  That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Rev. Doug Resler be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

G.  That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Dr. Robert Beltz be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

H.   That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Rev. Zac Hicks be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are being sent to the Stated Clerk.

I. That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Rev. Michael Wright be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

J.  That the Ordination/Installation Commission for Rev. Anthony Stiff be dismissed with great appreciation for the completion of their assignment.  The Commission’s minutes are on the way to the Stated Clerk.

K.  That the Stated Clerk’s response to the General Assembly’s Presbytery Review Committee be noted and such changes as prescribed by the Presbytery Review Committee to the Presbytery’s Minutes be approved.  The Stated Clerk’s response can be found as Attachment # 2 to the record of these Minutes.

L.  That those ministers which have submitted their annual Minister of the Word reports regarding the changes in their Terms of Call, or their renewal of an Outside the Boundaries Call as shown on the attached spreadsheet be approved.  The Ministerial Committee is working to contact all ministers in the Presbytery of the West.  The spreadsheet can be found as Attachment # 3 to the record of these Minutes.

Motion was sustained to approve the entire Omnibus/Consent Motion

90-9:
Presbytery Committee/Staff Summaries of Activity and Updates


This item is for our permanent committees that do want to give a summary of activities or information to the Presbytery which have determined that a floor presentation is not necessary. For this meeting, this includes:
· The Women In Ministry Report can be found as Attachment # 4 to the record of these Minutes.
90-10:
29th General Assembly Descending Overtures


 
                                                 

The Presbytery discussed and voted on the Descending Overtures from the 29th General Assembly which had been previously distributed to the Presbytery.  A counted vote was taken for each Descending Overture and recorded as:

09-A:   51 Yes   0 No   0 Abstentions

09-B:   50 Yes   0 No   1 Abstention

90-11:
Endorsements for Nominees to serve General Assembly


Rev. Doug Klein, Pastor, Faith Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Colorado, is being nominated for Moderator Elect for the General Assembly, and Elder Sam Searcy, Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch, Colorado, to serve on the Fraternal Relations Committee of the General Assembly, Class of 2013.  

Motion was sustained to approve endorsements for Rev. Doug Klein for General Assembly Moderator Elect and Mr. Sam Searcy to serve Class 2013 Fraternal Relations Committee.

Please note that Rev. Erik Ohman has been appointed to complete the term for Rev. Ed Davis on the General Assembly’s Nominating Committee, with appreciation from the General Assembly and the Presbytery of the West.

90-12:
Presbytery Committee Presentations

              The following are items that the Permanent Committees presented to the Presbytery which required action of the Presbytery:

Ministerial Committee Dr. Jim Coleman, Chair, opened with prayer.
     


90-12.A. Acted to dissolve the relationship between Assistant Pastor Rev. Donald Broadwater and 1st Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Renton, Washington.  Rev. Broadwater did communicate his resignation to the session of 1st Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Renton, as well as to the Ministerial Committee and the Stated Clerk.  The session, Rev. Broadwater, and the Ministerial Committee concur in this decision.  Rev. Broadwater cited that he has had to return to Florida to care for a family member.

Motion was sustained to approve the dissolution of the relationship between Rev. Broadwater and 1st EPC, Renton, Washington.

90-12.B. Motion was sustained to remove Rev. Ed Davis and Rev. James Evans from the Rolls of the Presbytery of the West due to their passing with our deepest respect and prayers for their families and churches. 


 The Stated Clerk has already informed the General Assembly Memorials Committee about the passing of these ministers for the Memorials Committee’s information for the upcoming General Assembly meeting.


90-12.C.  The Stated Clerk received a letter of renunciation of membership and dissolution of the relationship with the Presbytery of the West from Rev. David Long on April 15, 2010.  Rev. Long was formerly serving Sanger Community Church, Sanger, California.  The Stated Clerk passed this information along to the Ministerial Committee and the Sanger Administrative Commission.


Such an action by Rev. Long terminates his relationship with the Presbytery of the West and Sanger Community Church. Book of Discipline 3-5 states: 



A renunciation of Jurisdiction shall have the effect of terminating membership in the 


church and removing an officer from membership and ordained office in the Evangelical 


Presbyterian Church and terminating that person’s exercise of office.


The Stated Clerk removed his name from the Rolls of the Presbytery of the West according to this regulatory provision from the Book of Discipline 3-5.

There was further discussion as to the present needs of Sanger Community Church, the presiding Administrative Commission and any future actions to be taken. Presbytery postponed this matter until Saturday’s business. 

90-12.D.  Acted on a request from Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church session to present Dr. Brad Meuli, Director of the Denver Rescue Mission, to the Presbytery to be considered as a Commissioned Pastor for his ministry to the Homeless community in Denver and the United States, as well as serving some international Homeless ministry organizations.  Dr. Meuli is a Ruling Elder at Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church.  The session of Cherry Creek Presbyterian church has submitted record of their decision and endorsement.  


Dr. Meuli is the President and CEO of the Denver Rescue Mission, as well as the Vice Chair of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions and works internationally with the City Mission World Association.  He has a Master of Arts in Leadership from Denver Seminary and an honorary doctorate from Colorado Christian University.  


Rev. Marty Martin introduced Dr. Meuli to the Presbytery, highly recommending Dr. Meuli to be approved as a Commissioned Pastor in the Presbytery of the West.


The Presbytery did examine Dr. Meuli about his faith in Christ, his calling to this ministry, his service to the Rescue Mission, his uniqueness of ministry categories which Dr. Meuli affirmed in the presence of the Presbytery.  He has submitted his ministry expectations from the Denver Rescue Mission, and is on file with the Stated Clerk.


Documentation from Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church session and Dr. Meuli can be found as Attachment 
#5 to the record of these Minutes.
Motion was unanimously sustained to approve Dr. Brad Meuli as a Commissioned Pastor for the Presbytery of the West.

Moderator Baer asked Dr. Meuli the Commissioned Pastor ordination questions from BOG 14.1G and prayer was offered for him by Rev. Brad Strait. A charge was also given by Rev. Strait and Rev. Marty Martin and a pronouncement made by Moderator Baer, declaring Dr. Brad Meuli to be a Commissioned Pastor of the Presbytery of the West. On sustained motion Rev. Marty Martin was appointed as supervisor to Dr. Brad Meuli.
Lunch
A Mexican food lunch buffet was served and the dining room brightly decorated in keeping with the fiesta theme!
90-13:   Reconvene 
Moderator Baer reconvened the Presbytery meeting at 1:00 pm.

90-14:   
Update of the Interim Committee’s Report regarding the Ordination of Women



     

Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, Stated Clerk, General Assembly Office, began with prayer and addressed the Presbytery about the Interim Committee’s Report regarding the Ordination of Women which can be found as Attachment #6 to the record of these Minutes. The report has unanimous support of all 18 members of the Committee and is pending review by the Permanent Judicial Commission.  Dr. Jeremiah stated that this report will be part of the upcoming General Assembly’s business.

The potential impact on the Presbytery of the West is due to the strong possibility that EPC churches bordering on the West’s boundaries may be received by the Presbytery of the West due to their position on the ordination of women. Questions were asked by the floor to Dr. Jeremiah about this Interim Committee Report.

Dr. Jeremiah also encouraged the Presbyters to go online to epc.org and read the current news and happenings.
 

90-15:
Special Presentation










Dr. Ken Priddy, of the Ken Priddy Group was the special speaker for the Presbytery meeting. His text was Nehemiah 1, a model that he follows in church revitalization. He spoke about church Incline, Recline and Decline and how to become “future oriented.” He said that spiritual renewal needs to be combined with strategic initiative to be effective in church planting and revitalization, and that inclining churches are vision driven with God’s vision. The goal is sustained incline and becoming a church that is constantly expanding its ministry capacity. He stated that it’s never too late to start. He also said that outreach always needs an advocate because inreach already has its own voice. Dr. Priddy also gave an exhortation to the Presbytery to make outreach an intentional focus in our churches.
90-16:
Formation of Ordination Preparation Commission Proposal

Rev. Sharon Beekmann, Chair, spoke about how the Denver Seminary Commission has been working to address their relationship with Denver Seminary and their task assigned to them by the Presbytery regarding Presbytery candidates enrolled in Denver Seminary and the requirement that these students seeking ordination must take electives in EPC Polity and Reformed Theology.  The Commission determined that due to seminary course schedules and the need for more consistency for all candidates and ministers seeking to transfer into the Presbytery of the West from a non-Reformed tradition, a different approach was needed. Currently, the relationship with Denver Seminary has concluded.



