Proposed Docket

95th Meeting of the Presbytery of the West

February 3-4, 2012
Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church

10150 E. Belleview Avenue

Englewood, CO 80111
303-779-9909
Friday, February 3, 2012

Registration at Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church               



9:15 a.m.

Call to Order by Moderator Rev. David Baer                                 



10:00 a.m.


Declaration of Quorum

Welcome and Devotional






Rev. Brad Strait










Pastor











Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church





In addition to Rev. Strait presenting the morning devotional, Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church’s Minister of Music, Rev. Zac Hicks, will also  be leading us in our convening time of worship.

A Time for Prayer






Moderator Rev. David Baer  
10:35am

Introduction of Guests






Moderator Baer

Installation of 2012 Moderator


Moderator Elect Jan Bole will be installed by Moderator Baer.  

Clerk’s Comments and Items

     



Stated Clerk Marc Huebl

  




Attendance Register


Comments about the Minister of the Word Reports


Adoption of Docket 

Omnibus/Consent Motion                                  



Moderator Bole
       

11:05 am         


These items are considered to be routine and will be considered for action as one motion.  However, any item may be removed and acted upon separately if so moved by the Presbytery.  The items being considered are:

A 
That the Minutes of 94th Meeting be approved.   (These Minutes have been previously distributed.)

B.  That those Ministers who have requested to be excused from attending this meeting be accepted.

C.  That the Minutes from the 93rd Stated Meeting be corrected on page 6 regarding Rev. Robin Kelley’s call from “duel” to “dual.” And on page 18, Rev. Aaron Laenger’s named be corrected in its spelling.

D.  That the Minutes from the 94th Stated Meeting correct Rev. Bill Ackerman’s name under the Roll Call from Dan Ackerman to Bill Ackerman and on page 10 a correction to the email address for Rev. Don Kearby which should read donkearby@cornerstoneaurora.org. 

E.  That the Administrative Commission to install Rev. Mark Skalberg as Pastor at Canyons Community Church, Castle Rock, CO,  be dismissed with appreciation for their service to the Presbytery and to the minister and congregation. The commission’s minutes are on file with the Stated Clerk.

Motion to approve the entire Omnibus/Consent Motion

Presentation of the 2011 Year End Financials and the Proposed Budget for 2012

Mr. Bob Maier, Treasurer


Treasurer Maier will present a financial update of the 2011 year end expenditures and balances for the Presbytery funds.  Documentation of this information is contained in Attachment # 1  to this Docket.


Treasurer Maier will also present the second reading of the 2012 Budget along with comments and a time for questions.  This Proposed Budget for 2012 is a total of $104,400.00, and details as follows:

[image: image1.emf]


The Treasurer has additional comments on the 2012 Proposed Budget.  These comments can be found as  



Attachment #  2  to this Docket.

Presbytery Committee/Staff Summaries of Activity and Updates


This item is for our permanent committees that do want to give a summary of activities or information to the Presbytery which have determined that a floor presentation is not necessary.   

The Stated Clerk has included his record of response to the General Assembly’s Presbytery Review Committee as contained in Attachment # A  to this Docket for the Presbytery’s purview and information.  This record of response will go to the 2012 General Assembly for their action to receive it as “acceptable” or “not acceptable.”
Women In Ministry






Mrs. Rhonda Reedy, Chair
            11:30 am


Chair Reedy requested time to address the Presbytery about changes that are being considered by the Women In Ministry Committee.


She will also report on the cessation of the Eagles Wings project which our Presbytery was committed to and participated with.

Presbytery Committee Presentations 


Session Review Committee




Rev. Jim Bidderman, Chair           11:40 am



Chair Bidderman will be presenting the Session Review Committee’s findings on session minutes submitted for review.  He will also be highlighting changes in where sessions are to send their minutes for review due to changes in committee personnel  and changes due to the formation of the Presbytery of the Pacific.


There is documentation from the Committee.  These documents can be found as Attachment # 3 to this Docket.

Lunch









Noon 











Host Church 











Reservations requested

Looking to the Future








1:00pm

Stated Clerk Huebl will present some thoughts about the future for the Presbytery of the West.  There will be some time for interaction and discussion.


Ordination Preparation Commission 




Rev. Sharon Beekmann     1:25 pm











Chair   


 The description and requirements of the Discovery Workshops have changed since the first reading. Please read attachment # 4. This is the second reading of this proposed change.

Rev. Sharon Beekmann, Chair of Ordination Preparation Commission, proposes that the Presbytery approve the motion that the Ordination Preparation Commission be dissolved and a Directorship be established in its place. The Director will oversee Discovery Workshops that are designed to prepare ministers to take oral and written exams and to orient ministers and Ruling Elders to the ethos, polity, and Confessions of the EPC. Discovery Workshops are required for non-reformed ministers transferring ordination, candidates seeking EPC ordination, and those referred by the Ministerial Committee.  PCUSA ministers and churches seeking affiliation with EPC are encouraged to attend. The workshops have proven to be a useful step in the reception and ordination processes.

Presbytery Committee Presentations 


Church Development Committee





Dr. Eugene Scott, Chair    1:40 pm



The following are items that the Permanent Committees are presenting to the Presbytery which require action of the Presbytery.  These items have been acted upon at the Committee level before being presented at this Presbytery meeting.  There may be some additional items to add to the Docket at the time of the meeting.



1.  Act on a request from a group of people in Enid, Oklahoma, who are anticipated to be submitting to the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery the EPC Petition to Constitute a Mission Church.   



2.  Chair Scott will bring some ideas that the Committee has been in conversation over about church planting and becoming associated with a regional church planting network.  There will be time for questions and interaction from the Presbytery.


Ministerial Committee





Dr. Jim Coleman, Chair
2:00 p.m.













A.  General Actions to Consider




1.  Act on a Change in Status for Rev. Richard Savidge.


Rev. Savidge is being called to serve Outside the Boundaries with Coaching International.  He has been called by Coaching International to be their Director/President.


Rev. Savidge will take some time to tell the Presbytery about this ministry and how Christ is using it to help pastors and others in ministry.




2.  Act on a request from Pastor Emeritus Richard McNeely to be received as an               2:25 pm

Associate Member of the Presbytery of the West.


Dr. McNeely is Pastor Emeritus with the Yellowstone Presbytery, USA, and is currently part of the ministry  at Springhill Presbyterian Church, Belgrade, Montana.  Under his guidance, this congregation made its way from the PCUSA to the EPC, Presbytery of the West.  Rev. B.J. Otey is the pastor and Pastor McNeely has expressed his desire to transfer his ordination credentials to the EPC.


Under the provisions of the Book of Government 11-4; 2-3; 11-10; and 16-14, the Presbytery may receive Pastor Emeritus McNeely as an Associate Member. 



Pastor McNeely’s Statement of Faith and exceptions to the Westminster Standards can be found as Attachment # 5   to this Docket.




3.  Discussion on how the Presbytery might find a way to respond to a request to be         3:00p,m

received by Desert Hills Presbyterian Church, Scottsdale, Arizona, and its ministers.


Desert Hills has already been dismissed to the Presbytery of the West by the Presbytery of Grand Canyons, PCUSA.  


In anticipation of the number of churches and ministers seeking to affiliate with the Presbytery of the West this coming year, the Ministerial Committee and Stated Clerk are anticipating Desert Hills will be ready to be received well in advance of the May 2012 Presbytery meeting and would like to process this congregation, officers, and ministers before the May 2012 meeting.  The Ministerial Committee would like to request the Presbytery to consider constitutional options to be able to respond to Desert Hills without making them wait until the May 2012 Presbytery meeting.




4. Discussion on how the Presbytery might find a way to respond to a request from Hope Church, Cordova, Tennessee.


Hope Church is a particular church in good standing in the Presbytery of the Central South, EPC.  They will have been approved by the Central South Presbytery to seek affiliation with the Presbytery of the West prior to this February 3-4 meeting.


Hope Church is intending to call a woman into ordination to serve their congregation and ministry and this is not supported by the Central South Presbytery.  Under provisions of the Book of Government 5-5, Hope Church and its ordained ministers have communicated their intentions to affiliate with the Presbytery of the West.


As with Desert Hills, the Ministerial Committee is asking that the Presbytery consider its constitutional options to allow reception of this congregation, officers, and ministers, before the May 2012 Presbytery meeting if possible.

Break










3:30-3:50pm




5.  Discussion on how the Presbytery can best respond to the needs of Rev. Mark Skalberg and Canyons Community Church.


There have been resignations of sufficient elders from session to the extent that the membership of the session of Canyons Community Church does not meet its quorum and as such is not able to call a congregational meeting to act to dissolve the relationship between Rev. Skalberg and Canyons Community Church.


B. Ministerial Examination






4:10 p.m.


The Presbytery will conduct an examination for Rev. Mark Hutton who is being called as Pastor by Faith Evangelical Church, Loveland, Colorado.  Faith Evangelical Church will hold a congregational meeting on February 12, 2012, to vote on extending this call to Rev. Hutton.  The Ministerial Committee wants the Presbytery to note that, should Rev. Hutton be approved for reception, such reception will be contingent upon a favorable congregational vote by Faith Evangelical Church. 


Rev. Hutton ordination credentials are with the Blue Ridge Presbytery, Presbyterian Church of America, where he is a member in good standing.

The Presbytery is to examine him regarding theology, sacraments, his faith in Christ, his calling to ministry and the nature of the office of a Minister of the Word, polity, the Reformed Tradition, the Bible, his service, ordination, spiritual journey and his exceptions to the Westminster Standards.


He has been interviewed by the Ministerial Committee, which is recommending him to the Presbytery for examination and acceptance.


Rev. Hutton’s written exceptions to the Westminster Standards and his Statement of Faith are found as Attachment # 6  to this Docket.


The Terms of Call for Rev. Hutton have been reviewed by the Stated Clerk and the Ministerial Committee and found to be in order as per the EPC Constitutional requirements, and his signed Ministerial Obligation Form will be on file with the Stated Clerk by the time of the meeting.


Representatives from Faith Evangelical Church will be present to advocate this call to Rev. Hutton.


Upon approval by the Presbytery, the Presbytery will constitute an Administrative Commission to install Rev. Hutton  as Pastor of Faith Evangelical Church pending a favorable congregational meeting vote.  This installation service is set for February 12, 2012, at the morning worship service.  Membership of the commission is yet to be determined and will be announced at the Presbytery meeting.

Moment For Our Missionaries and Missions





5:10 p.m.


Dr. Jim Murphy will be presenting an update on his travels and ministry with the EPC World Outreach Committee.
Dinner










   5:30 p.m.












Cherry Creek 
                                          










Presbyterian Church





















Reservations requested 

Evening Worship Service








6:30 p.m.












Cherry Creek












Presbyterian Church

Candidate for Ordination Mr. Gary McCusker will be presenting a message from God’s word in advance of his ordination trial on Saturday morning.

Saturday, Oct 8, 2011

Registration and Continental Breakfast






8:00 a.m.












Cherry Creek













Presbyterian Church


Meeting reconvenes








8:30 a.m.

Morning Devotional


Rev. Dave Strunk




Assistant Pastor




Cherry Creek 




Presbyterian Church
Rev.  Strunk will present the morning devotional and  Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church’s Minister of Music, Rev. Zac Hicks, will be leading us in our morning time of worship.

Moderator’s Morning Prayer






Moderator Bole 
9:00 am

Presbytery Committee Presentations  






9:10am

Care of Candidates Committee





Dr. Bob Mossman,  Chair    









   



1.  Act on request from Candidate Michael Bonser who has communicated to the Care of Candidates Committee that he has decided to withdraw from the candidates program and not continue to pursue EPC ordination at this time.


The Stated Clerk has received the appropriate Termination of Candidacy form from the Chair.

 Motion to approve removing Candidate Michael Bonser from the Candidates’ Roll



2.  Ordination Trial for Candidate Gary McCusker


The Committee is recommending Candidate Gary McCusker to the Presbytery for examination for ordination.  

Mr. McCusker has successfully completed the Candidates Committee requirements and successfully passed the written denominational ordination exams.    As a Candidate Under Extraordinary Circumstances, he completed the Educational Requirements the General Assembly assigned to him and he has also participated in the Ordination Preparation symposiums. And has taken the EPC Polity course work under Dr. Bud Sparling and Dr. Fred Lian.