In light of this, and in order to have a more comprehensive and inclusive participation in this directive, the Denver Seminary Administrative Commission wrote a proposal that was presented to the Presbytery at the 89th Stated Meeting that addresses a way to accomplish this goal.  One aspect will be to constitute a replacement commission with the new name, the Ordination Preparation Commission.  The other aspect is explained in the Proposal.  The first reading of this Proposal was at the February 5-6, 2010, meeting of the Presbytery.


The Proposal can be found as Attachment # 7 to the record of these Minutes. This is the Second Reading of this Proposal to the Presbytery.  

Questions were asked from the floor regarding the establishment of the Commission and theology classes.

Motion was sustained to dismiss the Presbytery of the West’s Denver Seminary Administrative Commission with appreciation.


Motion was sustained to constitute the Ordination Preparation Commission for two years with an annual budget of $4000.00.
90-17:
Special Presentation   Part 2  
             
Dr. Ken Priddy gave his presentation on the need to develop strategies for making contacts and converts. He said contact is not a brochure in the mail, advertisement, or radio blip, it’s people to people. Most churches don’t have contact strategies. Contact is the strategic priority and then getting to the point of clearly presenting the gospel. It’s proclaiming the gospel within ear shot of the lost. If we’re not getting to the point of clearly presenting the gospel, we’re not fully presenting the gospel. We need to include an opportunity for people to respond to a profession of faith.

He encouraged the Presbytery to go to www.kenpriddy.com and download the PDF file, “Teach a Church to Fish” for free resources and he recommended a book by Leith Anderson, “Dying for Change.”

90-18:
Presbytery Committee Presentations                                                                                                             


Care of Candidates Committee Dr. Bob Mossman, Chair, opened with prayer.  












       

90-18.A:  The Care of Candidates Committee presented Mr. Steven Tyra to the Presbytery to be approved as a new Candidate for Ordination Under the Care of the Presbytery.  He is endorsed by the session of 1st Presbyterian Church of Roseville, Roseville, California.  Mr. Tyra’s Application to Come Under Care has been submitted to the Care of Candidates’ Committee, as well as the Session Endorsement Form for Mr. Tyra.


Mr. Tyra told the Presbytery about his faith in Christ, his sense of call to ministry, and why he desires to pursue this call to ministry in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

The Presbytery asked the Candidate questions from these three categories.


Motion was sustained to receive Mr. Steven Tyra as a Candidate Under Care of the Presbytery of the West.  


Mr. Tyra was received with congratulations and his name put on the Candidates Roll of the Presbytery of the West.  Moderator Baer asked the Candidate the Candidates’ Questions and prayer was given by Rev. Kirk Bottomly who was also appointed to be his advisor. A charge was given by Rev. Jim Barstow.   

90-18.B:  The Care of Candidates Committee presented Mr. Dave Strunk to the Presbytery to be approved as a new Candidate for Ordination Under the Care of the Presbytery.  Mr. Strunk is endorsed by the session of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, Englewood, Colorado.  Mr. Strunk holds a Masters of Divinity from Denver Seminary.  Mr. Strunk’s Application to Come Under Care has been submitted to the Care of Candidates’ Committee, as well as the Session Endorsement Form for Mr. Strunk.

Mr. Strunk told the Presbytery about his faith in Christ, his sense of call to ministry, and why he desires to pursue this call to ministry in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.


The Presbytery asked the Candidate questions from these three categories.


Motion was sustained to receive Mr. Dave Strunk as a Candidate Under Care of the Presbytery of the West.

Mr. Strunk was received with congratulations and his name put on the Candidates Roll of the Presbytery of the West. Moderator Baer asked the Candidate the Candidates’ Questions and prayer was given by Rev. Eugene Scott who was also appointed to be his advisor. A charge was given by Rev. Marty Martin.   
Dinner
A wonderful buffet dinner was provided by hosting church, San Ramon Presbyterian, allowing occasion for fellowship!
Evening Worship Service








The worship team from San Ramon Presbyterian Church led the worship and singing, which was followed by an interpretive dance and multimedia presentation. Communion was administered by Rev. Scott Downing.  Dr.  Ken Priddy brought the message from God’s Word.  The Pastors’ Benevolence Offering was also received. 
Saturday, May 1, 2010

90-19:
Meeting Reconvenes
Moderator Baer reconvened the Presbytery meeting at 8:10 am.

90-20:   Morning Devotional
              Mr. Aaron Laenger, Candidate for Ordination, preached from Matthew 4:18-20, about how Christ makes us into fishers of men by not just physically following Him but also a spiritual following. We cannot fish if we are not following. We are to preach the word, fish for men, make disciples and follow Him.
90-21:
Presbytery Committee Presentations

Care of Candidates Committee continued


  Acted to examine Candidate Aaron Laenger for ordination                                                           



Candidate Laenger completed the Candidate’s Committee Requirements and has successfully passed the EPC written ordination exams.  He is being called to serve the United States of America Military as a Chaplain.  Due to their timeline, the Care of Candidates Committee requested that the Presbytery waive the usual length of time a candidate is in the program before they are ordained. There was no objection from the Presbytery on the Committee’s request.





 The Presbytery examined Mr. Laenger and he answered questions regarding theology, his faith in Christ, his calling to ministry and the nature of the office of a Minister of the Word, polity, the Reformed Tradition, the Bible, his service, ordination, spiritual journey and his exceptions to the Westminster Standards.


Motion was sustained to suspend the examination.



Motion was sustained to allow Mr. Laenger’s exceptions to the Westminster Confession and Catechisms.


The Presbytery was in agreement to approve Mr. Laenger for ordination.


Moderator Baer asked the Ordination questions from Book of Government 14:1-A. Mr. Laenger affirmed the ordination vows. The Presbytery gathered around Mr. Laenger and laid hands on him and ordained him. Prayer was led by Rev. Brad Strait. Elder David Shahan provided a charge to Rev. Laenger.


The Care of Candidate’s Committee unanimously advocated the call to Rev. Laenger as a Chaplain to the Armed Services. 


Motion was sustained to approve the endorsement of Rev. Aaron Laenger to Military Chaplaincy. 


Rev. Laenger’s signed Ministerial Obligation form is on file with the Stated Clerk.


Ministerial Committee
 

 Acted on Change in Status of Call for Rev. Greg Ehlert


Rev. Ehlert has been serving 1st Presbyterian Church of Fresno and has received a call from 1st Presbyterian Church, Greeley, Colorado, as Associate Pastor.  1st Presbyterian Church of Greeley’s congregational vote on this call is scheduled for May 16, 2010. Rev. Doug Brown advocated the call for Rev. Ehlert.


Motion was sustained to approve the call to Rev. Greg Ehlert as Associate Pastor from 1st Presbyterian Church Fresno to 1st Presbyterian Church, Greeley, Colorado pending a favorable vote by the congregation on May 16, 2010 and pending congregational vote by 1st Presbyterian Church, Fresno, California, to dissolve their relationship with Rev. Ehlert.


The terms of this call are favorable salary and housing, and all the standard EPC requirements extended to Rev. Ehlert to be reviewed annually by 1st Presbyterian Church of Greeley.  The terms of call have been reviewed by the Ministerial Committee and the Stated Clerk and found to be in order.


Motion was sustained to constitute an Administrative Commission to install Rev. Greg Ehlert as Associate Pastor to 1st Presbyterian Church, Greeley, Colorado with the following members: Rev. Doug Brown, RE Marilyn Beattie, 1st Presbyterian Church, Greeley, Colorado; Rev. Eugene Scott, Neighborhood Church; RE Ken Roberts, Cherry Creek Presbyterian; RE Ted Brandsma, Bear Creek EPC, at a time and date to be determined by agreeable schedules. 


90-22:
Report on the Presbytery of the Pacific


Mr. Ron Bengelink, 1st EPC, Renton, Washington, presented an update to the Presbytery about how the development is moving along in forming the Presbytery of the Pacific. They are in the process of finding people willing to serve in key positions of Clerk and Ministerial Chair and hope to have candidates available to the Nominating Committee this October, 2010.
90-23:
Engage 2025 Update

 Mr. Sean McKelvey used a video presentation to update the Presbytery regarding Engage 2025 which is the Presbytery-wide Indonesian Church planting project to send church planting teams to areas and groups that currently have no church. There are plans for several team trips in 2010.

Part of the focus of a scouting trip to S Sumatra, May 11-26, 2010, will be to think about ministering to seven people groups that the team believes is unengaged in the region. The team’s plan is to start praying about these groups and to look for potential areas of service when they are in their cities and villages.

Mr. McKelvey has plans for another team trip in the fall and asked those at Presbytery for help in identifying prospective team members from local churches who would go to Indonesia.


This international church planting project is being undertaken in partnership with the EPC General Assembly World Outreach Committee which has asked the Presbytery of the West to be the pilot project for this partnership.


To learn more go to www.engage2025.org and also check out updates on the scouting trip by clicking on Team Blogs and From the West. Contact Sean at macorado@emailearth.net or 303-656-3647 for information. 


90-24:
Presbytery Committee Presentations 


Care of Candidates Committee continued



            
          
90-24.A.  The Care of Candidates Committee presented Mrs. Debbie Lindoerfer to the Presbytery to be approved as a new Candidate for Ordination Under the Care of the Presbytery.  Mrs. Lindoerfer is endorsed by Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church, Fair Oaks, California, and has a Masters of Divinity from Fuller Seminary.  Mrs. Lindoerfer’s Application to Come Under Care has been submitted to the Care of Candidates’ Committee, as well as the Session Endorsement Form for Mrs. Lindoerfer.


Mrs. Lindoerfer told the Presbytery about her faith in Christ, her sense of call to ministry, and why she desires to pursue this call to ministry in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.



The Presbytery asked the Candidate questions from these three categories.

Motion was sustained to approve Mrs. Debbie Lindoerfer to be received as a Candidate Under Care of the Presbytery of the West.


Rev. Nancy Duff prayed for Mrs. Lindoerfer and was assigned as her Advisor.


90-24.B.  The Care of Candidates Committee recommended the appointment of Rev. Sharon Beekmann as Advisor to Candidate Brian Christensen as he continues his candidacy. This was due to the passing of Rev. Ed Davis, who was the previous advisor to Mr. Christensen.

Motion was sustained to approve the appointment of Rev. Beekmann as Candidate Christensen’s advisor.


90-24.C.  The Care of Candidates Committee presented Mr. Robert Flood to the Presbytery to be approved as a new Candidate for Ordination Under the Care of the Presbytery. Mr. Flood is endorsed by the session of Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch, Colorado.  Mr. Flood will graduate in December of 2010 from Denver Seminary with a Masters of Divinity.  His Application to Come Under Care has been submitted to the Care of Candidates’ Committee, as well as the Session Endorsement Form for Mr. Flood.


Mr. Flood told the Presbytery about his faith in Christ, his sense of call to ministry, and why he desires to pursue this call to ministry in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.



The Presbytery asked the Candidate questions from these three categories.

Motion was sustained to approve Mr. Robert Flood to be received as a Candidate Under Care of the Presbytery of the West.



Prayer was offered for Mr. Flood by Rev. Brett Garretson, who was also assigned as his Advisor.


90-24.D. The Care of Candidates Committee presented Dr. Paul Bergquam to the Presbytery to be approved as a new Candidate for Ordination Under the Care of the Presbytery.  He is being endorsed by the session of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Clovis, California.  Dr. Bergquam serves Trinity Presbyterian Church with some pastoral duties as well as mission duties.  He holds a Masters of Arts from Dallas Seminary and a Ph.D. in Old Testament Theology from Trinity Seminary in Newburgh, Indiana.  Dr. Bergquam’s Application to Come Under Care has been submitted to the Care of Candidates’ Committee, as well as the Session Endorsement Form for Mr. Bergquam.


Dr. Bergquam told the Presbytery about his faith in Christ, his sense of call to ministry, and why he desires to pursue this call to ministry in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.



The Presbytery asked the Candidate questions from these three categories.

Motion was sustained to approve Dr. Paul Bergquam to be received as a Candidate Under Care of the Presbytery of the West.



Rev. Paul Irwin prayed for Dr. Bergquam and was also appointed as his Advisor.


The three Candidates were asked to come forward and Moderator Baer asked Mrs. Debbie Lindoerfer, Mr. Robert Flood, and Dr. Paul Bergquam the Candidate’s Vows questions which all three affirmed.


A charge was given to the Candidates by Rev. Adam Long, Care of Candidates Committee member, who encouraged them to be diligent to fulfill what the Lord is working in their lives. He used the text from II Corinthians 2.

The Candidates were all prayed for by their Advisors and welcomed by the Presbytery and the Moderator declared that their names should be added to the Candidates’ Roll.


90-24.E.  Care of Candidates Committee Chair, Dr. Robert Mossman, asked the Presbytery to waive the one year waiting period before taking the EPC written ordination exams for Mrs. Lindoerfer, Mr. Strunk, and Dr. Bergquam. These Candidates already have their Masters of Divinity degrees.

Motion was sustained to waive the one year waiting period for Candidates Lindoerfer, Strunk and Bergquam.

Rev. Robin Kelley prayed for the twenty seven Candidates that are currently under care of the Presbytery of the West.
90-25:
Formation of new Administrative Commission for Sanger Community Church

The Session of Sanger Community Church requested that the Presbytery of the West appoint an administrative commission to enquire into and resolve difficulties within the Sanger congregation, and to provide help in promoting healing, unity, vitality and growth in the congregation.


Motion was sustained to approve the appointment of an Administrative Commission according to Book of Government 16-26.B.2.d. This Commission shall function until the October, 2010 meeting of the Presbytery of the West, at which time the Presbytery will review the Commission’s work and determine if it will continue. The members of the Commission will be: Rev. Jerry Voss, Millbrook Presbyterian; RE Bill Cornell, RE Bob Christopher, Trinity Presbyterian; RE Doug Fry, San Ramon Presbyterian; RE Stuart Conrad, 1st Presbyterian, Fresno, CA.

The Sanger Administrative Commission which was constituted October 30, 2009, has fulfilled its responsibility and does not need to continue as it was directed. Rev. Doug Klein spoke of the work of the outgoing commission and all they have done to help Sanger Community Church. He and Rev. Doug Resler prayed for the new commission and for the church.

Motion was sustained to dismiss the Sanger Administrative Commission that was constituted on October 30, 2009 with appreciations.
90-26:
New Business

               Acted to receive Sequim Community Church, Sequim, WA, and its ministers, Dr. Scott Koenigsaecker and Rev. Anthony Toft as Transitional Members. The Stated Clerk received all of the required application documents which were found to be in order as per the 27th General Assembly’s requirements for Transitional Membership. 

The Stated Clerk also asked for representatives of the Presbytery that were near Sequim, Washington, to be involved in the reception process as this congregation moves from membership with voice and no vote, to membership having both voice and vote.  Those Presbyters who declared their willingness to be involved in this process were Rev. Gordon T. Allen, Rev. Robert Hock, and Dr. Ehud Garcia.  The Stated Clerk said that any additional ministers or elders who would like to participate to email the Stated Clerk and let him know.