The Presbytery is to examine him regarding theology, sacraments, his faith in Christ, his calling to ministry and the nature of the office of a Minister of the Word, polity, the Reformed Tradition, the Bible, his service, ordination, spiritual journey and his exceptions to the Westminster Standards.


The Presbytery will also determine if Mr. McCusker’s exceptions to the Westminster Confession and Catechisms are allowable or not. Mr. McCusker’s Statement of Faith and written exceptions to the Westminster Confession and Catechisms can be found as Attachment # 7  to this Docket.


Mr. McCusker will have signed the requisite Ministerial Obligation Form and returned it to the Stated Clerk prior to the time of the meeting.


Mr. McCusker is being called by Parker Evangelical Presbyterian Church as an Associate Pastor.  His duties will oversee family discipleship, pastoral care, small groups, and Christian Education, as well as preaching every four to six weeks, 10-12 times a year.


Upon approval, the Presbytery will constitute an Administrative Commission to ordain and install Mr. McCusker at Parker Evangelical Presbyterian Church on February 5, 2012, presuming approval by the Presbytery.  The membership for this commission is still to be determined and will be announced at the Presbytery meeting.

Break










10:20-10:30 am

New Business 









10:30 a.m.

 (Any items of New Business must be presented in writing, along with any supporting documentation in sufficient copies for all attendees, to the Stated Clerk before the start of business on Friday, May 6, 2011, and they must not be items that are already included in the Docket.)
Important Dates for 2012


Moderator Bole

February 3-4, 2012
Stated Meeting



Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church









Englewood, CO

May 4-5, 2012

Stated Meeting



Host Church requested

June 20-23, 2012

General Assembly


1st Presbyterian Church









Baton Rouge, Louisiana

October 3-5, 2012
Pastors’ Retreat Meeting


Pastors’ Retreat









Location to be determined depending on 








October’s Host Church

October 5-6, 2012
Stated Meeting



Host church requested

Evaluation forms returned to Clerk

Appreciations to the host church





Moderator Bole

Closing prayer and adjournment





11:00 am

Attachments follow:

A.  Clerk’s response to GA Pres Review

2 pages

1.  Treasurer’s Report    



5 pages

2.  2012 Proposed Budget
comments

1 page

3.  Session Review Information


7 pages

4.  Ordination Preparation Proposal


2 pages

5.  McNeely documents



11 pages

6.  Hutton documents



6 pages

7.  McCusker documents



7 pages

Presbytery of the West

1250 S. Buckley Road

Suite I  #146

Aurora, Colorado  80017

Phone 303.873.2819

Fax 303.369.8250

revmh@q.com

January 19, 2012

Dr. Jeff Jeremiah

Office of the General Assembly

17197 N. Laurel Park Drive  Suite 567

Livonia, MI  48152-7912

Dear Dr. Jeremiah:

Please find below my responses to the Presbytery Review Committee from the 31st General Assembly.

For those exceptions listed by the Presbytery Review Committee:


1. 91-10 (p. 11-009-Ackerman), 91-14B (p. 11-013-Toth), 91-16 (p. 11-014-Teng), 91-23.3 (p. 11-017-Evans): Minutes do not list the responsibilities of these Associate Pastors.


Oversight of omission in the writing of the minutes which will be corrected in future recording language.


2.  91-14.1A (p. 11-011), 91-14.1B (p.11-011), p. 11-034: There is no record that Teaching Elders Chandler, Boisen, Farmer, and Joyce signed the required Ministerial Obligation Form (G.16-16L).


Oversight of omission, as those required forms were executed and received from the ministers by the Stated Clerk and included in their files.  Future minutes will be more careful to include receiving this Ministerial Obligation Form from candidates and ministers.


3.  91-21.4 (p. 11-016): Minutes do not list the responsibilities or term of service for TE Strunk as an assistant pastor.


Omission from the record by mistake.  Rev. Strunk is responsible for preaching, teaching, visitation, assimilation and other duties as assigned to be reviewed and renewed on an annual basis by the session of the church he is serving.


Future minutes will be more attentive to include this information about assistant pastors in the record of the Presbytery.


4.  92-15.2 (p. 11-051): Minutes do not record the term of service for TE Naylor as an assistant pastor.


See above statements.  Rev. Naylor’s term of service is reviewed annually by the session of the church he is serving.

Attachment # A pg 1 of 2

For those notations which require a response:


1. 90-12 (p 10-384-385, #3): Omission: Minutes do not specify the length of the Commissioned Pastor’s term (G.10-6E).


I assume unless otherwise stated by decision of the Presbytery that the Commissioned Pastors’ terms will be the maximum length of time, three years, renewable with the same limitations, as allowed by the Book of Government 16 10-6E.  That is why duration is not stated as the Presbytery did not restrict the maximum allowed by the constitution.


I will make note of the Review Committee’s preference to list the duration of service even if it is the maximum amount G.16-6E allows.

For those notations regarding typographical error and stylistic matters:

The Clerk will make corrections to the record of the minutes as noted by the Presbytery Review Committee’s comments.


The Presbytery will also take under consideration about having its Commissioned Pastors sign a type of “Ministerial Obligation Form” based around the vows that Commissioned Pastors are asked of them by the Presbytery.

Thank you for all of your work and ministry to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

Regards,

Rev. Marc Huebl

Stated Clerk

Presbytery of the West, EPC
Attachment # A pg 2 of 2
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Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Presbytery of the West

Treasurer’s Report for 2011

Twelve Months ending 12/31/11

Treasurer’s Narrative 

By Bob Maier, Treasurer

Many churches have provided support for the work of the Presbytery.  Those providing financial support are listed on the Profit & Loss statement.  In addition to financial support, churches and individuals have provided resources for ministry meetings and other Presbytery needs.  They have absorbed costs that would otherwise have been Presbytery expense.  The General Council is extremely grateful to all of those contributors.  

Total income for the year was 94% of budget.  Expenses were lower than projected at 87% of budget.  This created a net income from operations of $11,180 which has been transferred into the Church Development Fund.  Formation of the Presbytery of the Pacific caused a decrease in contributions during the last half of the year.  However, the decrease was not as much as previously anticipated.  

Referring to the Profit & Loss statement, expenses for the Presbytery are broken into two categories, Administrative and Missions.  Administrative expenses are the Presbytery’s operating expenses.  These costs ended the year at 101% of plan which is $916 over budget.   The Missions support ended at 68% of budget or $20,309 under budget.  This is primarily due to the Church Development Committee’s process of reorganizing as they have reported during the Presbytery meetings in 2011.

Note on the Balance Sheet that we sent a check to the Presbytery of the Pacific in the amount of $42,398.  $30,000 of that was a gift from the West to the Pacific which had been approved at a prior Presbytery meeting.  That gift was taken from our working capital reserve (called General Fund).  We must now rebuild that fund over a period of time.  We had previously estimated that it would take about three years to rebuild the fund.  As we begin the new year we have $6,599 in our General Fund.  So, it appears the estimate of three years to replenish the fund is about right.

Thanks to your generosity, the Pastor’s Benevolence Fund received $8,692 during the year.  Disbursements were $4,347.  The fund balance to begin 2012 is $7,776

If you have any questions regarding these financial statements or would like additional information, please contact me.

Robert (Bob) Maier, Treasurer

9286 Piney Creek Road

Parker, Colorado 80138

bob@tactile.com
(303) 246-7131 cell

(303) 841-0499 office

(303) 841-0498 home
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Presbytery of the West

Proposed Budget for 2012 Comments from the Treasurer

This Proposed Budget for 2012 has been reviewed and approved by the General Council. It is now being presented to the Presbytery of the West for your consideration. It will be presented to you again at our February 2012 meeting for your final approval. Please review this budget and let me know if you have questions or suggested changes.

This budget is a balanced budget, which means the projected expenses will be matched with an equal amount of contributions. Therefore we do not plan to dip into the Presbytery’s savings. The one possible exception would be for the Church Development Committee. Their Missions Budget is being reduced considerably from prior years. In spite of this we believe the amount projected for 2012 reflects their current level of activity, but we are prepared to use savings, if needed, for this important function of church planting.

In preparing this budget we gave careful consideration to the changes resulting from the formation of the Presbytery of the Pacific. Both contributions and expense have been reduced by this change.

Other key points in this proposed budget 

· There will not be a Moderator Elect in 2012.

· Church Development Committee allocations for Assessment, Training and Mentoring have been reduced to reflect the reduction in activity.

· Ministerial Committee’s budget has been increased. This is in anticipation of travel expense for
several commissions expected during 2012 for churches joining the Presbytery of the West.

· Clerk’s expense has been increased to cover an increase in travel costs.

· Treasures expense has been increased to cover an increase in payroll taxes and some travel expenses.

If you have questions or would like additional detail, please contact me by any of the ways listed below.

Robert (Bob) Maier, Treasurer

Presbytery of the West 9286 Piney Creek Road Parker, CO 80138 bob@tactile.com 

(303) 246-7131 cell (303) 841-0498 home (303) 841-0499 office (303) 841-2319 fax

Attachment 2 

Session Review Committee

2011 Year-End Report

TE Jim Bidderman, Chair


Minutes Reviewed and Complete:
Bear Creek EPC, Lakewood, CO
Cherry Creek, Engelwood, CO
Faith Presbyterian Church, Aurora, CO
Parker EPC, Parker, CO


Minutes In Process, Pending Completion:
Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch, CO
GracePoint Community Church, Littleton, CO
Covenant Community Church, Aurora, CO 


Minutes Received, Pending Review:
Greenwood Community Church, Englewood, CO  (Missing Congregational Meeting minutes.)
Littleton Christian Church, Littleton, CO


Minutes Incomplete:
Grace Community Church, Surprise, AZ  (Missing July-December Session minutes.)

Minutes Not Received:
Celebration Community Church, Denver, CO
Cornerstone Community Church, Aurora, CO
First Presbyterian of Levelland, TX
Highland Community Church, Centennial, CO

Report from Reviewer Not Available for the Following:
Canyons Community Church, Castle Rock, CO
Christ Covenant EPC, Leoti, KS
Christ Fellowship Church, Ft. Collins, CO
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Omaha, NE
Covenant Presbyterian Church of Vail, Vail, CO
Faith Evangelical Church, Loveland, CO
First Presbyterian Church of Greeley, Greeley, CO
Lookout Mountain Community Church, Golden, CO
Morningside Presbyterian Church, Phoenix, AZ
Springhill Presbyterian Church, Belgrade, MT

See Attachments for the following:
2012 Review Committee Assignments
Session Minutes Checklist
Citations from The Book of Government referenced in the Minutes Checklist
Reviewers’ Log of Minutes Received and Reviewed


Please send any 2011 minutes not yet submitted to Jim Bidderman.
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2012 Church Session Minutes to Review Committee Personnel 

We have had Session Review Committee members change in 2012.  We have also added several churches to our Presbytery and moved a number of churches to the Presbytery of the Pacific. 
To better balance the number of churches that each of the reviewers work with, some churches may now have a different person in which to send their Session minutes.  Please make sure you are sending a copy of the minutes of each Session meeting to the correct person listed below for 2012.  This may be done monthly or quarterly.  If you have not done so, please send in any outstanding 2011 minutes to your reviewer.  If you have a scanner, you may also scan your signed session minutes and email to them as an attachment.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter of session minutes review.