Motion was sustained to receive Sequim Community Church and its ministers as Transitional Members of the Presbytery of the West.
90-27:    Important Dates for 2010



June 22-26, 2010







General Assembly










Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church

                                                                                                                                
Englewood, Colorado

September 29-October 1, 2010





Pastors’ Retreat

October 1-2, 2010






Presbytery Meeting










First Presbyterian Church










Greeley, Colorado

February 4-5, 2011






Presbytery Meeting










First Presbyterian Church










Fresno, California
Note:  The Presbytery does need host churches for 2011 meetings for May 6-7 and October 7-8.  At present, 1st Presbyterian Church of Roseville, California, is willing to host either the May or October meeting.  If your church is willing to host one of these meetings, please contact the Stated Clerk.  He can be reached at 303.873.2819, or by email to revmh@q.com
90-28:
Appreciations and Adjournment

Moderator Baer adjourned the Presbytery meeting at 12:00 pm with great appreciations to host church, San Ramon Presbyterian Church.
_____________________________________

_______________________________________

Moderator





Stated Clerk

Attachments follow:

1.  Treasurer’s Report - 4 pages
2.  Stated Clerk’s response - 2 pages
3.  2010 Minister of the Word Report spreadsheet - 3 pages
4.  Women in Ministry Report - 1 page 
5.  Brad Meuli information and CP Examination Guide - 3 pages
6.  Interim Committee’s Report regarding the Ordination of Women - 5 pages
7.  Ordination Preparation Commission Proposal - 2 pages

Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Presbytery of the West

Treasurer’s Report 1st Quarter 2010

Three Months ending 3/31/10

Treasurer’s Narrative 

By Bob Maier, Treasurer

Income for the first quarter of 2010 is well ahead of budget.  The Presbytery has received nearly $12,400 more support than was projected for this period of time.  A few churches have given their full annual support during the first quarter.  This has been very helpful and is greatly appreciated.

Expenses for the Presbytery are $12,800 under budget for the first quarter.  This combined with the extra income has created a net income of $22,700 at this point in time.

Church Development Committee has several active projects.  Some funding for these will probably occur within the next quarter.  Also, in the next quarter we will have the expenses from the May Presbytery meeting as well as the General Assembly in June.  Income from the 1st quarter will help to cover 2nd quarter expenses so I anticipate we will be close to budget amounts by the end of the 2nd quarter.

It was reported during the February meeting that the Pastor’s Benevolence Fund was getting low.  This fund does not receive money from the general budget. It is funded only by contributions given during the Friday night services at Presbytery meetings.  I am pleased to report $1,528 was given to the Pastors’ Benevolence Fund during the Friday night service at our February meeting.  The current balance in that fund is $7,335.  Thank you for your support to assist pastors in need.

You may recall that during the February Presbytery meeting we established a special fund for the Presbytery of the Pacific (POP).  The purpose is to provide a means for those churches in the POP to build up some finances to assist in the start-up of the new presbytery.  Contributions have begun with a check for $270 as shown on our Balance Sheet.

If you have any questions regarding these financial statements or would like additional information, please contact me.

Robert (Bob) Maier, Treasurer

9286 Piney Creek Road

Parker, Colorado 80138

bob@tactile.com
(303) 246-7131 cell

(303) 841-0499 office

(303) 841-0498 home
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Presbytery of the West

1250 S. Buckley Road

Suite I #146

Aurora, Colorado  80017

Phone 303.873.2819   Fax 303.369.8250   revmh@q.com

Dr. Jeff Jeremiah, Stated Clerk

Evangelical Presbyterian Church

17197 N. Laurel Park Drive, Suite 567

Livonia, MI 48152-2033

Dear Jeff:

Thank you for all you do for our denomination and your service to us.  You are a great blessing!

This letter is in response to the 29th General Assembly’s Presbytery Review Committee’s comments as included below.

Approved the Minutes of the Presbytery of the West with the following exception:

1. 84-22B, C, 84-14B (page 10-161): Minutes should record that exceptions to the Confession were allowed or disallowed, but not state the specific exceptions (Act of Assembly 03-09).


Duly noted and will record future minutes accordingly for a minister’s exceptions to the Westminster Standards.

2. 85-21D, E: There is no record of TE Voss or TE McKinney signing the required Ministerial Obligation (G.16-16L).


The Stated Clerk testifies that said ministers did indeed submit an executed Ministerial Obligation Statement to the Stated Clerk and are on file in the Stated Clerk’s office.  The Stated Clerk will be more circumspect to include such statements in future minutes.

3. 85-27A, D: Terms of call for Assistant Pastor Hicks does not include the length of term or primary duties as required by G.11-7. There is no record of TE Hicks signing the required Ministerial Obligation (G.16-16L). Terms of call for Assistant Pastor Craig do not include required length of term.

Clerical oversight for Rev. Hicks.  His call was to be reviewed annually by the calling session and his duties are as worship/music minster.  The Stated Clerk attests he is in possession of an executed Ministerial Obligation Statement for Rev. Hicks which is on file in the Stated Clerk’s office.


Clerical oversight for Rev. Craig.  His call was also to be reviewed annually by the calling session


The Presbytery of the West’s Stated Clerk will try to be more thorough in being sure to include such details in future minutes.
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The Presbytery Review Committee also stated: 

Sent the following advice to the Presbytery of the West

The presbytery is encouraged to find a different title for the "Denver Seminary Commission." The word "Commission" is confusing in light of its use in G.16-26. It is clearly not intended to function in that fashion


The Presbytery of the West did intend this to be a standing commission for the purpose of interaction with Denver Seminary and EPC students attending seminary there.  The choice of name for this commission was for identification.  The reason why the Presbytery used a commission and not a committee is because some decisions that this relationship between the Presbytery and the seminary required needed to be expedited and would have been moot by the time the Presbytery could either call a meeting or respond to at its subsequent stated meeting.  This was a condition of the relationship requested by the seminary.


At present, this relationship has dissolved and the Presbytery’s Denver Seminary Commission has been dismissed.


The Presbytery Review Committee additionally wrote:

The Presbytery Review Committee reported no notations requiring responses (Rules 9llC.2).

The Presbytery Review Committee reported the following notations with regard to typographical and stylistic matters (Rules 9-11C.1).


a. 84-13 (Pages 10-150 to 153). Pages need to be re-formatted so they are readable.


b. 84-10 (page 10-156). Misstatement: The EPC and the PC(DSA) are in correspondence due to 
their mutual membership in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, but they do not have 
"Fraternal Relations."


c. 85-14D (Page 10-194): Typographical: correct to "asking God to watch over..."


d. 86-10 (page 10-228): "Attachment #8" is mis-numbered. It should be corrected to read 
"Attachment #7."

All are duly noted and will be corrected.


The Presbytery of the West will communicate this response to these exceptions and notations conveyed by the Assembly at its April 30-May 1, 2010, stated meeting and record in the record of the meeting.

Sincerely submitted on behalf of the Presbytery of the West,

Rev. Marc Huebl

Stated Clerk

Presbytery of the West
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2010 Minister of the Word Report   Serving In-bounds

	Pastors In Boundaries Call
	
	Where Serving
	Letter rec'd
	Changes
	Reviewed

	Rev.
	Nate
	Johnson
	Pastor
	Arvada Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Dr.
	Jim
	Coleman
	Pastor
	Bear Creek EPC
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Steve
	Garcia
	Pastor
	Celebration Comm. Church
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Bryan
	Craig
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Creek Pres Church
	yes
	10.5% increase
	yes

	Rev.
	Bruce
	Finfrock
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Creek Pres Church
	yes
	$4,651 increase
	yes

	Rev.
	Zachary
	Hicks
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Creek Presb Church
	yes
	$7,324 increase
	yes

	Rev.
	Marty
	Martin
	Associate Pastor
	Cherry Creek Pres Church
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Don
	Sweeting
	Pastor
	Cherry Creek Pres. Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Dr.
	Michael
	Anderson
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Hills Comm Church
	yes
	adequate
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Jim
	Dixon
	Pastor
	Cherry Hills Community Ch.
	yes
	adequate
	yes

	Rev.
	Brett
	Garretson
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Hills Comm Church
	yes
	adequate
	yes

	Rev.Dr.
	Blake
	LaMunyon
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Hills Community Ch.
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Ramona
	Spilman
	Assistant Pastor
	Cherry Hills Comm. Ch.
	yes
	adequate
	yes

	Rev
	Bob
	Everest
	Pastor
	Christ Covenant Church
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Christ Fellowship Church
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Dan
	Weidman
	Pastor
	Christ the King Pres. Ch.
	
	
	

	Rev. Dr.
	Shawn
	Robinson
	Pastor
	Clayton Community Ch.
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Rick
	Nylund
	Assistant Pastor
	Clayton Community Ch.
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Robert
	Hock
	Pastor
	Comm Church of Ephrata
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Don
	Kearby
	Pastor pt tme
	Cornerstone Comm
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Bob
	Mossman
	Assistant Pastor
	Cornerstone Comm. Ch.
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Marc
	Huebl
	Pastor
	Covenant Comm. Ch.
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev.
	Jeremy
	Grant
	Pastor
	Covenant Pres. Ch. Omaha
	
	
	

	Rev. Dr.
	Kevin
	McDonald
	Associate Pastor
	Covenant Pres. Ch. Omaha
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Graham
	Baily
	Associate Pastor
	Covenant Pres. Ch. Omaha
	
	
	

	Rev.
	David
	Fenska
	Pastor
	Covenant Pres San Diego
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev.
	Tim
	Wilbanks
	Pastor
	CovenantPres. Church Vail
	new call
	new call
	new call

	Rev.
	Kirk
	Bottomly
	Pastor
	Fair Oaks Presb. Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Cliff
	Graves
	Pastor
	Fair Oaks Presb. Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Bill
	Ackerman
	Associate Pastor
	Faith Evangel. Church
	yes
	6.2% increase
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Jim
	Murphy
	Pastor
	Faith Evangel. Church
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev.
	Doug
	Klein
	Pastor
	Faith Pres. Church
	
	
	

	Rev. Dr.
	Fred
	Stifel
	Assistant Pastor
	Faith Pres. Church
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev.
	Gordon
	Allen
	Pastor
	1st EPC Renton
	yes
	$7418 increase
	yes

	Rev.
	Don
	Broadwater
	Assistant Pastor
	1st EPC Renton
	yes
	$9760 increase
	yes
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	ev..
	David
	Abdo
	Associate Pastor
	First Presbyterian Fresno
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Greg
	Ehlert
	Associate Pastor
	First Presbyterian Fresno
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Lana
	Roberts
	Associate Pastor
	First Presbyterian Fresno
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Doug
	Brown
	Pastor
	First Presbyterian Greeley
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Jon
	Sharpe
	Pastor
	First Presbyterian Levelland
	yes
	$1,020 increase
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Jim
	Barstow
	Pastor
	First Pres Roseville
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Nancy
	Duff
	Associate Pastor
	First Pres Roseville
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev
	Anthony
	Stiff
	Associate Pastor
	First Pres Roseville
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Paul
	Irwin
	Pastor
	Fowler Presbyterian Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	A. Cooper
	McWhirter
	Pastor
	Grace Community Church
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev
	Larry
	Carlson
	Pastor
	Grace Presbyterian Church
	yes
	$5,000 plus housing
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Fred
	Lian
	Pastor
	GracePoint Commun Church
	yes
	4% increase
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Tom
	Melton
	Pastor
	Greenwood Comm. Church
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev.
	Dave
	Brogren
	Pastor
	Heritage EPC
	
	
	

	Rev. Dr.
	Bob
	Beltz
	Pastor
	Highline Community Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev
	Michael
	Wright
	Pastor
	Littleton Christian Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Adam
	Long
	Assistant Pastor
	Lookout Mtn. Comm. Ch.
	yes
	no change
	yes

	Rev.
	Bill
	Senyard
	Pastor
	Lookout Mtn. Comm. Ch.
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Jerry
	Voss
	Pastor
	Millbrook Pres. Church
	
	
	

	Rev.
	David
	Zook
	Pastor
	Morningside Presbyterian Ch
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Doug
	Resler
	Pastor
	Parker EPC
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Bob
	Badgley
	Pastor
	Pioneer Presbyterian Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	
	
	
	
	Sanger Community Church
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Scott
	Downing
	Pastor
	San Ramon Pres Church
	yes
	10% decrease
	yes

	Rev
	Chaluay
	Ruangchan
	Pastor
	Thai EPC
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Chuck
	Shillito
	Pastor
	Trinity Presbyterian Church
	yes
	new call
	yes

	Rev.
	Guy
	Boyer
	Pastor
	Valley Comm Church
	yes
	$3000.00 increase
	yes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evangelists
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Robin
	Kelley
	Evangelist
	Concord/San Ramon
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Mike
	Klassen
	Evangelist
	Neighborhood Church plant
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Dave
	Meserve
	Evangelist
	Urban Skye Ministry
	yes
	yes
	yes

	Rev. Dr.
	Eugene
	Scott
	Evangelist
	Neighborhood Church plant
	
	
	

	Rev.
	Winsor
	Stough
	Evangelist
	Eagle Valley Com. Church
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Presbytery of the West Women In Ministry Report by Donna Davis

                                April 30-May 1, 2010

FAITH FOCUS: 

At the February Presbytery, the motion was passed that the P.O.W. would provide any additional funding needed to send Keri Christensen as our WIM POW representative to Albania.  Keri went as a member of a team of EPC WIM social workers and counselors from around the country to teach and encourage the staff at our Faith Focus home for adolescent girls, Eagle’s Wings.  Her report was that God answered prayers in amazing ways.  They were able to provide workshops for the Eagle’s Wings staff as well as for social workers from the area. Their ministry brought encouragement and practical help.  Because of the work of the Holy Spirit they were able to accomplish above and beyond what they had hoped and planned. We offer many thanks to our Lord and to the Presbytery of the West for your prayers and financial support. Keri will be sharing about her experience at General Assembly on Friday.

REAL TRAINING: 

This training is provided to help equip our WIM Leaders in ministry.  The excellent training materials are available through our EPC WIM office. Jacky Gatliff is organizing a REAL TRAINING event in October in California. Some of our POW WIM leaders will be teaching at the event. Go to our website, www.epcwomeninministry.org for more information

MINISTERS’ WIVES EVENT: 

This event was held in February during to Presbytery to support and encourage our ministers’ wives in the EPC.  The report from our committee was that the talks by Marcia Schultz, the prayer time, and the Ministry resources provided at the event were very encouraging.

PERSONAL NOTE;
I appreciate the outpouring of care and concern for my family and for me since my husband Ed passed on to be with the Lord.  Thank you too for all the years the EPC stood by him in ministry. I’m grateful for the body of Christ during this difficult time.

Serve. Lead. Glorify.

 Attachment # 4
LETTER OF ENDORSEMENT

BRAD MEULI

December 1, 2009

The Session of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church strongly endorses Brad Meuli for the position of Commissioned Pastor in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  Brad has been a member of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church for many years and at a Congregational Meeting in October 2009 he was elected as a Ruling Elder.  He currently serves as the President/Chief Executive Officer of the Denver Rescue Mission. The Mission is the oldest Evangelical full-service Christian charity serving the poor and needy in the Rocky Mountain West, having been established in 1892.  The Mission has a budget of over $23,000,000 and 162 employees.  

 We have a strong sense of Brad’s call to ministry that has been born out by many years of outstanding service to the poor in the Denver Metro area.  His character is exemplary and his preparation for ministry has been extensive as evidenced by his being awarded a Master of Arts degree in Leadership from Denver Seminary.  Additionally, his important gospel service has been recognized in the awarding of an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from Colorado Christian University.

In his capacity as President/CEO of the Denver Rescue Mission, Brad is widely recognized as an important religious leader in the Denver metropolitan area.  His clear testimony and strong commitment to Christ result in his being asked to perform many functions appropriately performed by ordained ministers of the gospel.  He is a long-time, committed member of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church who represents our larger church effectively and well through his service to the poor and needy in the name of Christ.  Both his ministry and the overall ministry of the EPC would be enriched by his designation as a Commissioned Pastor by the Presbytery of the West.   

Kirk Roberts







Donald Sweeting

Clerk of Session






Senior Pastor 
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November 29, 2009


In 1987, at the age of 30, I began to pray in earnest that God would guide me to his plan for “the something bigger” he had put in my heart but had not revealed to me.  He began to answer my prayers, but it would take 12 years before I would come on staff at the Denver Rescue Mission, leaving my 17 year career in banking.


 Today, I can say that I have been blessed to be able to be on staff at the Denver Rescue Mission for nearly 11 years, the last 9 years as President and CEO.  Our goal at the Mission is to Change Lives in the Name of Christ.  Because of Jesus’ love our staff, volunteers, and donors, work with the poor and the needy to help them become productive self-sufficient citizens.  Frankly, I cannot think of anything else I would rather do than provide hope through food, clothing, shelter, and the Good News of Jesus to the poor.  It is a privilege.  