►Jim Bidderman:     Please mail   Or   E-mail Session minutes to:

1535 W. Thatcher Blvd. #128,  Safford, AZ 85546     928-428-8789    jimbidderman@gmail.com
Bear Creek Presbyterian Church, Lakewood, CO
 
First Presbyterian of Greeley, Greeley, CO
Celebration Community Church, Denver, CO


Grace Community Church, Surprise, AZ              Cherry Hills Community Church, Highlands Ranch, CO
GracePoint Community, Littleton,CO
Covenant Presbyterian Church of Vail, Vail, CO

Greenwood Community Church, Englewood, CO  Faith Evangelical Church, Loveland, CO  

Littleton Christian Church, Littleton, CO
Faith Presbyterian Church, Aurora, CO                

Lookout Mountain Community Church, 








Golden, CO
►Sam Searcy:     Please mail Or   E-mail Session minutes to:

6272 So. Blackhawk Ct.,   Centennial, CO 80111         303-617-6272      dcmi@ix.netcom.com
Canyons Community Church, Castle Rock, CO 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, Omaha NE  

Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church, Englewood, CO

 First Presbyterian of Levelland, Levelland, TX             Christ Covenant EPC, Leoti, KS                                                  Highline Community Church, Centennial, CO
Christ Fellowship Church, Ft. Collins, CO


Morningside Presbyterian Church, Phoenix, AZ      Cornerstone Community Church, Aurora, CO


Parker EPC, Parker, CO
Covenant Community Church, Aurora, CO


Springhill Presbyterian Church,Belgrade, MT
If you have questions, please contact your assigned reviewer directly. Thanks!

Marc Huebl, Stated Clerk    revmh@q.com    303-873-2819             
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The Book of Order of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church

The Book of Government

Citations in the Session Minutes Checklist

Presbytery of the West

Session Review Committee

§16-3: Review and Control: For orderly process of review and control, each organizational unit shall submit its minutes to the unit above. The Board of Deacons shall submit its minutes at least semi-annually to the Church Session; the Church Session shall submit its minutes to the Presbytery annually; the Presbytery shall submit its minutes to the General Assembly annually. Each court shall review the minutes submitted to it to insure that the lower body has faithfully and diligently fulfilled all duties and responsibilities assigned to each court. It may refer matters back for reconsideration, call attention to omissions, require amendment of actions out of conformity with the Constitution, or otherwise exercise proper review and control of the lower body. 
§16-980 Officers of the Church Session: The Pastor shall be the Moderator. An Associate Pastor, at the request of the Pastor and with the consent of the Church Session, may serve as Moderator for the Pastor. If there is no Pastor, the Church Session may elect one of its members to serve in that capacity. Also, Presbytery, at its discretion, may appoint a Minister of the Presbytery to serve as Moderator when a church has no Pastor. The Presbytery may authorize its Ministerial Committee to appoint, at its discretion with concurrence of the Church Session, a Minister of Presbytery to serve as Interim Moderator of the Church Session until such time as the Presbytery can act in the matter. The Pastor(s) elected by the particular church is a full member of the Church Session and has the privilege of voting. If the Pastor wishes to make motions or otherwise participate in debate, some other member of the Church Session should serve as Temporary Moderator. In addition to the Moderator, each Church Session shall elect a Clerk. 
§16-13:  Minutes: A careful record of the proceedings of the court shall be kept by the Clerk. When the Church Session has approved the minutes, they shall be signed by the Clerk and the Moderator. The Clerk shall submit the minutes to the Presbytery annually. The Clerk shall be careful to record deaths, births, adoptions, baptisms, marriages, reception of members, transfers to the inactive roll, dismissals, and other records required regarding members. 
§16-11: Meetings: The Church Session shall meet at least quarterly. It shall meet at the call of the Moderator or when ordered to convene by the Presbytery. When one-fourth of the members make a request in writing for a meeting, the Moderator shall immediately call a meeting. The purpose of the meeting shall be clearly stated. No business other than that stated in the call may be transacted. In the absence of the Pastor, the Church Session may not meet except in the case of an emergency. In that event, two Ruling Elders must convene the Church Session and no business may be transacted other than that which precipitated the emergency. 
§16-10 Duties:  In maintaining the spiritual supervision of the particular church, the Church Session has the following duties and powers: 
§16-10 I:  To oversee the work of the Board of Deacons and to review its minutes at least semi- annually unless otherwise provided for by the Church Session. It is also desirable for the Church Session to call a joint meeting at least semi-annually to discuss matters of common interest, although each body must act separately on matters under its charge. 
§16-10 G: To determine the budget of the church and the benevolence objectives of the congregation. 

§16-10 O:  To overture Presbytery on matters it believes vital or helpful to the whole Church, and to observe and carry out the injunctions and instructions of the higher courts. The Church Session shall elect representatives to Presbytery and shall hear a subsequent report on that court. 
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§16-10 J: To fulfill the obligations to those elected to the office of Ruling Elder or Deacon as set forth in Sections 12-3, 13-8, 9 and 10. 

§16-10 D: To receive members in accordance with Sections 9-2.A, 9-2.B and 9-2.C.

§16-10 F81: To dismiss, restore, grant affiliation, or remove members in accordance with Sections 9-4, 9-5, 9-6 and 9-7. 
§16-13:  Minutes: A careful record of the proceedings of the court shall be kept by the Clerk. When the Church Session has approved the minutes, they shall be signed by the Clerk and the Moderator. The Clerk shall submit the minutes to the Presbytery annually. The Clerk shall be careful to record deaths, births, adoptions, baptisms, marriages, reception of members, transfers to the inactive roll, dismissals, and other records required regarding members. 
§9-828:  Each year the Church Session shall review its four rolls, ordinarily at a meeting in February. It shall review its ministry to those on each roll, giving special care to examine its ministry to those on the baptized members roll, and its continuing efforts to restore to active participation those on the inactive roll. 
§8-1:  Meetings of the congregation of a particular church shall follow the procedures set forth below:
§8-1 F Clerk for the meeting: The Clerk of the Session shall ordinarily serve as Clerk for the congregational meetings. In the absence of the Clerk, the Moderator shall appoint a temporary Clerk. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a record of the proceedings and business transacted. Such records shall be kept in a permanent form. After approval by the moderator of the meeting, the record shall be transmitted to the Church Session for insertion in the minutes of that body. 
Presbytery of the West 
Session Review Committee
January 2012
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Ordination Preparation Commission Proposal

Chair: TE Sharon Beekmann
The POW Ordination Preparation Commission proposes that the Commission become a Director position. The Directorship will have a three-year renewable term. The position, called Director of Discovery, will function as a Presbytery staff position under the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of the West (POW) and will serve on the POW General Council. The Director and a team of Elders will organize and conduct Discovery Workshops.  

Duties of the Director and Team
The Director and Elders will design, administrate, implement, and evaluate Discovery Workshops described below. Workshops will be conducted on an as-needed basis and timely manner for the POW. The Director and Elders will orient and train a team of facilitators from the Presbytery and be available to assist in the establishment of workshops in other EPC presbyteries. The Director will tailor the content and design of the Workshops to participants’ needs and situations. 

Discovery Workshops

Discovery Workshops introduce and prepare Ruling Elders, ministers transferring ordination, and ordinates to the beliefs, expectations, government, and ethos of the EPC. The workshops support the work of and provide feedback to the Ministerial Committee and Care of Candidates Committee. Discovery Workshops cover EPC polity and Westminster Standards with emphasis on EPC Essentials and Reformed theology. Candidates and ministers have the opportunity to participate in mock examination trials. Candidates, ministers, and Ruling Elders attend free of charge, except for possible travel and lodging expenses. The workshops last two or three days. 

Requirements for Reformed Ministers Transferring Ordination
Reformed ministers transferring their ordination to the POW read the Book of Order, Westminster Standards, and EPC Leadership Training Guide. They review the distinctives of Reformed theology and submit written exceptions to the Standards. If they desire more information on Reformed theology, the RTS lectures on iTunes are available. 
Requirements for Non-Reformed Ministers and Candidates for Ordination
Discovery Workshops are required for (a) candidates seeking EPC ordination, (b) all pastors transferring ordination from non-Reformed denominations, and (c) those referred by Care of Candidates Committee (CoCC) and Ministerial Committee (MinCom).  

1. POW requires ministers to take a Reformed theology seminary course. If they have not fulfilled this requirement, they can take for credit or audit:  

1. An online course at Reformed Theological Seminary at http://itunes.rts.edu/. Click to Launch RTS on iTunes U. On the right, scroll down to RTS Virtual Courses and click on Systematic Theology. Then click on Introduction to Pastoral and Theological Studies and listen to the lectures by Dr. Derek Thomas. The download is free and no RTS registration is required. 
2. An accredited seminary, as approved by CoCC and MinCom.
2. Workshop participants are expected to read the EPC Book of Order and Westminster Standards. They submit written exceptions to the Standards.
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3. Participants write a five page, double-spaced paper on the different theological perspectives of one of the Sacraments and include a summary of the EPC’s perspective.

4. Participants write a five page, double-spaced paper that is an overview of the distinctives of the Reformed Faith. 

Requirements for Ruling Elders
Ruling Elders read the Leadership Training Guide, the Book of Order, and Westminster Standards.
Role of Facilitator

The facilitator serves as a shepherd-leader, who is grounded, nurtured and protected by the Good Shepherd.  The facilitator leads the flock:   

1. By creating a climate and structure as one leading among equals in the love of Jesus Christ with an attitude of humility, gentleness, and patience.    
2. By encouraging participants to talk about themselves; to ask questions; to share information, opinions, and concerns; and to apply the content to ministry situations.   
3. By promoting a collegial environment in which to discuss doctrinal issues.  
4. By establishing boundaries for what is and is not discussed, clarifying issues, and sharing information as appropriate.

Budget: Current budget is $4000. The Directorship is a non-paid position.
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CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT OF FAITH (Part 1)

CANDIDATE'S NAME        Richard I. McNeely                                              

DATE: 16 Jan 2012

1   The Bible (Bibliology)

The Bible is the written Word of God.  It is inspired (2 Tim  3:16), written by men who were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:21).  The doctrine of inspiration holds that God so directed the human writers, that without destroying their personalities, personal interests, or literary style, God's revelation to humankind was recorded in the exact words of the original manuscripts. God's Word is inerrant and infallible and the only infallible guide to doctrine and practice.  The Canon comprises 66 books, written over a period of 1800 years, written by over 40 human authors with the revelation of the One who was to come, the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.   God the Father (Theology Proper)

When the Scriptures speak of God, it may be a reference to the Triune Godhead:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  or it may be a reference to the Father only.  In our contemporary society it is imperative that the term “God” be defined.  A simple definition is in Q4 of the WSC:  “What is God?”  Answer: “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.”  He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and is its Sustainer.  In a sense, God is “wholly Other” and yet he indwells his people.   

God is also a trinity   The distinction to be made is between the concept of personhood and essence.  God is triune in persons but ONE in essence.  All three persons are of one substance and equal in power and glory.  The three are to be “worshiped and glorified” (Nicene Creed).
Jesus referred to the first member of the Godhead as “Father” (The Lord's Prayer from Matthew and Luke); the Upper Room Discourse (John 13 – 16).  The relationship of God the Father to us is declared in the use of the term Abba (“Poppa”; Rom 8:15).  The doctrine of God as our “Father” is a New Testament doctrine. Only the book of Acts and 3 John lack such references.
3.   Jesus Christ (Christology) 

Christology is the doctrine of Christ's person as distinguished from His works (doctrine of salvation).  I believe that the Scriptures teach that He is God.  The prologue to John's Gospel is  clear reference to His eternality and His deity.  John records statements from Jesus which support the doctrine of His deity (John 10:30; 8:53 -59).  Paul’s declaration in Phil 2:5-11 clearly identifies Him as the God-man.

The most important event in the ministry of our Lord is the Incarnation, the eternal Son of God taking on humanity.  The incarnation was the basis of Anselm’s Cur Deus Homo? (Why the God-man?).  I believe that he was fully human as well as fully God.  He was sinless.  

He was a participant in the work of Creation and continues as its Sustainer (Col 1:16).  His coming was 
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prophesied in the Old Testament.  In fact, our Lord, on the first Easter, referred to those Scriptures as He 
walked with the two disciples to Emmaus, then to those fearful disciples in Jerusalem.  His entrance into 
our world came as a miracle of the virgin birth.  As the Creed states:  “He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.” 

He came announcing that the Kingdom of God was nigh and that his hearers needed to “Repent” (change their thinking and life-style) and “follow him”.  He is the only one through whom mankind can find salvation.   
4,   The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)

The Holy Spirit is the third member of the trinity.  The present ministries of the Holy Spirit are conviction of sin, righteousness and judgment, (John 16:8-11) and  glorification of Jesus Christ (John 16:14).  Both Testaments speak of the work of the Spirit to empower, cleanse, reveal, and to bring unity.