I believe that becoming a Commissioned Pastor in the EPC would allow me to further serve and encourage the poor not only in Colorado, but throughout the world.  I am fortunate to serve on the board of two associations (both as Vice Chairman) representing Rescue Missions in the United States (the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions) and the world (City Mission World Association).  As a long time EPC member, I have often thought that becoming a Commissioned Pastor would be an honor and a blessing.  Thank you for your consideration.  
God Bless,

Brad Meuli  

BIO          BRAD MEULI 

(Pronounced Miley)

Brad is President/CEO of the Denver Rescue Mission.  The Mission is the oldest Evangelical full-service Christian charity serving the poor and needy in the Rocky Mountain West having been established in 1892.  The Mission has a budget of over $23,000,000 and 162 employees.  

Brad joined the Mission almost eleven years ago after a 17-year career in banking with Wells Fargo Bank.  He is a past Chairman of the Mission’s Board of Directors.  A former Major in the Marine Corps, Brad is active in various community activities.  He serves as Vice Chairman of the Board of City Mission World Association an international rescue mission organization; is currently Vice Chairman of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions; was appointed by the Mayor to Denver’s Homeless Commission; and is a past Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Bonfils Blood Center.  He is a Leadership Denver Alumni, ‘89.  Brad also has served the last seven years as Chaplain to the Colorado House of Representatives.  

Brad became a licensed Minister in April 2000 through New Life in Christ Church, in Denver.  He is a graduate of Northern Arizona University, and has his MA in Leadership from Denver Seminary where he also serves as adjunct faculty.  He was awarded an honorary doctorate from Colorado Christian University for his work with the homeless.  He is married, has five children, and three grandchildren.

Brad Meuli

President/CEO

Denver Rescue Mission

PO Box 5206

Denver, CO 80217

303-297-1815  

bmeuli@denrescue.org
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Commissioned Pastor Examination Guide

This Guide is to help the Ministerial Committee and Commissioned Pastor Candidates work through the examination process to prepare the Commissioned Pastor Candidate for their being presented to the Presbytery for consideration to be authorized as a Commissioned Pastor.

The basis for this Guide is from the Book of Government 10-6.E.1 and 2: Authorization shall be for a maximum of three years and may be renewed subject to the same limitation.  Such authorization shall specify those powers granted and shall stipulate in which church(es) or ministry contexts those powers are authorized.  Such powers shall be exercised only in those contexts.  Potential Commissioned Pastors shall be examined by Presbytery and found to have sufficient knowledge of those areas to responsibly discharge the powers granted.
It stands to reason then, that each Commissioned Pastor should have the same basic understanding of their ministry context as well as peculiar areas of examination that would be unique to their ministry context.  For example, a Commissioned Pastor who is ministering in a hospice would have some common examination areas as a Commissioned Pastor who is planting a church, as well as unique ministry knowledge that would be quite different than a church planter.

With this in mind, this Guide will have two categories for Commissioned Pastor Candidates to be examined in: Common Ministry contexts/knowledge and Unique Ministry contexts/knowledge.

Common Ministry Contexts/Knowledge
1.  Commissioned Pastor Candidates must articulate their faith in Christ.

2.  Commissioned Pastor Candidates must have studied the EPC Leadership Guide and completed Elder training by their Session or minister.

3. Commissioned Pastor Candidates must show an understanding of the Scriptures and the main tenets of the Christian faith and Reformed Tradition.  If they are serving in a preaching or teaching ministry, suitable examples of their ministry may be requested by the Ministerial Committee for evaluation and assessment.

4.  The Commissioned Pastor is a representative of the EPC, and accordingly, Commissioned Pastor Candidates must know and understand the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s beliefs, history, government, and to be familiar with the EPC’s Position Papers and Pastoral Letters.  The Ministerial Committee will examine the Commissioned Pastor Candidate to determine if additional instruction is needed.  If so, such instruction may be assigned to the Commissioned Pastor’s supervisor or to a member or members of the Ministerial Committee.

Unique Ministry Contexts/Knowledge
1.  Commissioned Pastor Candidates must be able to articulate the work that God has called them to do and the reasons why they are seeking to become a Commissioned Pastor.

2. Commissioned Pastor Candidates will describe their ministry and give evidence of effectiveness in that ministry.  Commissioned Pastor Candidates will be examined as to their understanding of their ministry and what it entails.  For example, if their ministry involves observing the Sacraments, then the Candidate must be able to present an understanding of what the Sacraments are and their meaning; if their ministry is evangelism, they must be able to demonstrate what evangelism is; etc.

3.  Commissioned Pastor Candidates will submit a list of what their responsibilities are in their position of ministry.  From this list and from the Ministerial Committee’s initial examination, an itemized listing of authorization of powers to be granted will then be presented to the Presbytery for final approval.
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The Report of the Interim Committee

On Women Teaching Elders

Introduction
A guiding principle of the EPC from its beginning has been our declared intent to allow liberty on the women’s ordination question. It is in that spirit that the interim committee has approached our responsibility. The committee members hold a diversity of views that reflect the ethos of our denomination.  The challenging task assigned to us is to help facilitate the EPC’s continuing commitment to liberty on this question while working within our constitution as we move forward.  The issue of women’s ordination, particularly as it applies to clergy, has been a test of our genuine commitment to the EPC motto: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things charity.”  
At the beginning, we must acknowledge the fundamental principles that inform the EPC’s liberty on women’s ordination.  The Biblical Principle:  The Holy Scriptures are the inspired Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. This authoritative Word is true in all that it teaches. The Ecclesiastical Principle:  Women’s ordination is a non-essential issue about which faithful believers may have honest differences of biblical interpretation and practice. One’s view of women’s ordination is not an essential element to the catholic faith, Evangelical Protestantism, or the Reformed Tradition. The EPC has always affirmed that women’s ordination is a matter of biblical interpretation, not biblical authority.
The EPC is dedicated to Christian freedom within the bounds of Presbyterian polity on this subject which has sharply divided Evangelicals and Presbyterians. The General Assembly in 1984 adopted a preliminary position paper on the ordination of women (approved as a position paper in 1986) that stated: “...while some churches may ordain women and some may decline to do so, neither position is essential to the existence of the church. Since people of good faith who equally love the Lord and hold to the infallibility of Scripture differ on this issue, and since uniformity of view and practice is not essential to the existence of the visible church, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church has chosen to leave this decision to the Spirit-guided consciences of particular congregations concerning the ordination of women as Elders and Deacons, and to the presbyteries concerning the ordination of women as Ministers.”  This position complements the EPC constitution: “The particular church has the right to elect its own officers” (Book of Government 7-2).   This right is guaranteed in perpetuity to all churches in the EPC. Similarly, the authority of presbyteries to determine their membership is granted in the constitution.
It is in the historic irenic spirit of the EPC that the committee prayerfully submits these recommendations.

Recommendations of the Interim Committee
to the General Assembly for Action

1.
Amendment Reaffirming the EPC Position Paper on Women’s Ordination
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The following amendment is a reaffirmation of the historic EPC position, and will make explicit what is implicit in the Book of Government and the 6th General Assembly “Position Paper on the Ordination of Women” since the EPC’s founding.  

Recommendation:  That Book of Government 2-2 be amended by adding an excerpt from the EPC “Position Paper on the Ordination of Women” to the existing statement.  The amended Book of Government 2-2 would read:

The Officers of the Church as set forth in Scripture are: Teaching Elders (designated by many titles in Scripture, including Ministers and Pastors), Ruling Elders, and Deacons. The Evangelical Presbyterian Church does not believe that the issue of the ordination of women is an essential of the faith.  Since people of good faith who equally love the Lord and hold to the infallibility of Scripture differ on this issue, and since uniformity of view and practice is not essential to the existence of the visible church, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church has chosen to leave this decision to the Spirit-guided consciences of particular congregations concerning the ordination of women as Elders and Deacons, and to the presbyteries concerning the ordination of women as Ministers. 
Rationale:   A hallmark of the EPC from the beginning has been that we do not consider the ordination of women to be an essential of the faith.  Rather, we allow local congregations to elect male or female officers.  This EPC principle is found in Book of Government 7-2: “The particular church has the right to elect its own officers.” This right is always balanced in our polity with the authority of the presbytery to concur with the call of Teaching Elders. “The Position Paper on the Ordination of Women” has served as a de facto part of the constitution in EPC practice since it was adopted in 1986.  The “Position Paper” has historically functioned in the EPC as an appropriate application of Book of Government 7-2 and it would be appropriate to insert these succinct excerpts from the “Position Paper” into the constitution as an explanation of the EPC position on church officers.