5.   Mankind (Anthropology)
Mankind was specially created by God, male and female; the first humans were created, not evolved.  Mankind was created in the image of God.  Placed in an ideal milieu, he nevertheless chose to partake of the fruit of a tree that God had placed out of bounds. God allowed Satan to enter the garden and to tempt Adam and Eve.   Adam’s transgression affected all mankind, resulting in mankind being described as “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph 2:1) and   “futile in their thinking” and “their foolish hearts were darkened” (Rom 1:21).  The human condition was hopeless; by his disobedience, man offended God and in some way the offense had to be forgiven.  Romans 5:6-10 describes the human condition as “weak”, “ungodly”, “sinful” and “enemies of God.”  

6,   Sin (Hamartiology) 

Sin is defined as “any want of conformity unto, or transgression of the law of God”’ (WSC Q14).   The term has the connotation of shooting at a target and missing it.  In the five points of Calvinism,  this is point 1, Total depravity.   It is not declaring that mankind is as bad as anyone could be but that all mankind is as “bad off”  as  one could be.  One theologian said “If sin were blue, then all mankind would be some shade of blue all over.”  Sin is universal; the only sinless person ever to appear was Jesus Christ.  John speaks of “a sin unto death”, and the Synoptics include “the unforgiveable sin.”

7    Salvation  (Soteriology)
A key to the Reformed doctrine of salvation is the overarching belief that above all, God is Sovereign which means the He orders all things according to the counsel of His own will.  The “Five Points of Calvinism” provide an explanation of the salvation which God offers.   Scripture implies that a covenant was made by the triune Godhead.  Called the Covenant of Redemption, it is an agreement that the Father would give the Son a people for whom he would make an offering for sin.  The very point that Anselm articulated was the necessity of One who could forgive sin but who also could pay the price of offense to 
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the heavenly Judge.  As fully human, Jesus Christ was qualified to represent mankind.   But being also God, forgiveness was the effect of his death and given an “Amen” by the Father in raising him from the dead.   The death of our Lord was an atonement for sin.  It was a penal substitutionary act.  There are three principal components to salvation; Justification, Sanctification and Glorification.
The Holy Spirit is the One who applies the work of the Son to those chosen by God before the foundations of the earth, whereby we become identified with our Lord  in His death, burial, resurrection and appearances (Rom 6:1-4; cf   1 Cor 15:3-8).

8.   Satan  
Satan is the archenemy of God, mankind and all of creation.   “Satan” is his name and means “Deceiver.” Many have believed him to be the highest ranking angel in God’s host.  He is a creature.  He is a master counterfeiter, one who can appear as an angel of light.   He rebelled against God and tempted our first parents who failed.  But his charisma did not work in the case of our Lord.  By the victory of Christ’s death and resurrection, Satan knows that his doom is certain.   The tempter of Adam and Eve as well as Jesus was defeated at the cross and his penalty eventually will be carried out in the great judgment to come.  

(2)
9.    Angels and Demons

Angels are created beings whose work is primarily  to carry out God’s ministry.  They are called “ministering spirits” (Psa 104:4).  They worship God.  As “spirit-beings”, they may not be visible or they may be visible to some and not to others.  Included with angels are three other kinds of heavenly creatures:  Cherubim, Seraphim and the “Living Creatures” (Rev 4:8-10).  The angels, Gabriel and Michael have special duties.  Michael is the only angel designated an “archangel”).  In the Old Testament there is a special angel who is called “the angel of the Lord”.  There is some evidence that this angel is a theophany of the Son of God in pre-incarnate ministry.

Demons are fallen angels whose leader is Satan.  Many believe that they were expelled from heaven at the time Satan led a revolt.  Demons are a source of much suffering by people possessed by them.  They ran into direct controversy with Jesus Christ as he was involved with exorcisms.  The demons recognized Him as the Son of God.  I believe that genuine believers cannot be possessed by a demon/ demons, but they may be influenced by them. 

10.  The Church  (Ecclesiology)
The Church is composed of all people in all of time who have been chosen by God (elected) to salvation.  Luther and Calvin both spoke of the “visible” and “the invisible church”.  The visible church is the church as it appears in our time.  The invisible church is the Church God sees.  Jesus Christ is the founder of the Church. He purchased the Church with His own blood.   Our Lord instituted two sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The purpose of the Church is stated in Matt 28:18-20.  There are five “marks” of the Church: (1) The preaching of the Word of God; (2) The Right Administration of the Sacraments; (3) The Administration of Discipline; (4) Prayer; and (5) Worship.  There were two
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 offices established in the apostolic church.  As the church grew numerically, the apostles could no longer meet the expectancies of the needy and they instructed the believers to choose seven men.  This seems to be the origin of the office of deacon.  As the church expanded geographically, and the apostles could not be in contact with these congregations,  the apostles appointed leaders who were called  ”elders” presbuteroi) or “bishops” (episcopoi) who were either “ruling elders” whose work was the oversight of the church and/or teaching elders who were mainly responsible for the spiritual development of the congregation.
11.  The Spiritual Life of the Believer

God’s purpose for us is that we might become “conformed” to the image of His Son (Rom 8:29).  To bring this about, God has provided the Holy Spirit to take up residence in us.  Paul expressed a number of illustrations of what a spiritual life would look like. For example, he describes    himself like a pregnant person going through the pain of giving birth “until Christ is formed in you” (Gal 4:19).   The imperatives related to Christian living are abundant in the New Testament:  “Walk by the Spirit”; “Be filled with the Spirit”.  Partaking of the Sacraments as well as engaging with the Word as it is being preached are important to one’s growth as a believer.   Prayers of confession, intercession, praise, and thanksgiving are also a part of the disciplines of our growth.
12.  Future Things (Eschatology)
Jesus promised to return.  Angelic beings also announced, “This same Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). All evangelicals agree on what will finally take place after Christ returns:  judgment of unbelievers, and a new heaven and a new earth in which believers will be in constant fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  
His return will be personal and visible.  There are a number of passages which indicate that a large contingent of Jews will become believers as they see Him returning in glory.  His return will be sudden 
(3)

and it is imminent.   There are signs which Jesus mentioned would precede His coming.  The purpose of 

the signs is to elevate the expectancy of His return.  That there are varied viewpoints relating to eschatology should caution the people of God not to use this doctrine as a test of orthodoxy except in the nature of his return.

13.  Evangelism
Some have begged off from talking to people about a relation to Christ, citing their belief that since they do not have the gift of evangelism, they are exempt.  A missionary to the Muslims in the late 19th and early 20th centuries said,  “If your faith is not true, you  ought to change it;  if it is true, you are bound to  propagate it.”  The Great Commission is not a suggestion;  it is a command.   We are co-workers with God—His ambassadors (2 Cor 5).   The Young Life organization has worked with the premise that we earn the right to talk to people about Christ.  In other words, this means that effective evangelism comes about through friendship.  When we do evangelize, it is not using trite phrases such as “Believe  in Jesus” or “God loves you”.  The declaration of the Gospel is 1 Cor 15:3 -9).    The Gospel is always centered in the Cross.  
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14.  Spiritual Gifts

Special gifts were given to individuals in the church which were to be used for “the common good.”  These are not natural talents, but are all for the building up of the church.  The principal passages which relate to the subject are 1 Corinthians 12 -14;  Romans 12:3-8;  Ephesians 4:11-16 and 1 Peter 4:10-11.  The Bible teaches that the Triune God is involved in the bestowal of the gifts.  Some of the gifts were probably temporary while others continue.  The biblical instruction for the gift of tongues is presented in1 Corinthians 14:26-28.  
STATEMENT OF FAITH (Part 2)
NAME: Richard I. McNeely 







DATE: 16 Jan 2012
1.    State in your own words your view of the Scriptures and the place the Scriptures will have in your ministry.
I was raised in the Grace Brethren denomination. The motto of our church was “the Bible, the whole Bible and nothing but the Bible.” That was a bit simplified, and it wasn't true either. The church's eschatological position was Dispensational Premillennial backed up by the notes in the Schofield Bible. However, there was planted in my mind the importance of Scripture and its revelation of God.
I have always held to the Literal Verbal Plenary view of inspiration and have held that the emphasis in my ministry would be the exposition of the Word. By “literal” I mean the normative interpretation which recognizes the literary genre. The Scriptures lead us to salvation but continues to be our guide in “teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16).

I believe that the best legacy which a pastor can leave with a congregation is a knowledge of the Scriptures and a desire to integrate them into one's behavior.
2.    What distinctions of the Reformed faith appeal to you?

The first thing that comes to mind is the emphasis on the Sovereignty of God. From a practical side, it is a wonderful thing to be assured that God is in control, that every circumstance of life has been foreordained. God is in control.
A second distinction is the emphasis on Scripture. The first mark of a “true church' is the right administration of the Word of God.
The doctrine of grace in a Calvinistic soteriology.
The polity of the denomination: church government begins at the Session level.
3.     What/Who is the Holy Spirit and how important is His ministry?
The Holy Spirit is a person and is the third member of the Trinity and is to be worshiped as are the 
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Father and the Son . The Spirit of God is our source of power in the proclamation of the Gospel as well as in our obedience to God's commandments. In the Scriptures the Spirit is often the source of special empowerment, a teacher, the restrainer of sin, and the agent of the new birth. Spiritual gifts are activated through Him. Often He is empowering believers for special tasks such as special power in a defense of the faith. He is our Helper (parakletos). Jesus told the apostles that the Spirit was taking His place. It is the Spirit who gives an assurance of salvation.  It is through the Spirit’s indwelling, believers are joined to Christ and also to the Father.   Without the ministry of the Holy Spirit, no one would become a believer.

4.   What is your position on women in leadership roles in the church?
This is a question about which I am ambiguous.  Scripture seems to be clear that a woman is not permitted to teach or to have authority over a man.  The context of 1 Timothy is Paul giving instruction to Timothy as he assumes pastoral duties in Ephesus.  The prohibition is based on the disobedience of our first parents in the Garden of Eden, NOT on some cultural taboo.

There are some prominent women mentioned in the New Testament.  Lydia in Philippi, Pricilla who 

instructed Apollos, Dorcas (Tabitha), restored to life by Peter, and Phoebe, a servant (diakonon), a deacon?

As a pastor, I would not hesitate to have a qualified woman on my staff, and I wouldn’t quibble about whether or not she was ordained.  However, I would not serve on the staff of a woman senior pastor.

It is clear that there have been some remarkable women serving the Lord, and that is still true.  However, if I peruse the Scriptures I find no women appointed as apostles, nor is there any instruction given for women leaders as there is for men in leadership roles.  I know of no text which would authorize women as pastors, whereas the passages in 1 Timothy 2:12  and 1 Corinthians 14:25 seem to be more than suggestions but are prohibitions.
5.    What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of the Presbyterian form of government?

Strengths:

· It seems to be the closest form of government portrayed in Scripture.

· In theory, it offers a system of checks and balances as regards the business of the church.

· It offers a procedure in discipline which protects all parties throughout the investigation and the resolution of the problem.

· It requires mutual appreciation from the leadership to the congregation, listening to their problem and assisting its resolution.  Likewise there must be mutual respect toward the leadership by the congregation.

· Avoidance of many difficulties makes it imperative to keep the church informed.



Weaknesses:

· The leadership is made up of sinners and not all leaders have their faith wired.
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· People in the congregation often feel that they don’t know what is happening –that the leadership is proceeding in its own way not asking for input.

· A strong pastor could virtually create an oligarchy by insisting that his/her vision be done.
· On the other hand, power struggles may occur among the leaders, and these usually result in turmoil if allowed to fester.
6.    Explain in your own words your philosophy of ministry

I begin with personal goals and these include; prayer, the study of the Word, thinking about being conformed to the image of God’s Son, recognizing my weaknesses, recognizing the need of the Holy Spirit’s empowering to bring every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.  One of the instructions given by Peter to elders is that they are to be “examples to the flock.”  The Greek could also be translated as “examples of the flock”, that is “to be a model sheep.”