We see a parallel in this instance to previous EPC deliberations about the “Essentials of Our Faith.”  For many years the “Essentials of Our Faith” served as a de facto part of the constitution in EPC practice while not formally being a part of the church constitution.  The EPC eventually decided to add “Essentials” to the constitution and make explicit what had in fact been EPC practice for many years.  Likewise, we believe it would be a logical step to include the proposed excerpt from the “Position Paper on the Ordination of Women” in the constitution to make explicit what is already EPC practice.

2. 
Transfer of Congregations to Bordering Presbyteries for Reasons Regarding Women as Teaching Elders.

The interim committee recognizes the tension inherent in our polity regarding the ordination/election of women as Teaching Elders.  Basic polity rights can actually compete with one another in presbyteries on this issue. The right of the congregation to elect its officers and the authority of the presbytery to examine persons for a position as Teaching Elder can create conflict.                                                         Attachment # 6 pg 2 of 5
A congregation might elect a woman as a Teaching Elder while a presbytery might decline that call due to the majority interpretation of Scripture on this issue. This creates an obvious tension that we would like to resolve. 

The interim committee does not advocate running from this potential conflict but heading into it with humility and a conviction that we will honor God by treating one another respectfully. The unique ethos of the EPC on women’s ordination intrinsically implies that not all Presbyterians will be comfortable with our ecclesiastical arrangement.
While we live with this discomfort in love, we also desire to find a solution regarding the calling of women as Teaching Elders in congregations that fall within the bounds of presbyteries that have not previously approved such calls. In particular, we recognize that churches entering geographic presbyteries from the New Wineskins Transitional Presbytery, as well as other non-EPC churches, may come with women Teaching Elders already installed. We desire to provide freedom for these congregations without compromising the constitutional authority exercised by presbyteries.  
To that end, the interim committee recommends the following: 

A) Amendment addressing the dismissal of a church to another EPC presbytery. 

In specific cases, for reasons related to the prohibition of the ordination or reception of women as Teaching Elders, a church may petition a bordering presbytery for membership.  In order for the transfer to occur the following will take place:

1) The church session must vote to petition its local presbytery for permission to petition the bordering presbytery for membership, detailing its reasons related to the prohibition of the ordination or reception of women as Teaching Elders,

2) The bordering presbytery must vote to accept the petitioning congregation pending “3” below,
3) The local presbytery must vote to dismiss the congregation to the bordering presbytery.  
Amendment to the Book of Government 5-5 (with following sections re-numbered accordingly)

The dismissal of a church to another EPC presbytery 

Only in the case where: 1) a church desires to call a woman teaching elder, or 2) a church has a woman who seeks to become a candidate under care, and the church is located in a presbytery that by a majority vote refuses to receive or ordain a woman as a teaching elder, that church may petition for membership in a presbytery sharing a common boundary that will receive or ordain a woman as a teaching elder.  The following dismissal and reception will be followed:

1) The church session must vote to petition its current geographic presbytery for permission to petition the bordering presbytery for membership, detailing its reasons related to the prohibition of the ordination or reception of women as Teaching Elders,

2) The bordering presbytery must vote to accept the petitioning congregation pending “3)” below,

3) The local presbytery must vote to dismiss the congregation to the bordering presbytery. 

This dismissal and reception process may be referred to a higher court only on procedural grounds.

B) 
Amendment addressing the reception of churches coming from transitional Presbyteries or non-EPC groups.

Churches coming from transitional or non-geographic presbyteries or non-EPC groups ordinarily seek admission to their local geographic presbytery.  In the case of such churches anticipating entering a presbytery likely to prohibit the ordination or reception of women Teaching Elders, the following course may be followed:

1) The session must consult with the local presbytery through its Ministerial Committee concerning the potential for reception of women Teaching Elders.

2) If, after such consultation, the presbytery discerns the need for relief for the entering congregation on this issue, then it will contact the bordering presbytery and refer to it the issue of admission of the church, under the provisions of Book of Government 5-5 above.
Amendment to the Book of Government 5-6 (with following sections re-numbered accordingly)

The reception of a church into a bordering EPC presbytery

Only in the case where a church with a woman teaching elder seeks entry into a presbytery who, by a majority vote refuses to receive or ordain a woman as a teaching elder, may that church then petition for membership in a bordering presbytery who may receive or ordain a woman as a Teaching Elder.  The following reception process will be followed:

1) The church session may vote to consult with the local presbytery through its Ministerial Committee concerning the potential for reception of women Teaching Elders.

2) If, after such consultation, the presbytery discerns the need for relief for the entering congregation on this issue, then it will contact the bordering presbytery and refer to it the issue of the admission of the church, under the provisions of Book of Government 5-5.
This reception process may be referred to a higher court only on procedural grounds.

C) Amendment addressing the definition of a presbytery.  

With the approval of these amendments, a change in the definition of a presbytery is required:

Amendment to the Book of Government 16-14

“The Presbytery: The presbytery has the oversight of the life of a number of churches within a designated governing area.”  

3.  Women Teaching Elders Serving in Non-Congregational Settings

The committee is aware of the possibility of a woman Teaching Elder serving in a non-congregational setting who may be prevented from being received into an EPC presbytery due to the presbytery’s majority position on women.  This situation may need to be addressed at a later time.  
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4.
Immediate Relief for a Presbytery in Conflict

The interim committee recognizes that tension over the issue of women as Teaching Elders has been particularly difficult in the Presbytery of Mid-America.  Mid-America sought relief from the 29th General Assembly.  Though the interim committee does not want to create unnecessary divisions in the body of Christ, it recognizes that the situation in Mid-America requires a solution.  Therefore the interim committee recommends that:

The 30th General Assembly instructs the Committee on Administration to enter into conversation with Mid-America Presbytery for the purpose of considering   becoming two geographic presbyteries.  

Rationale:  Creating two presbyteries out of Mid-America has for a long while been considered for reasons related to geographical size. Should this realignment occur roughly along the line of the Mississippi River, the interim committee expects that one of the new presbyteries would be able to ordain/elect women as Teaching Elders while the other would preserve Mid-America’s current practice of not ordaining/electing women as Teaching Elders.
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Formation of POW Ordination Preparation Commission- OPC

(Formerly Denver Seminary Commission)

Overview 

The Ordination Preparation Commission is responsible for preparing men and women to take written and oral EPC ordination exams and to assist pastors transferring ordination from non-Reformed denominations to the EPC.  The content relates to knowledge and application of EPC Polity and the Westminster Standards (Westminster Confession of Faith—the Smaller and Larger Catechisms), and Reformed Theology tradition.  OPC exists to support the work of the Care of Candidates Committee and the Ministerial Committee.  Participants complete individual study and participate in OPC symposiums, which are facilitated by EPC pastors.

EPC Polity and Westminster Standards Symposium

This symposium is required for (1) all candidates seeking ordination, (2) pastors transforming ordination from non-Reformed denominations, and (3) those referred by CoCC and MinCom.  The symposium is designed to help candidates and pastors integrate material, share ideas, defend positions, and apply the content to ministry situations.  An EPC Teaching Elder facilitates the discussions.  

1. Preparation for the two-day symposium involves reading the Book of Order (including the Westminster Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter catechisms); writing a five page, double-spaced paper on the different theological perspectives of one Sacrament that includes a summary of the EPC’s perspective; and submitting a signed statement of having read the Book of Order, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. 

2. Participants attend a two-day symposium, scheduled Monday-Tuesday from 9-5, with an hour for lunch.  Presbytery pays the instructor fee, provides lunch, and gives each participant a certificate of completion.  Candidates pay possible travel and lodging expenses.

3. After the symposium, participants write their exceptions to the Westminster Standards (the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms) and submit a copy to the facilitator.