My goal for the congregation is that I may minister in such a way as to be working myself out of a job. By that I mean that I view my responsibilities include the ministry of the Word.  My method is Bible exposition—dealing with the text, placing it in context and look for “the big idea” as Haddon Robinson calls it. What then is the application to the hearer. On the flip side, I enjoy training people for the work of ministry.  I may hold special classes or often it is more informal.  I try to discover what gift/gifts the person has.   Recognizing that people have natural abilities as well as spiritual gifts, I encourage people to seek out ways to use their gift as well as their talents for the glory of God.

7.     Describe your approach personally and as a pastor in a local church to evangelism.
It is difficult to approach people ‘cold turkey” to present the Gospel.  Evangelism  in apostolic times seemed to be associated with  worship at the Temple and in the synagogues. There was a readiness on the part of the apostles to respond to questions or to events such as the healing which took place at the gate called “Beautiful”.

 I agree with Jim Rayburn, the founder of Young Life, that we earn the right to present the Gospel. 

 In my own approach, I try to get them to define the word “God”. Generally the answer given is so nebulous that what some have termed “pre-evangelism” or an explanation such as given by the Apostle on Mars Hill (Acts 17:16-34). Contrary to some commentators, my approach to the Mars Hill event is not to be condemned but is a legitimate approach in evangelism.
One of my seminary professors said often, “Men, when you preach, give people something to believe.” Sometimes there is a need to answer questions (many of which are smoke screens) regarding some issue in society, politics, religion, etc.  Reading some apologetic is helpful when talking to some folks while others seem ready to receive the Gospel message.

In presenting the Gospel, its  propositional nature must be presented.  Sometimes referred to as the kerygma, there are four truths which make up the gospel:
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· Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

· He was buried,

· He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scripture, and

· He appeared.





(1 Cor 15:33-8)

It is important that the unbeliever recognize that he/she is a sinner.  Without that admission, the work of Christ on the cross is meaningless.  In the church, training in evangelism is important not only for a methodology but hopefully to become motivated by the “lostness” in the world today.  One of the most important things to motivate people is to give a biblical basis for all that we do.  Questions such as, “Do you believe in Jesus?” or “Do you believe in God?” is not doing evangelism.  Our message must be anchored to the Cross.

8.   As you reflect on your life, explain your sense of call to ministry.

The story which relates to my ministry provides (for me at least) a lesson on the sovereignty of God and His providential working in my life.

In Goodland, KS, my birthplace, the two larger Protestant churches were the Christian Church and the Methodist Church.  My grandparents and my parents opted for the Christian Church and we were regular in our attendance there.  So, the first step for God’s will was my regular attendance to church.

To escape the Dust Bowl, my parents moved the family to Southern California.  After  a few months in San Diego, my father was transferred to Long Beach.  Because of a dead battery, we could not get to the Christian  Church.  So my parents took us on  a short walk from our house to the First Brethren Church which my brother and I both liked.  It was in that church that I learned  the Bible stories.   After school once a week, I attended  a Child Evangelism class.  I was a charter member of the RFBC, THE Regular Fellows Bible Club.  The club was started by Dawson Trotman who later founded The Navigators.  The emphasis in the club was the memorization of Scripture. 

While in high school, I taught a fourth grade boy’s Sunday School class. I discovered that the class members were more interested in the practice of my faith.  But they did get the lesson.

One Sunday morning as I passed the office of our Youth  Pastor, the door opened and I was grabbed by an arm and pulled into his study.  He asked, “Dick, what are you planning to do with your life?  I don’t remember my answer, but the YP then asked, “Have you ever thought about ‘full time’  Christian service?”

It was off for college and in my third year, Charles Ryrie began his teaching career.  He became a mentor to a number of  us and we often went to his residence and talked about theology and the  Christian life.   At this time, I had been hired as Youth Pastor at First Baptist Church in Ventura, CA.  my principal responsibility was with the high school youth.  I had learned so much theology from Dr. Ryrie that I shared what I was learning and the class began to grow.
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Ryrie’’s influence brought a change of direction for me.  I had entered college with the desire to be a music major with a goal of conducting.  I did direct choirs in my final two years of college.  I entered Dallas Seminary with a goal of teaching.  By this time, a sizable number of people had expressed their view that I had a gift of teaching.

During my first stint at DTS, I directed a church choir, the seminary choir as well as taught a men’s Sunday School class.  Occasionally I was asked to preach, and it became apparent to me through other’s observations that the Lord was moving me in that direction  I had been contacted by an administrator at Grace Theological Seminary about teaching there, but with the prerequisite  that I had to have some pastoral experience.   I returned to my home church as Assistant Pastor—(Youth).  I taught the high school class on Sunday mornings but also conducted classes inn home Bible studies and also taught some Bible courses in the Christian school associated with the church.  I was asked to preach often, and for my last two years, I directed three choirs and worked with the pastor in planning worship.

I heard nothing more from Grace at that time and I returned to DTS as a doctoral student.  I resumed teaching in the same church in which I had ministered from 1950-54. I was invited to direct the choir at Schofield Memorial Church and again, I was asked to direct the seminary choir.  Having finished my the required residence work, I was looking for a place to teach and I was invited to join the faculty of Midwest Bible College in St. Louis My main responsibility was the music program but also  included some Bible and theology plus World History and English Lit.  I had hoped to find time to work on my dissertation, but the college had assigned a 19 semester hour schedule which took all of my time.  

We returned to California for the summer and I began some serious study on my dissertation.  In the middle of the summer, I was contacted by the college and asked to relinquish my World History and English Lit courses and instead to teach Philosophy and Introduction to Psychology.   I answered that I could not comply and was told, “We’ll find someone else to hire in your place.”  What a summer.  No job.  Too many interruptions.  But God is faithful.  I was contacted by Biola College to interview for a teaching position there, and in the Fall of 1960 I began teaching a 14 hour load.  I taught Old Testament Survey to the entire Freshman Class and  Survey of the New Testament to the Sophomore Class.  My other teaching duties were Beginning and Intermediate Greek.  At a reunion of the classes of the 60s, which took place in July 2008, I was honored to have been chosen Professor the Decade (60s)

I began my pastoral ministry at Springhill Presbyterian Church in January 1992. My ministry was that of a pastor-teacher.  I apologize for the length of the answer, but I trust you will tolerate such a one as ‘Richard the elder.’  

9. Elaborate on your convictions about personal accountability in your life and in the lives of Christians to

   whom you might minister.

(4)

The Bible speaks plainly about the accountability of God’s ministers.  First and foremost, there is the personal accountability of the pastor to the Lord.  Paul, using the metaphor of a race and the need for self-control and discipline lest he be disqualified.   The need for our continuous fellowship with the Lord through the meditation on His Word and prayer results in a greater love for the Savior and that is the love 
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that is expressed to a  congregation.  I wasn’t too long in my pastorate at Springhill and one Sunday morning as I looked out on the people, the thought came to me that I really loved these people;  so, I told them so.  Peter (1 Peter 5:2-3), speaks of the accountability to the people as “shepherding: (pastoring).   There are three prerequisites: 1.  It  is not your flock; it is God’s; 2.  You are an under-shepherd.  Know who you are working for; 3.  It is limited to authority:  it is those “among you.”  The epistles abound with instructions to leaders and to the people.

The congregation has to be accountable as well.  How is it learned?  By watching the pastor and the other leaders in the church.   But this is not to b e a case of pretending.  Thee are times when it is necessary for confessing to one another.  Even pastors must be vulnerable and admit their struggles.

FROM:   Richard I. McNeely

TO:
Dr. Jim Coleman

SUBJ:
Exception to the Westminster Confession of Faith


I  have one section of the Westminster Confession of Faith for which I request an exception.  I have had a deep appreciation for the document, but having come from human minds, there are bound to be some  theological disagreements.


The text I used is an appendage to Spirit of the Reformation Study Bible. Grand Rapids:   Zondervan.  2003.  I also consulted Williamson, G.I . The Westminster Confession of Faith: For Study Classes.  .Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co.  Philadelphia:1964.  The issue has to do with the question of the Sabbath.  The statements under question are found in Chap XXI:  Of Religious Worship and the Sabbath Day.  The chapter has eight sections.  Sections 1 – 6  outline the biblical basis and elements of worship.  I have no problems with those; they present elements of worship which are clearly biblical. 

Sections 7 and 8 are devoted to the observance of the Sabbath. I believe that it is some statements in these sections  which, to me,  are questionable.  All quotations from the WCF are in italics.

1. The  first point of section 7 claims that the commandment to keep the Sabbath was binding all men in all ages  to keep the Sabbath.

That God rested on the seventh day of the week of creation is clear.  What is not clear is that there was a required observance as a perpetual commandment.  Williamson declares that the commandment was revealed by general revelation.  He cites Gen 2:2-3 as the biblical support for the institution of the Sabbath for humankind.  In fact there is no clear record of Sabbath observance or binding.  The word Sabbath does not appear again in Genesis.

I also question the use of the word binding. It is interesting that this subject in the WCF follows the discussion of Christian liberty.  

Too, it seems to me that the argument is questionable in that it is an argument from silence,                                         and  also,  the importance ascribed to the seventh day is not mentioned again until the giving of 
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the Law at Sinai.   Certainly one cannot imagine the pre-diluvial  world even worrying about keeping the Sabbath—yet that is not specified as a reason for their destruction.

2. The second observation relates to the statement, .. . from the resurrection of Christ, [the seventh Day ] was changed into the first day of the week.It  is clear that the Corinthian church met on the first day of the week, but there is  no directive from the  apostles that this would be their SOP (Standard Operating  Procedure).  Furthermore, the title Christian Sabbath is found nowhere in the Scriptures. 

3. In section 8, the discussion turns to the regulations for the Sabbath observance.  The list for the restfulness of the day is spelled out as “a holy resting all the day.”  Williamson believes that the Sabbath should be a day sans television, newspaper, etc. and insists that it is to be on the first day.  Four observations:



a. Paul deals with this kind of problem in Romans 14 1-13.  He relegates it to the secondary issues or the adiaphora: the realm of non-essentials   The Scripture instructs, In the case of some who elevate the importance of one day over another, the Apostle doesn’t say “Just live with it.” Emphasizing the freedom we have in Christ, he says, “Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.
b. The application of these regulatory items could easily lead to Legalism.
c. The second passage is  in Colossians 2:16 ff:  Paul has just talked about the salvation the Colossian believers had experienced: . . canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.  This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to an open shame (WOW).  So, what do we get out  of this?  A new boldness in Christ which enables us to . . . let no one now pass judgment on you. . . with  respect to a festival, or a new moon, or a Sabbath.

d.  In the controversy about  Gentile conversion and the Law (Acts 15), keeping the Sabbath is not included in the list of their regulations for Christian living.  The      first instructions to the apostolic church were found in the epistles—yet there is scarcely a reference to the Sabbath.
In closing, I do not wish to denigrate the Sabbath.   I believe that a pastor has to take time to worship, contemplate and pray in a place where there no distractions.
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CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT OF FAITH (Part 1)

CANDIDATE’S NAME: Mark Anthony Hutton DATE: Sunday, December 11, 2011

Please attach a typed statement of your own beliefs in your own words about the following:

1. The Bible (Bibliology)

I consider myself to be blessed beyond belief that my calling allows, demands, that I spend time studying God’s Word in order that I may effectively and faithfully shepherd. I hold that the 66 books of the Bible are God-Breathed and teach, with authority, what man is to believe concerning God and what God requires of man. It is complete in its revelation, final in its content, and the inerrant and infallible gift from God.

2. God the Father (theology proper)

First, I would say that I hold to the WCF concerning God. I do believe that there is only one God– living and true, infinite in being and perfection. That He is Spirit, infinite, immutable, immense, and eternal. I believe that God is knowable, not by extension of our reason but by the extension of His mercy and revealing of Himself to us. He has revealed Himself as one true and living God in three Persons (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). He is unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. The Bible is to be our one true guide in understanding our God. But, I would also say that I am so grateful that 1 John 4:8 (God is love) teaches about God’s character, nature, and being. I do believe that the WCF states it truthfully and yet I must confess that I find the notion of God is love cause for greater hope and joy than the fact that He is Spirit,

infinite, etc. So, I can say without hesitation that the scriptures teach me what I need to know about God and I work to keep my focal point on the fact that God moves and acts out of love –always. That guides my understanding of who God is as well as what He is calling me to do. At the same time, it is difficult to understand, fully, God’s deep, abiding, immeasurable, all consuming love for sinners like me.

3. Jesus Christ (Christology)

Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, is the sole Mediator between God and man, the Son of God – Savior of Sinners. I believe that Jesus is the only hope for salvation and that by grace, through faith in Him alone. I believe, as the creed states, that He was born of a virgin, suffered under Pontius Pilot, was crucified, died and was buried, that He descended into Hell and on the third day He rose from the grave. I believe that He is seated at the right hand of God and that He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe that He intercedes for those who belong to Him – that His blood covers my shame and sin. By his life and substitutionary death on the cross, and resurrection Christ provides the sole salvation for sinners who place their personal faith in Him. He is the fulfillment of the Biblical offices of prophet, priest, and king. He is fully God and

fully man.  I am drawn to Jesus. There are times in my life that I can sense a sort of “dry-bones” spiritual lethargy. It is usually because I have not pursued Christ – having been drawn away by the busyness of ministry. I believe my first duty, as a pastor, is to look to Jesus to shepherd my heart and soul. I find that if I return to a study of the Gospels my heart is restored.

4. The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead, of the same substance as the Father and Son and equal in power and glory. He eternally proceeds from the Father and the Son. His work consists of creation; the writing and inspiration of Scripture; His role in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus; the effectual calling of God’s elect by convicting them of sin, drawing to a faith in Christ, indwelling, sealing, and persevering them till the last day; maturing believers; giving of the gifts, and being the One Christ sent for His Church after His ascension.

5. Mankind (Anthropology)
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I believe God created human beings – an historical Adam and Eve. I believe that we are totally depraved due to the fall – as taught in Genesis 3. Humanities greatest need is to be in a right relationship with God, with each other, with ourselves, and with creation. This can only be accomplished by Christ’s work on our behalf.

6. Sin (Hamartiology)

Sin, as the WCF states, is a transgression of God’s law – anything contrary to the law of God. All human beings are born into sin – due to the fall. The penalty of sin is death. We are fully responsible for our sin – and we are by nature sinners. And yet, by the indwelling of God’s Spirit, those in Christ are being made new. As the Spirit works the desire for sin and the power to turn from it grows. While the sin-nature does not fully go away until we are fully with Christ, the light shines in the darkness of our hearts revealing the work that Christ is doing and will continue to do.

7. Salvation (Soteriology)

This is a gift from God – an act of His wonderful, marvelous grace. Salvation only comes by grace, through faith in Christ alone. The Holy Spirit begins this work in the hearts of human beings. God in His mercy has extended salvation and it can only be obtained through Christ – not by any merits or works done by us.

8. Satan

The scriptures are very clear about the fact that God’s people have a very real enemy in Satan. He first appears in Genesis as a deceiver – and played a part in the fall. He is the father of lies and the prince of this world. I believe, fully and wholly, that He comes to “kill, steal and destroy.” Satan is a usurper – and one who thought he was God’s equal. He is not. God has neither equal nor opposite. Christ has given us the power to resist Satan and to overcome him.

9. Angels and Demons

I do believe, as the scriptures teach, that angels and demons are literal and still very much at work. I do not fully understand much beyond that in regards to their role in the life of a believer. I must admit that I need to study more here.

10. The Church (Ecclesiology)

This is the Bride of Christ – the Body of Christ – Christ’s Kingdom on earth. God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 was to His chosen people; it is a promise which extends through His church today. The True (invisible) Church is spiritual in nature, a peculiar people, a community, and aliens in this world. The church is called to bear witness to the gospel, to make disciples, to move in mercy toward those beyond our doors, to gather for worship, to love one another, and to live out of God’s mission of shalom in and to the world.

11. The Spiritual Life of the Believer

This, I think, is where the work of the Holy Spirit is most tangible. How this is worked out is in the desire to live in such as way as to please God. The process of sanctification is just that – a process where by the work of the Holy Spirit we are enabled more and more to die to sin and live to righteousness. It flows from justification, is an act of God’s free grace, and only reaches its fulfillment in the believer at the time of glorification. That means, generally, that we begin to discover more and more that we are not the center of the universe – or even our own lives – but that God is.

12. Future Things (Eschatology)

I believe in the physical, visible return of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, eternal damnation for the unrighteous, and the new heaven and new earth for the righteous. I hold an amillenial position, though I confess there is
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much that I do not fully comprehend. However, God has made clear in His revealed word that Christ shall return for His people and I expectantly await His arrival.

13. Evangelism

The purpose of the whole church is to worship God, nurture fellow believers, and to evangelize the world. It is the duty and privilege of all Christians to proclaim the Gospel message (as illustrated in 1 Cor 15:1-11). The doctrine of election insures that God will use our efforts to bring people to repentance of their sins and placing their faith in Jesus Christ.

14. Spiritual Gifts

All believers are given particular spiritual gifts – these gifts are to be used to build up the church and further the kingdom. At issue, perhaps, is the view that some of our brothers in Christ have suggested that certain gifts (speaking in tongues) must be had as a mark to signify salvation of an individual. This second baptism in the Spirit is a misunderstanding of scripture in terms of new revelation (Hebrews 1:1-2 & WCF 1:1). The church is held together because the Holy Spirit indwells all believers. Spiritual Gifts do not operate to authenticate new revelation nor to divide the body of Christ. I do think that God is at work in ways that I cannot fully see or comprehend – yet always consistent with His word. I do believe that God heals. I do believe that God provides somewhat prophetic insights to His people. I do believe that God performs in supernatural ways. I am uncomfortable saying that the gifts have ceased – so to speak.

CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT OF FAITH (Part 2)

Integration

CANDIDATE’S NAME: Rev. Mark A. Hutton DATE: Sunday, 12/11/11

Please attach your answers to these questions and return it to the chairman of the Candidates Care or Ministerial Committee before you are scheduled to meet with that committee for your oral ordination examinations.

1. State in your own words your view of the Scriptures and the place the Scriptures will have in your ministry.

I love to study of the Bible. I believe it is inerrant and infallible. My hope is that Scripture

and its study will be the hallmark of my ministry and that God will continue to use His Word to shape my heart, family, and my call to serve His people. I endeavor to preach and teach the Scriptures faithfully and fully –relying on God’s Spirit to use my time in His Word. I am confident that the Scriptures will guide the decisions that I make as a shepherd of God’s people.

2. What distinctions of the Reformed faith appeal to you?

• Perhaps the first thing that appeals to me is the emphasis on faith alone – in Christ alone, by grace alone – it is so life giving and hopeful to know that our salvation is all Christ – it is God’s doing by grace alone.

• The Covenantal aspects – how it ties together the whole counsel of scripture – and how

that influences hermeneutics and ecclesiology.

• The theological and Biblical robust nature – God’s Word is our authority – and we are to study it and be mastered by it.

• Protects from a works based righteousness.

3. What/Who is the Holy Spirit and how important is his ministry?

Technically - The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead, of the same substance as the Father and Son and equal in power and glory. He eternally proceeds from the Father and the Son. His work consists of creation; the writing and inspiration of Scripture; His role in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus; the effectual calling of God’s elect by
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 convicting them of sin, drawing to a faith in Christ, indwelling, sealing, and persevering them till the last day; maturing believers; giving of the gifts; and being the One Christ sent for His Church after His ascension.

Relationally – The Holy Spirit is that still small voice that draws us toward God – either the first time or the most recent. His work is of great importance – so much so that Christ

promised His disciples that the Holy Spirit would come to bring comfort but also to teach and equip them. The Holy Spirit is active and at work in the lives of God’s people – praying for us and with us – enabling us to live a life that is worthy of the Gospel. The Spirit teaches us – inhabits our hearts –motivates us. It is important for me to pray in a Trinitarian way – always trying to pray in and by the power of the Holy Spirit.

4. What is your position on women in leadership roles in the church?

I am complementarian in my view of women in leadership roles within the church. I do

believe that women should be ordained to the office of deacon. At the same time my position and view is consistent with the EPC in that I think the decision ought to be made by the local church. I have a great deal of respect for those who hold a different position, view and practice.

5. What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of the Presbyterian form of government?

• Strengths:

o Defined Offices – without an overly charged hierarchy.

o Checks and balances - Courts – which provide help and accountability and oversight – protects against personal kingdom building…more or less.

o Serious about being tied together as a church – connected to one another – which I think is important and good.

• Weakness:

o Can become a bureaucracy – with too much emphasis on Roberts Rule.

o Can be manipulated with enough political maneuvering.

o Can be overly complicated for laity to understand.

o Can get bogged down in committees and thus make for slow progress – perhaps

too slow at times.

6. Explain in your own words your philosophy of ministry.

Jesus was once asked, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as  yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:36-40 ESV). Later on, just prior to His arrest, crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus prayed for His disciples and His church. He prayed, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12 ESV). It is these passages that give shape to my philosophy of ministry. In the simplest of terms my hope is to be about helping people to love God, each other and their neighbors. Over the last few years our staff and volunteers have helped to give shape to the ways in which this is done - especially as it pertains to the lives of our children, our students, but also in the lives of women and men, moms and dads, in essence the people I’ve been called to shepherd. I have not carried things out perfectly. The truth is I am constantly trying to figure out the best ways to have the scriptures, particularly Matt 22:36-40, shape the way I shepherd. Some things I have done well, being guided and blessed by the Lord Jesus. Some things I have tried and then discarded. I have stumbled, made mistakes, sought forgiveness when I needed to, learned to recognize at God’s goodness even in difficult times, learned to love others and see them as more important than self, and I am still learning to see myself and others the way God intends me to. All along there have been four things that have given shape to the way in which I have tried to pastor – in particular in helping people learn to love God, each other and their neighbors. 
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These four things help to keep me on track and serve to guide the ways in which I live out of my understanding of Christ’s commandment. The four things are:

1) Intergenerational Approach

2) A Commitment to Spiritual Formation through Biblically Robust Education / Discipleship.

3) Integrated / Interconnected Ministry Model

4) Mission Focus for All Ministry Teams

7. Describe your approach personally and as a pastor in a local church to evangelism.

For a number of years I served with Young Life. While on staff I learned to cultivate

relationships with my neighbors – people within my community – and along the way to

ensure that I communicate the gospel to them. Sometimes that communication was a verbal explanation of the gospel. Most of the time it has been out of friendship – loving others.  I have to say that it took a while for me to learn that. At first people were projects. But later on I began to realize that Jesus calls us to move toward others out of love for them. That’s a huge distinction for evangelism – sharing Christ because we love our neighbors. How that love is communicated takes on a lot of different forms. Sometimes it is just getting to know other parents in my kids schools or teams. Sometimes it is through mercy ministry. I think that the Lord intends for his people to understand what it means to have a faithful presence (see James Hunter – To Change the World). That means helping the folks we shepherd to do good work and be engaged in the mission of shalom.

8. As you reflect on your life, explain your sense of call to ministry.

When I was in college I thought I was headed to medical school but I discovered a deep love for the church. After coming to faith I got involved with a weekly Bible study and a friend began to disciple  me. I began volunteering at my church, spending time with students in their high school program. Over the course of two years I became more involved with ministry to students and with Young Life.  Young Life training ignited a love in my heart for ministry, which has served me well. First, after graduation from college I began working as a youth director at First Baptist Church of Gate City, VA. I’m not sure how it worked out but I found myself working three jobs. While working at FBC I also served as an interim solo pastor of a little mountain church, Zion Baptist Church,

where I preached on Sunday morning. I also worked full time as a salesman for a small airplane parts company. Eventually that led to an opportunity to go on staff with Young Life in Virginia Beach, VA.  I have to say that my time on Young Life staff was a key experience for our family because that is where we learned of the Reformed faith and joined First Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) in Morristown, TN. While there I became friends with the pastor and he began to talk to me about ministry after Young Life staff. I had been ordained by Manly Baptist Church in 1996 while part of Young Life staff. That allowed me to “sub” for in at FPC as pulpit supply. That experience opened my eyes to the life of a pastor and it was something that I felt I was being called to do. It took a few years, but eventually I went to Beeson Divinity School with sights set on ordination in

the Presbyterian Church.  