Reformed Theology Symposium

This symposium is required for (1) candidates seeking EPC ordination who have not taken a Reformed theology seminary course, (2) all pastors transferring ordination from non-Reformed denominations, and (3) those referred by CoCC and MinCom.  

1. Before attending the one-day symposium, participants will complete (audit) a Reformed theology course from one of the following: 

a. Denver Seminary TH 651: The Theology of Calvin and the Reformed Tradition (currently taught by Dr. Bruce Demarest).  Class content addresses Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion and Reformed tradition, including its leading confessional statements.

b. An online course at Reformed Theological Seminary 0ST506 Theological Foundations (currently taught by Dr. Derek Thomas).  This is a free download at http://itunes.rts.edu/.  Syllabus is available online.
c. An accredited seminary, as approved by Care of Candidates Committee (CoCC) and Ministerial Committee (MinCom).  



2. In preparation for the symposium, participants write a five page, double-spaced paper on an aspect of the Reformed tradition, for example ordo salutus, missions, election, work of the Holy Spirit and submit it to the facilitator at the beginning of the symposium.                                                                   
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3. Participants submit a signed statement that they have audited or taken for credit a Reformed theology course from an accredited seminary that has been approved by CoCC and MinCom.

4. Participants attend a 9-5 Wednesday symposium.  Presbytery will pay the instructor fee and provide lunch.  Participants pay possible travel and lodging expenses.

Scheduling of Symposiums
1. The symposiums will be held consecutively and quarterly, given that three or more participants have registered.  The two day polity symposium will be held Monday-Tuesday followed by a one day Wednesday Reformed Theology symposium.  

2. Symposiums will be offered the first week in January, last week in March, second week in July, and last week in August.  This will enable candidates/pastors to meet POW requirements, take exams, and come before Presbytery in a timely manner.  

3. The first set of symposiums will be offered August 2010; this proposal will be evaluated late Summer 2012.

The Ordination Preparation Commission, OPC recommends that it remain a Commission through Summer 2012.      

1. OPC will support and work with the POW CoCC and MinCom for the purpose of supporting the work of both committees.  

2. Role and functions of OPC:

a. Provide written descriptions for the two symposiums and role of facilitator

b. Recruit facilitators

c. Obtain names of prospective attendees from EPC Teaching Elders and the chairs of the MinCom and CoCC

d. Notify perspective attendees as to the date, time, and place of future symposiums 

e. Schedule and oversee the logistics of the symposiums

f. Evaluate the effectiveness of both symposiums through feedback from the facilitators, participants, and members of POW and make changes as needed.  

Budget
The Ordination Preparation Commission requests approval for an annual budget of $4000 to cover operating costs of the symposiums for the years 2010 through 2012:

Facilitator fees ($300/day)

Travel/lodging expenses for facilitators

Lunch ($10/person)

Printing costs, etc. 
(Participants will pay their travel/lodging expenses.)
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EPC Presbytery of the West�Profit & Loss Budget - All Funds


January through March 2010





Jan - Mar 10





Budget





Ordinary Income/Expense





Income





Contributions - Regular Support





Bear Creek EPC





650.01





Cherry Creek Presbyterian Ch. Cherry Hills Community Church Christ Covenant Church


Christ Fellowship Church Clayton Community Church Cornerstone Community Church Covenant Community Church Covenant Pres. - Omaha Covenant Pres. - San Diego Fair Oaks Presbyterian


Faith Evangelical Ch. Loveland First EPC Renton


First Presbyterian, Fresno First Presbyterian, Greeley First Presbyterian, Levelland First Presbyterian, Roseville Grace Community Church GracePoint Community Church Greenwood Community Ch





3,249.99





7,500.00





437.50





1,182.00





300.00





150.00





225.00





3,327.50





1,252.00





4,312.50





1,750.00





800.00





2,725.00





2,780.49





375.00





8,215.01





836.08





602.49





2,416.00





Heritage EPC





295.00





Lookout Mt. Community Ch.





100.00





Parker EPC





2,257.50





Sanger Community Church Contributions - Regular Support - Other





2,000.00





0.00





35,325.00





Total Contributions - Regular Support





47,739.07





35,325.00





Interest Income





1,038.95





Total Income





48,778.02





35,325.00





Gross Profit





48,778.02





35,325.00





Expense





Administrative Budget





Ambassadors' Expense Care of Candidates Com





14.50





1,249.97





0.00





325.03





Church Development Committee





CD Training, Assessment Center Committee Expenses





0.00





1,249.97





213.50





1,000.03





Total Church Development Committee





213.50





2,250.00





Denver Seminary Commission Judicial Committee Expenses Ministerial Committee





0.00





49.97





479.16





1,677.48





750.00





Moderator





Moderator's Expense Moderator - Other





58.50





0.00





625.03





Total Moderator





58.50





625.03





Moderator Elect





0.00





124.97





Presbytery Meetings





0.00





1,000.03





Retreats/Seminars/Workshops Session Review Committee





0.00





250.03





0.00





25.03





Stated Clerk's Office





Clerical Assistant's stipend Clerk's Expenses





2,400.00





2,400.00





1,549.64





1,875.00





Stated Clerk's stipend Total Stated Clerk's Office





7,200.00





7,200.00





11,149.64





11,475.00





Travel





Presbytery & GA Assistance Travel to Inquiring Churches





419.50





1,000.03





258.00





750.00





Total Travel





677.50





1,750.03
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EPC Presbytery of the West�Profit & Loss Budget - All Funds


January through March 2010





Jan - Mar 10





Budget





Treasurer





Officer & Directors' Insurance Payroll Taxes


Treasurer's Expenses Treasurer's stipend





1,071.00





1,100.00





233.31





234.00





10.00





91.03





650.01





649.97





Total Treasurer





1,964.32





2,075.00





Women in Ministry





Faith Focus Expense Faith Focus Income Women in Ministry - Other





852.00





-165.00





167.44





375.00





Total Women in Ministry





854.44





375.00





World Outreach Committee





0.00





124.97





Total Administrative Budget





17,089.04





22,450.06





Missions Budget





Church Development





Denver Mosaic Church Neighborhood Church Church Development - Other





3,000.00





3,000.00





6,000.00





6,000.00





0.00





7,500.00





Total Church Development





9,000.00





16,500.00





Total Missions Budget





9,000.00





16,500.00





Total Expense





26,089.04





38,950.06





Net Ordinary Income





22,688.98





-3,625.06





Other Income/Expense





Other Income





Pastors' Benevolence Fund





1,528.25





Total Other Income





1,528.25





Other Expense





Pastors' Bene. Disbursements





1,000.00





Total Other Expense





1,000.00





Net Other Income





528.25





Net Income





23,217.23





-3,625.06
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EPC Presbytery of the West�Balance Sheet


As of March 31, 2010





Mar 31, 10





ASSETS





Current Assets





Checking/Savings





Checking





22,099.38





Money Market/CD





230,843.47





Savings Account





17,013.16





Total Checking/Savings Total Current Assets





269,956.01





269,956.01





TOTAL ASSETS





269,956.01





LIABILITIES & EQUITY





Liabilities





Current Liabilities





Credit Cards





Capital One





195.00





Total Credit Cards





195.00





Other Current Liabilities





Church Development Allocations





Denver Mosaic Church





Denver Mosaic Amount Less Prior Years Support





36,000.00





-27,000.00





Total Denver Mosaic Church





9,000.00





E-470 Church Plants





E-470 Church Plants Amount Less Prior Years Support





75,000.00





-18,941.84





Total E-470 Church Plants





56,058.16





Neighborhood Church





Neighborhood Church Amount Prior Years Support





52,500.00





-41,500.00





Total Neighborhood Church





11,000.00





Total Church Development Allocations





76,058.16





Payroll Liabilities





Federal





102.51





FICA





466.62





State





116.91





Total Payroll Liabilities





686.04





Presbytery of the Pacific Fund





270.00





Total Other Current Liabilities





77,014.20





Total Current Liabilities





77,209.20





Total Liabilities





77,209.20





Equity





Retained Earnings





169,529.58





Net Income





23,217.23





Total Equity





192,746.81





TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY





269,956.01
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