Another key experience for my wife and I was during our Young Life days we began our family.  That is a huge event for every couple but for us it wasn’t as simple as getting pregnant. We endured the harsh reality of infertility for a number of years. But God is so good and faithful; He led us into a wonderful adoption. I cannot tell you how incredible it is to look at my oldest son, Cooper, and know how God worked to make that a reality. And then, because God has a great sense of humor, we found out we were pregnant with Baker! Then, right in the middle of seminary we found out we were pregnant again with Thatcher. So, Cooper and Baker are 1 year and 19 days apart and 6/5 years older than Thatcher.  The experience of becoming a Dad through adoption as well as through the maternity ward has done so much to shape my life as a pastor and a man. I have seen the goodness of the Lord first hand. My wife and I have walked through the brokenness, pain and fear of infertility only to be met by God’s gracious kindness. This has also shaped my strong belief that every Christian couple that can should adopt or at least help others to adopt. It is such a great act of God’s love.
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I’d also have to say that another key experience is failure and grace. I suppose in one sense I am supposed to paint the sort of picture of being a man who has everything together and that at no time in my life I have struggled. I could do that but it would be a lie and eventually that would become clear. While I was on Young Life staff I lost myself for a while in ministry. I lost sight of the reason why I was even in ministry. I know why: my mother died, I was depressed and not willing to admit it, I neglected my marriage, my soul, and most importantly my Lord. A person can only do that for so long before things begin to fall apart. I am very thankful to say that things did fall apart for me. The cracks of depression began to show. What was good is that my wife and some friends loved me and the Lord Jesus met me there. I’d have to say that I am a better pastor, a better husband, father and friend because of that time. As a result of all these key experiences – and more that I can’t mention, I’d have to say that I have grown a lot, learned a lot, been challenged a great deal. I have sensed God working at my core in very deep ways. I can say without hesitation that the Lord has used all of these things and my time in ministry to teach me a great deal about what it means to lead and shepherd His people. That above all else is a personal goal. I believe the Lord is leading me to and shaping me to be a Senior Pastor. What I want to do more than anything else is invest deeply as a shepherd in a congregation and in a community. My time in ministry has confirmed my inner sense of God’s calling and gifting for the role of head pastor. I am a man broken by my sin and put together by God’s grace and mercy. I love the Lord Jesus and His people and I have a heart for those who don’t know Christ. I want to led Gods’ people in moving in love toward their neighbors, toward each other but more important toward God himself.

9. Elaborate on your convictions about personal accountability in your life and in the lives of Christians to whom you might minister.

There may not be anything more important to the life of a minister and congregation than personal accountability. One of the reasons I was drawn to Faith EPC was the fact that the Senior Pastor would be responsible to meet with four elders – who have spiritual oversight. I think we are called the Body of Christ for lots of reasons – but one reason stands out. We need one another. I think a lot of pastors get in trouble because they are not connected to other folks – who can speak into their lives, who have access to their “stuff.” I think this is true for all Christians but especially for pastors. At the same time I think accountability needs to be understood and perhaps redefined. There are a lot of “accountability groups” that are really nothing more than self-disclosure. If we are to be accountable that means we have to submit to the authority of another in our lives. That makes folks uncomfortable but that the Christian life. I need and want people to speak into my life. I’m prone to falter when I’m left to myself. I have a group of men who speak into my life. They all have the freedom to speak to my wife as well – to ask her how I’m doing, etc. I hold this as one of the most important aspects of my life and ministry. I have accountability on my computers to protect against stumbling on line. In my life as well as in the lives of all Christians I think personal accountability is to be highly values and cultivated.

Rev. Mark A. Hutton

Transfer Exam

Sunday, December 11, 2001      Scruples to the Westminster Confession of Faith:

1. Section XXI.1

a. While I do not adhere to a Lutheran view (whatsoever is not prohibited is allowed) I also am unable to embrace completely the principle (often referred to as the Regulative principle) underlying section XXI.1 of the WCF with the same degree of fervor that appears to be inferred by the original authors. I adhere to the teaching of the WCF in I.6, which expresses “some circumstances concerning the worship of God… which are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the Word.”

2. Section IV.1

a. I do not adhere to the view that God created the heavens and the earth in six literal days but align more in the Day Age to Framework view of the creation account. I do believe that God created all things - heavens and the earth - by the power of His word and ex nihilo.
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CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT OF FAITH (Part 1)

Gary McCusker

October 31, 2011

1. The Bible (Bibliology)

The Bible, the infallible Word of God, is an entirely unique book in that the writings contained within the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments are God-breathed.  The writers were men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit.  Since the Bible is God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16), and written by men under the creative power if the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21), I believe the Bible is entirely reliable and accurate in its presentation of the Trinity in the Godhead, and the Deity and humanity of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit superintended the writers, ensuring an inerrant Word. The Bible completely and accurately presents the special revelation of God in Jesus Christ.  

2. God the Father (theology proper)

Theology proper is a category of study within systematic theology; it denotes the study of the nature of God.  To distinguish the study of God specifically (in contrast to the study of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the church), the term proper is used to distinguish the study of God from theology in general. The word theology comes from the Greek word theos, meaning “God,” and logos, meaning “word” or “discourse,” hence, theology is a discourse about God.  My understanding of the essence and role of God the Father is that He is the sovereign Creator and sustainer of all living things. The incommunicable attributes of God are his self-existence, his omnipotence (He is all powerful and can do anything that is consistent with His nature), his omnipresence (He is everywhere present in His totality at the same time), his omniscience (He knows all things actual and possible whether past, present, or future), and his immutability (He does not change). Along with his communicable attributes that we see reflected in the world and mankind such as: power, goodness, mercy and righteousness.

3. Jesus Christ (Christology)  Doctrine of Christ

Jesus is the second person of the Trinity, eternally begotten, pre-existent, fully God and fully man (John 1:2, Col 1:15-17). The deity and humanity of Christ are inseparably linked together.  Jesus was fully human and he was fully divine unified in one personality.  If Jesus did not possess humanity, then the death on the cross was an illusion.  The Scriptures teach about the true humanity of Christ, that He was tempted, hungered, thirsted, wept, nothing was lacking to make the impression that Jesus was human being just like us. But they also show that He did not possess man’s sinful, corrupt nature (Isa 53:9, Heb 4:15).

The word incarnation means “in flesh” and indicates the act whereby the eternal Son of God took to Himself an additional nature, humanity, through the virgin birth.    Jesus possessed a body of flesh and blood, had a normal development, and a human soul and spirit. The result of Christ’s work was demonstrated through his atoning death and God empowered resurrection. Through the cross, Christ become the propitiatory sacrifice for our fallen humanity, satisfying God’s wrath towards our sinful condition (Isa 53:4-5, Rom 3:25).  He now resides at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Mediator. 

4. The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology) Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the third member of the triune Godhead who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  The Holy Spirit is not an influence but a person having the characteristics of personality. Before Jesus Christ ascended to His Father, He promised that the Holy Spirit would indwell all believers and that the indwelling would be forever (John 14:16).  The
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Holy Spirit is a gift given to all believers at the time of salvation. It has been stated that the Holy Spirit is given to believers as a “down payment,” an indication of their future glorification (Eph 4:30). The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin (John 16:8-9), empowers us, imparts gifts (1 Cor 12:4-7), and guides us into all truth (Ez:36:27).
5. Mankind (Anthropology) Doctrine of Man

The study of man is called anthropology from the Greek words anthropos (meaning man) and logos (meaning “discourse” or “word”). We can define anthropology as a discourse or word about man.  Anthropology can be the study of the doctrine of man from a biblical standpoint or it can be the study of man in his cultural environment.   

I believe the statement in the Shorter Catechism in the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms (WSC, Q.10), “God created man, male and female, in his own image and in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, to rule over the other creatures” The triune Godhead created man as a very unique being given the responsibility and authority to care for his creation (Gen 1:28); a moral creature who possesses a soul and is eternal. But since the fall man has been stained with sin which has disrupted our intimacy and communion with God (Gen 3). Our covenant relationship with our creator has been severely damaged as we continually rebel against his direction and will for our lives.  

6. Sin (Hamartiology) Doctrine of Sin

Sin is the transgression of the known law of God. It means to “miss the mark,” a departure from righteousness.  When sinners “miss the mark” it means they have missed the standards of God and involves sins of commission, as well, as sins of omission.  Sin dwells in man and is rebellion against a holy God which results in wrongful acts toward God and toward man.  In Romans 1:18, it affirms the “ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.”

In Genesis 3 we read of the fall of man and learned how sin entered the realm of humanity. Adam and Eve sinned against God in time and space. The result of Adam’s sin was imputed to the entire human race. All humanity became subject to sin and death (Rom 3:23,6:23).  Man is totally depraved whereas every part of man is affected by sin: intellect, conscience, will, heart, and the total being.

7. Salvation (Soteriology) Doctrine of Salvation

The death of Christ is very significant in our Christian faith.  The doctrine of salvation is vital in that through Christ’s death the righteous demands of a holy God were met (propitiation).  The death of Christ was substitutionary in that he was the substitute for humanity’s sin. He died for sinners in their place.  Through the death of Christ on the cross we have redemption, reconciliation, forgiveness, and justification.

Redemption means, “to purchase from the marketplace.” The word describes the believer being purchased from the slave market of sin and set free from the bondage of sin.  The purchase price for the believer’s freedom and release from sin was the death of Jesus Christ.  Since believers have been bought by Christ, they belong to him and are his slave.  We have been bought with a price…the blood and death of Jesus Christ.

Reconciliation means the making of peace with God. Mankind who was estranged from God because of sin is brought into communion with God.  Reconciliation is to effect a change, to bring into a right relationship.

Forgiveness is the legal act of God whereby He removes the charges that were held against the sinner. Other definitions involving forgiveness are, “to let go,” “release,” or “send away.”  The believer’s sins have been forgiven or sent away because of the riches of God’s grace as revealed in the death of Christ.  In Colossians 2:13, Paul indicted that forgiveness forever solves the problem on sin in the believer’s life – all sins past, present, and future.
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Justification is a gift given through the grace of God and takes place the moment the individual has faith in Christ. The means of justification is faith (Romans 5:1).  To justify is to declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus Christ.  It is a forensic (legal) act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous on the basis of the blood of Jesus Christ.

8. Satan 
Doctrine of Satan

 Satan is a real, personal being who once was a high ranking angel.  He enjoyed an exalted position in the presence of God and was referred to as the “Star of the Morning.” Due to his disobedience he fell from his leading position.  His rebellion was against God.  He is in opposition to God and God’s people.  Also he is called; “Lucifer,” “Devil,” “Slander,” “The Evil One,” “Prince of the Power of the Air,” “Liar,” Accuser,” “Beelzebul,” “Murderer,” “Temper,” “God of this World,” Ruler of this World,” “Adversary,” “Serpent of old,” “Great red dragon,” “Belial.”

Satan exhibits attributes of personality.  He has intellect – he is a schemer and is very crafty.  He is a worker of deception.  He exhibits emotion as we see his desire to exalt himself above the rule of God. Satan exhibits actions of personality: he speaks against, tempts, plans, and accuses the believers. We know that Satan has moral responsibility.  He is a morally responsible person, accountable to God as we read in Job 1:7.  He does not have freedom in an unrestricted way but is subordinate and restricted by God.  Satan’s ultimate defeat was evident in the Garden of Eden.  He would have a minor victory but Christ would have a major victory through the cross.   At that time he was rendered powerless through the cross of Christ.  He defeated Satan, rendered him powerless in the believer’s life.  Satan had the power to death over people but that power was broken through Christ as described in Hebrews 2:14.  At the end of the millennium we know Satan will be defeated and finally cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7-10).

9. Angels and Demons

Doctrine of Angels

The word angel means “messenger.”  It may refer to a human messenger as described in 1 Kings 19:2 or a divine messenger as described in Genesis 28:12.  The basic definition of the word is “one who is sent.” As a divine messenger an angel is a “heavenly being charged by God with some commission.”  Angels are a higher order than man and are not subject to the limitations of mankind.  They are incapable of death and they do not share man’s glorious destiny of redemption in Christ. We know they are not created in the image of God and at the final end of the age, we (redeemed persons) will be exalted above the angels.

Doctrine of Demons

Demons are the angels who fell with Satan when he rebelled against God.  They are called spirit beings; ones without fleshly bodies.  I believe that demons are localized but not omnipresent.  They can be in only one place at a time. Demons are intelligent but not omniscient.  Paul in 1 Timothy 4:1, writes about the “doctrines of demons.” They use their false emissaries to give forth false teachings.  Demons are powerful but they are not omnipotent. Demons are limited in their power as they cannot perform the work of God as we read in John 10:21. Demons deceive people, influence the mind, inflict stress, torment unbelievers, tempt believers, and inflict disease throughout the universe.  At the Second Coming of Jesus Christ the demons will be cast into the lake of fire with Satan as recorded in Revelation 19:19-21.

10.  The Church (Ecclesiology)
Doctrine of the Church

The church is a “called out group.” In my study of the church I found that ekklesia appears 114 times in the New Testament, 3 times in the gospels and 111 times in the epistles. The church is defined, “as the Universal church and the 
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local church.” The Universal church involves those who are born of the Spirit of God throughout the universe.  At times it is known as the invisible church, calling attention to the perfect, true, spiritual nature of the church. Its exact membership cannot be known.  

The local church views the church as a group of believers gathered in a particular locality. The functions of the local church involve worship, preaching, baptizing, teaching, fellowship, Bible studies, assisting in the believer’s growth in grace, small group studies, and developing spiritual gifts evident in the members of the congregation.  The sacraments of the church are baptism and Communion (also known as the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist).  Metaphors used for the church are a body, the Bride of Christ, a building, a Priesthood, a flock, and branches.

11.  The Spiritual Life of a Believer

The spiritual person is identified as regenerated person who has the Holy Spirit indwelling within the life of that person. The person is spiritually-minded, lives by the Spirit, strives to follow the leading of the Spirit, and resists sinful desires and their dominion.  Certain characteristics will be evident in the life of the believer such as; prayer, reading/studying God’s Word (the Bible), faithful church involvement, tithing, witnessing, resisting temptations, self-denial, yielding to the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, obedience, good works, love for all family members and others, etc.

12. Future Things  (Eschatology)  Doctrine of Last or Future Things

The term Eschatology has been defined as “Last Things,” as well as “Future Things.”  In the Doctrine of Eschatology we deal with the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the Resurrection of the Dead, the Great Tribulation, the Judgments, and the Eternal State (heaven or hell). We, as evangelicals, believe that the souls of all persons will live forever in resurrected bodies in either heaven or hell. There are three primary millennial views concerning a thousand year period as described in Revelations 20.  The premillennialists believe that Jesus would return before the millennial period where as the postmillennialists believe that the millennial period will occur before the return of Christ. The last view is that of the amillennialists who believe we are living in the midst of the millennial age and that Christ will return followed by the general resurrection, the final judgment, and Christ’s eternal reign on the new earth. I personally have not pronounced any position as I believe this is not an essential doctrine in one’s faith journey with Jesus but would find myself falling more into the amillennial camp at this time in my life and ministry.

13. Evangelism

Evangelism means, “Proclaiming the Good News.”  One purpose of the church’s involvement in evangelism is toward unbelievers in its community and around the world. This means the nurturing of believers to be missionaries within a local community and in other communities around the world.  We are “to go into the world and make disciples in the name of Jesus Christ.”  Evangelism is when the local church will establish being a missional church within its community.  The church will be more than mission-minded; it will be missional in its outreach programs, its worship, and its influence in the local community.

14. Spiritual Gifts
  Doctrine of Spiritual Gifts

The doctrine of Spiritual Gifts is almost exclusively a Pauline doctrine. The only other reference apart from Paul is in 1 Peter 4:10.  Spiritual gifts is the translation of one Greek word charisma, which means “grace gift.”  Another definition is “a God-given ability for service.” The gifts are given that the Body of Christ, the church, might grow to maturity.

The Holy Spirit is manifested through the spiritual gifts evident in believers.  Spiritual gifts are called “grace gifts” that are sovereignly given to believers by the Holy Spirit. These gifts are for the up building and sanctification of the church, 
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the service to God and to others, particularly believers.  According to 1 Corinthians 12:31 and 14:1, the believer should desire “gifts” not just one gift.

In 1 Corinthian 12:8-10, the Apostle Paul lists a variety of gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to believers.  In the Westminster Confession of Faith it states “that the Holy Spirit imparts various gifts and graces to its members (WCF 34.4).  They are supernaturally given to a believer by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.  

It is unscriptural and unwise to assume that because someone exercises a spectacular gift, that this person is more spiritual than the one who has less spectacular gifts.  Possessing a gift does not mean that God approves of all a person does or teaches.  Spiritual gifts must not be confused with the Fruit of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23, which relate more directly to a Christian character and sanctification. 

CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT OF FAITH (Part 2)

Gary McCusker

October 25, 2011

10. State in your own words your view of the Scriptures and the place the Scriptures will have in your ministry.

I believe that the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, is God breathed and inspired by the Holy Spirit as written in 2 Timothy 3:16. I accept the inerrancy and the infallibility of the Scriptures in both the Old and New Testaments.  Everything I do or communicate needs to line up with what the Word of God teaches which my plumb line for life is. The Canon is for every area of life; for counseling, for preaching, for instructing, and for guiding all those who need to know of the redemptive salvation in Jesus Christ. It is my deepest desire to continue to learn and study under those spiritually gifted as Bible teachers to become better equipped in communicating the living Word of God. Ultimately it is my hope that I can adequately and faithfully pass on these truths to those God has entrusted to my care as an ordained pastor and teacher that they may pass it on effectively to others.

11. What distinctions of the Reformed faith appeal to you?

Two distinctions of Reformed Theology that are appealing to me are the covenantal sovereignty of God and the authority of Scripture.  The fact that we worship a sovereign God who is in control of everything is what brings stability and hope to my faith and journey with Christ.  That God’s ultimate purpose is to bring glory to Himself even when events do not develop as we believe they should and trust in the truth of Romans 8:28.  That God can and will redeem all things for His Glory.  The Reformed faith engages and stirs my heart and mind because it has such a high view of the authority of Scripture and that everything else is subservient to the Holy Word of God.

12. What/Who is the Holy Spirit and how important is his ministry?

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and proceeds from the Father and the Son. Jesus promised in John 14:26 the Father would give us another Counselor, the Holy Spirit, who would teach and remind us of what Jesus had taught during his ministry.  The Holy Spirit is essential in ministry as He guides, empowers, convicts us of our sin, reveals the truth of the Scriptures, comforts, and even prays for us when we do not know what to say (Romans 8:26-27).  The Holy Spirit enables us for service through the impartation of God’s gifts and calling to ministry.  The Holy Spirit is the power of God in me to daily become more like Jesus Christ.

13. What is your position on women in leadership roles in the church?

I believe that both men and women were created in the image of God as stated in Genesis 1:27 and I take an egalitarian position that supports women in leadership roles in the church. I acknowledge that the church of Jesus Christ, as a 
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whole, is making a slow transition from a complementarian position on women in ministry to an egalitarian posture. 
 I support that God calls both men and women into leadership roles through the anointing of the Holy Spirit and gifting each gender accordingly to support their call (Gal 3:26-28). This is seen throughout scriptures weather it is Deborah in Judges 4, the prophetess Huldah in 2 Kings 22 or Priscilla in the New Testament, women are involved in leadership positions throughout the Word of God. Therefore, I believe it is vital that both men and women proceed through the same ordination process that affirms a person’s calling into ministry in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.    
14. What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of the Presbyterian form of government?

The strengths of the Presbyterian form of government is that it is a highly connectional system that empowers each court to have significant accountability, discipline, and power by a collective group of elders over its respective court.  It also gives the local church the ability to lead their congregation by their Session’s leadership of which the Teaching Elders are an integral part but not the primary influencers.  A weakness may be that with its procedures and protocol it can often be a slower process in making decisions. It is an effective system of government as long as the bureaucracy does not become more important than the Holy Spirit’s leading.

15. Explain in your own words your philosophy of ministry.

My philosophy of ministry has been shaped and continues to be refined by the opportunities God has allowed me to experience the past thirty-five years of vocational ministry. I accept Jesus’ command in Matthew 22:37-39 as my primary call to ministry, to love God with all that I am and to love others more than I love myself.  We serve a very relational God that values our relationship with him and one another. I recognize God has gifted me to be a part of a larger community called the church where my gifts are complimented and where collectively we communicate the Gospel message to the world.  

16. Describe your approach personally and as a pastor in a local church to evangelism.

The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20, commands us to go into the world making disciples of all nations, which I understand to mean that we all have been given the command to go into the world to evangelize.  While only a few have been given the spiritual gift of evangelism, we are all called to evangelize.  As a pastor I recognize that my role is to model the command in my own interpersonal interactions and to encourage the church to accept and model the Great Commission.   In preaching to our church and teaching on the themes of evangelism, which are woven throughout the Scriptures, the public call to evangelism should take place as the Spirit speaks through me when proclaiming the Word of God.   

17. As you reflect on your life, explain your sense of call to ministry.

When I came to faith in Jesus Christ forty years ago, I knew then that God wanted me to a part of his redemptive purposes in the lives of other people.  Everything I did then and still do now has an even stronger emphasis because the Gospel to this day is as real and powerful to me as it was when I was fifteen years old.  My purpose in life is to worship God and share with others his truth, love, and hope in Jesus.  I have found over the years that God has called the church to be his primary vehicle to make him known to the world. I am honored and humbled to be called to minister as a servant in the body of Christ.

18. Elaborate on your convictions about personal accountability in your life and in the lives of Christians to whom you might minister.

I am convinced more than ever before that Satan will do anything to thwart the proclamation of the Gospel through deception, discouragement, and diversion especially of those called to vocational ministry.  The importance of 
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accountability, support, and encouragement are vital to sustain one’s passion and focus in worshiping God and serving others. I have personally sought out mentors most of my Christian life and I in turn have passed that same support to those younger in their faith. I believe very strongly in the model that Paul had with Barnabas and Timothy which is affirmed in 2 Timothy 2:2.  As stated this is a mandate for discipleship to all believers not just to those called to be ordained. I am convinced that accountability, discipleship, and mentoring needs to be a priority of the church to become more effective in accomplishing the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20.

Referring to my own personal accountability, I believe it is a priority to be loyal to my wife, our marriage vows, and to love and respect my children. Their support, encouragement and honesty have enriched my life and assisted me in becoming a more effective communicator of the Gospel.

Gary McCusker

October 25, 2011

To the Presbytery of the West’s Ministerial Committee 

My Exceptions to the Westminster Confession of Faith

1. WCF 21.8 – I believe firmly in adhering to the Fourth Commandment in Exodus 20:8, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” I do not believe as the WCF states, “rest the whole day from their own works and words, and from thoughts about their worldly activities and recreations; and take up the whole time in public and private worship and in the duties of necessity and mercy” are necessary to keep the Sabbath holy. My exception lies with the Sabbath narrowed to only responsibilities as stated in WCF such as activities and recreation.  Jesus even taught in Mark 2:27, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” Therefore liberty on one’s Sabbath by keeping it holy can be celebrated in a variety of ways while resting from one’s primary duties the other six days of the week. This is especially true for a pastor on the Sabbath while directing worship for the community of faith which does not allow them to honor the intent of keeping that one day of the week set apart to fully rest and worship God.  Therefore, I think it is vital for a pastor to set aside another day of the week to restore the body, mind and soul.  Enjoying a recreational hobby or spending time with one’s family by hiking, biking or working in their garden is truly a change of pace and can be a worshipful and restful experience even on the Sabbath.  

2. WCF 4:1, WLC Q.15, WSC Q.9 – I believe that God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit created the world out of nothing (ex-nihilo) but I take exception to the statement in the WCF that creation was completed in the span of  a literal six, twenty-four hour period.  I affirm that God could have easily created all things in this period of time but the word “yom” used in Genesis 1:5 can also mean “period of time” or “era”.  This combined with the fact that the sun and the moon were not created until the fourth day (Genesis 1:14-19) leads me to take exception that this is not as definite as the Divines stated in the WCF.
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